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April 11, 2024  

  

Brinda Westbrook-Sedgwick   

Commission Secretary   

Public Service Commission   

of the District of Columbia  

1325 G Street, N.W., Suite 800  

Washington, D.C. 20005  

  

Re: Formal Case No. 1142, In the Matter of the Merger of AltaGas, Ltd. and 

Washington Gas Holdings, Inc.  

  

Dear Ms. Westbrook-Sedgwick:  
 

The Office of the People’s Counsel for the District of Columbia (“OPC”) respectfully 

submits this letter in support of the District of Columbia Government’s (“DCG” or “the District”) 

Comments on AltaGas Ltd.’s (“AltaGas” or “the Company”) Response to Show Cause Order1. 

 

As the Commission previously noted, Term 5 of the AltaGas and WGL merger agreement 

was one of the direct and tangible benefits to ratepayers that the Commission considered in its 

public interest evaluation of the merger, and the only real climate initiative that the merged entities 

offered.2OPC urges the Commission to ensure delivery of Term 5’s benefit to ratepayers; to adopt 

the maximum statutory penalty of $5,000 per day during AltaGas’ period of noncompliance; and 

to conduct significant due diligence prior to authorizing the Company’s new SREC Purchase 

Agreement as a vehicle for AltaGas to satisfy its Term 5 obligations through specific performance. 
 

OPC shares DCG’s view that a series of Commission orders on AltaGas’ failure to meet 

Term 5 obligations requires the statutory maximum penalty of $5,000 per day.  As DCG notes, if 

AltaGas fulfills its Term 5 obligation by December 31, 2024, as it now predicts, a $5,000 per day 

penalty would total $2.754 million, an amount well below any of the District’s Department of 

Energy and Environment (DOEE) previous suggestions on an adequate penalty.  Therefore, no 

offset for the Company’s purported good faith efforts is warranted.  Moreover, AltaGas’ proposed 

penalty scheme that decreases over time fails to reflect the gravity and duration of its breach of 

Term 5; therefore, by imposing the maximum statutory penalty, the Commission will advance its 

stated enforcement policy that any penalty must be so significant that the penalty does not become 

an alternative to compliance. 

 
1 Formal Case No. 1142, In the Matter of the Merger of AltaGas Ltd. and WGL Holdings, Inc., AltaGas Response to 

Show Cause Order, filed March 25, 2024. 
2 Formal Case No. 1142, In the Matter of the Merger of AltaGas Ltd. and WGL Holdings, Inc., Order No. 21912, 

¶11. October 5, 2023. 
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In addition, consistent with DCG’s recommendation, OPC  urges the Commission to place 

parameters around what projects can count towards fulfilling AltaGas’ Term 5 obligation under its 

newly proposed SREC Purchase Agreement.  Specifically, if the Commission is going to allow 

these projects to count towards satisfaction of AltaGas’ Term 5 obligations, then the Commission 

should conduct at least as much due diligence on the arrangement as it did previously given that 

the Company’s latest Term 5 quarterly report shows fundamental differences between the newly 

proposed projects and previous ones. 

 
 

  

Sincerely,  
 

/s/ Sandra Mattavous-Frye   

Sandra Mattavous-Frye   

People’s Counsel for the District of Columbia  

 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

Formal Case No. 1142, In the Matter of the Merger of AltaGas Ltd. and WGL Holdings, 

Inc. 

 

 I certify that on April 11, 2024, a copy of the Office of the People’s Counsel for the 

District of Columbia’s Letter in Support of the District of Columbia Government’s Comments on 

AltaGas Ltd.’s Response to Show Cause Order was served on the following parties of record by 

hand delivery, first class mail, postage prepaid or electronic mail:    

 

 

Brinda Westbrook-Sedgwick 

Commission Secretary 

Public Service Commission 

of the District of Columbia 

1325 G Street, NW, Suite 800 

Washington, DC 20005 

bwestbrook@psc.dc.gov 

      

Christopher Lipscombe 

Office of the General Counsel 

Public Service Commission 

of the District of Columbia 

1325 G Street, NW, Suite 800 

Washington, DC 20005 

CLipscombe@psc.dc.gov 

  

Lara Walt 

Public Service Commission 

of the District of Columbia 

1325 G Street, NW, Suite 800 

Washington, DC 20005 

lwalt@psc.dc.gov 

 

Karen Hardwick 

John C. Dodge 

Cathy Thurston-Seignious 

Paul S. Buckley 

Meera Ahamed 

Associate General Counsel 

Washington Gas Light Company  

1000 Maine Ave., S.W. 

Washington, DC 20024 

cthurston-seignious@washgas.com    

MeeraAhamed@washgas.com 

 

 

J. Joseph Curran, III, 

F. William DuBois, 

Kenneth L. Thompson 

Christopher S. Gunderson 

Venable LLP 

750 East Pratt Street, 7th Floor 

Baltimore, MD 21202 

JCurran@venable.com 

 

Katherine Wright Morrone,  

Venable LLP  

600 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

kwmorrone@venable.com 

 

Frann G. Francis, Esq.  

Senior Vice President & General Counsel  

Apartment and Office Building Association 

of Metropolitan Washington  

1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 1005 

Washington, DC 20036 

FFrancis@aoba-metro.org 

 

Dennis Jamouneau 

Andrea Harper 

Pepco 

701 Ninth Street, NW  

Washington, DC 20068 

djamouneau@pepcoholdings.com 

ahharper@pepcoholdings.com 
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Andrew G. Pizor     

National Consumer Law Center 

1001 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 510 

Washington, DC 20036-5528 

apizor@nclc.org 
 

Brian Petruska 

General Counsel 

LiUNA Mid-Atlantic Region 

11951 Freedom Drive, Suite 310 

Reston, VA 20190 

bpetruksa@maliuna.org 

 

Hussain Karim 

Alan J. Barak 

Department of Energy and Environment 

1200 First Street, NE, 5th Floor 

Washington, DC 20002 

hussain.karim@dc.gov 

alan.barak@dc.gov 

 

Brian R. Caldwell 

Assistant Attorney General  

Office of the Attorney General  

441 4th Street, NW  

Washington, DC 20001 

brian.caldwell@dc.gov 

 
James F. Wallington 

Baptiste & Wilder, P.C. 

1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 315 

Washington, DC 20036 

jwallington@bapwild.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      

      

  

 

 

 

 

Emily W. Medlyn 

U.S. Army Legal Services Agency - 

Regulatory Law Office 

9275 Gunston Road  

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060 

emily.w.medlyn.civ@mail.mil 

 

Bruce Oliver 

Revile Hill Associates, Inc.  

7103 Laketree Drive  

Fairfax Station, VA 22039 

revilohill@verizon.net 

 

Mark Murphy, Esq. 

Mooney, Green, Saindon, Murphy & Welch, 

P.C. on behalf of the International 

Brotherhood of Teamsters Local No. 96 

1920 L Street, NW - Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20036 

mmurphy@mooneygreen.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/s/ Ade Adeniyi 

Ade Adeniyi 

Assistant People’s Counsel  
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