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PROCEEDI NGS

M5. PARSONS: All right. Good
afternoon. |'m Angela Parsons with the conm ssion.

Wel come to all the participants in this now fourth
technical conference in the matter 1178.

We are going to start with about
30 mnutes or so on ALD procedures in response to the
request fromlast time. And then we're going to nove
into the next topic, which is going to be on |eak
i dentification and categorization.

So | just want to rem nd everyone again
of the ground rules. It's okay to ask clarifying
guestions but try to hold hypotheticals.

And because we are using a
transcription service, please renmenber to not speak
over each other if you can. It makes it very garbled
on the transcript, and to identify yourself before you
begi n speaking. And that's also for the people online
in particular, because we can't see you. Please state
your nanme before you ask a questi on.

We're going to start. ldentify

everyone in the organization. Can we start with

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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staff? Bryan.

MR. HENNING Sure. M nane is Bryan
Henning. I'mwth the PSC staff.

M5. PARSONS: And then Washi ngton Gas.
Move around, |ike --

MR. DODGE: Good afternoon. John
Dodge, Associ ate General Counsel and Director of
Regul atory Matters for Washi ngton Gas.

MS. ROGERS: Good afternoon. Jessica
Rogers, Vice President of Regulatory and Clinate
Strategy for Washi ngton Gas.

MR. WALLER: Hello. Jacob Waller,
Manager of Codes and Standards, Washington Gas.

MR. MURPHY: Kevin Murphy, Vice
Presi dent of Engi neering, Asset Managenent, and Gas
Supply Operations for Washi ngton Gas.

MR. CALDWELL: Brian Caldwell, Senior
Assi stant Attorney Ceneral, Ofice of the Attorney
Gener al .

M5. BOTW NI CK: Katya Botw ni ck, Energy
Policy Analyst with Departnent of Energy Environnent.

M5. RU Z: Al eksandra George Ruiz, the

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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O fice of People's Counsel.

M5. FRANCI S: Frann Francis, AOBA.

MR. CUMBERBATCH: Jason Cunber bat ch,
General Engi neer, OPC.

M5. PARSONS: Yes. Actually, could we
add anyone online that's fromthe organi zations if
you're a panelist, could you also introduce yourself?

MR. ACKLEY: Bob Ackley here at Gas
Safety Inc.

MR. MACMULLIN: -- from Picarro.

M5. PARSONS: Okay. So we wanted to
tal k about ALD at the beginning. There were sone
guestions. So who would like -- would you like to

start? Do you have sone information or --

M5. ROGERS: | guess | turn that over
to Bob -- and is Nate on the |line, too?
MR. ACKLEY: | don't see Nat han. What

i nformation are you trying to get from Gas
Safety Inc.?

MR. CALDWELL: | should add a little
bit of background. Gas Safety Inc. is the consultant

that DOEE contracted with to performthe fugitive

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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em ssion studies back in, | believe it was 2023. Wl
it was submtted in formal case 1130 and 1154. |
believe it was in |ate October, early Novenmber 2023.

And so M. Ackley is with Gas Safety

Inc. Nathan Phillips, who assisted himwth the
study, is also supposed to be on the call, but he may
be running | ate or maybe he'll be on nonentarily.

MR. PHILLIPS: |'m here.

MR. CALDWELL: Onh, okay, great. Nathan
Phillips is also on the phone. So those are the two
I ndi viduals who are primarily responsible for
perform ng the study using ALD, | should nention.

MR. PHILLIPS: Happy to answer any
guestions that the -- anyone has there on the study
that Gas Safety Inc. didin -- in 2023. So we --
we' ve already furnished all the information to
District DOEE, and | think the -- your office wll
probably have it as well.

MR. CALDWELL: Yeah. Yes, that's
correct. We did submt a couple of letters that were
authored in response from M. Ackley and M. Phillips

that were in response to issues that were raised

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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previously regarding, |ike, sensitivity |levels and the
like.

MR. PHILLIPS: Yes. Happy to answer
any questions about sensitivity levels. And | guess
there's sonebody here fromPicarro as well. Happy to
answer any questi ons.

M5. ROGERS: Hi, M. Ackley. M nane
Is Jessica Rogers. | amw th Washi ngton Gas. And
this is nore just an informational question. Wen you
t hi nk about the best use of ALD for a systemlike the
one in the District, what do you recomend?

MR. ACKLEY: What would Gas Safety Inc.
recomrend?

MS. ROGERS: Yes.

MR. ACKLEY: To use that equi pnent to
conduct annual surveys and potentially nmore if -- if
needed, and test every deviation fromthe baseline.
That's what | woul d do.

These -- the idea that the anal yzer can
tell you the size of the | eak or the |ocation of the
| eak has been really elusive to Picarro and to the

ot her ALD fol ks using this equipnment. 1've been using

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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it since 2012, | believe, and done many cities and
many surveys.

The repeated deviations indicate a
| eak. M ght just be half a part per mllion, you
know, a few ppb's really. But when you get that
repeat ed devi ation, we found | eaks at foundations a
hundred feet away, 200 feet away fromthe anal yzer.

So if you really want to have a safety
survey and -- and by the way, every one of these
devi ations were froma car, and we had to go out with
tradi tional gas detecting equi pnent and find these
| eaks, you know, with either a flanme unit or a
portabl e gas detecting equi pnent.

So all of these |eak indications, no
matter how small they are, all come froma source that
is actually a hundred percent gas, a mllion parts per
mllion. | nmean, do you realize that as well?

M5. ROGERS: That makes sense to ne.

MR. ACKLEY: Yeah. | nean, we get
| eaks up in neters, neter sets, underground | eaks.
You know, it could be from another street, |eaks

you're getting. |'ve gotten |eaks on streets that

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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were actually com ng through the woods from anot her
street. |It's probably 300 feet away. It sounds
crazy, but it's the truth.

So we -- we've gotten | eaks on top of
bui | di ngs that were bl ow ng down from-- fromrooftop
air conditioners. There's all kinds of crazy stuff.
This -- this equipnment is fantastic. It really is.

So it's really up to the personne
that's using the portable equi pnent to go out and
pi npoi nt these | eaks that |'ve been training people
for 40 years to do this kind of thing, to find the
| eaks with portable equi pment which WG. uses, the Ad
Boston Gas uses, Detroit Energy uses.

| nmean you're all using the sanme kind
of stuff that picks up gas in a couple of parts per
mllion, and you should all be able to find these
| eaks. Does that make sense?

M5. ROGERS: It does. |Is there
anyt hing that you think of as |like an industry best
practice or the, you know, sort of going for the | ow
hanging fruit as we introduce the ALD with our

exi sting | eak survey process?

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376
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MR. ACKLEY: Well you know, it's a
great question. The -- the federal regs say you got
to do the services periodically and the mains
periodically. Sone do the three-year on the federal,
sonme do the five, you know, the five-year on the
services. Mst of themare doing the three-year so
they don't have to parse things out.

And that was all done with portable
wal ki ng equi pnent on the services and flanme ionization
units or some other technology on the mains. And if
you did a good job, you could really find all the
| eaks on those surveys.

ALD has really nade the workers and the
| eak detection people on their toes because these
repeated deviations indicate | eaks. And that's the
real killer on these, is they find a |ot of |eaks on
the first go round, and they should be finding these
on the traditional gas | eak survey.

And | spent the last ten years of ny
career in |eak survey, chasing personnel to make sure
t heir equi pnent was working, they were actually on the

job doing it and finding stuff, that their equi pment

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Technical Conference March 18, 2025

Page 12

was wor ki ng.

And that's what we found when we did
audits that a |l ot of the equipnent wasn't working. It
was poor practices. So -- so all this -- all these
| eaks really have to be found with traditional
equi pnent. And what the -- what the ALD tells you is
that there's a leak there with that repeated deviation
fromthe baseline.

So | woul d suggest for any gas conpany
you bite the bullet on the first go round, get those
| eaks. You're going to get your grade 1s up by -- up
by the houses, and they're not going to be your
third-party hits and broken gas |ines, you know, from
cracks in the -- in the mains.

VWhat you're going to get is the -- the
rotted-out services of which in the District, WG
doesn't have that many. | think you only have 6,000
bare steel services left in the District. So your
problemis your steel nmains and whatever casts you
have left.

So yeah. Run that over, get all those

| eaks, get them on the books. You'll spend a | ot |ess

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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noney than chasing super-emtters. Qur protocol on
super-emtters is the bigger the footprint of the

| eak, the nore the em ssion. And this is for

grade 3s. You're going to put your 1s and 2s on -- on
repair anyway.

You shoul d not have any super-emtter
grade 3 leaks -- | nean grade 1 |leaks. They should
all be |l eaks that you' ve got on your record that, you
know, aren't explosion hazards, but you can prioritize
the em ssions by the size, you know, the estimated
vol une of the gas com ng out.

And there are protocols out there with
the drive-by, by the analyzer to say, oh, it's
emtting so many cubic feet a day. Well it's a guess,
It's an educated guess. And |I've been working with
these. We ran the sane protocol, you know, to get a
flux rate on that. And Nathan has a little nore
detail on that.

But this is what | woul d suggest in --
on any distribution system And |'ve overseen pretty
much the entire grid area, Eversource area up in New

Engl and for years throughout Connecticut Eversource

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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down t hrough New YorKk.

And now on research, |'ve done cities
around the country using this ALD stuff. And you'd be
surprised. You |look at our study of Cincinnati, Ohio,
where they replaced the systemwth plastic, and we

only had about 250 | eaks or so on a city with the sane

size of -- maybe a little bit bigger than -- than the
District. And that had -- | can't renenber, Nathan.
Maybe it was -- it was under 300 | eaks in about 1,800

mles or so.

MR. PHILLIPS: Sounds about right.

M5. ROGERS: So just one nobre question.
You nmentioned -- | think you used the phrase maybe
"repeated.” | know |I'm not getting the phrase right
now, even though you said it a couple of tines, and it
definitely starts with an R Essentially, |ike,
repeated hits above baseline. How do you --

MR. ACKLEY: Correct.

M5. ROGERS: How do we get the repeat
process? So is it one pass-through? You drive the
system or you drive the system nonth over nonth?

Li ke, in your m nd, how do you devel op that, and

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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what's the baseline? What's the appropriate baseline

to use?

during the day. So you kind of, you can actually

wat ch that baseline all day |ong dependi ng on weat her

patterns.

Street that's a quarter of a mle |long and go down
that street and get a hit, and turn around and cone
back and you get that -- you |let the machine clear --

make sure it's cleared out, which it will in a matter

of seconds.

That's your verification right there.

over streets for hours and not get a hit. They're all
pl astic or there's no gas. There's no |eaks, you
know. But you get into these old areas, you get a | ot

of hits fromjoints. You get a lot of hits fromthe

corrosion. You get a lot of hits fromthe neters.
| see a | ot of pressure down there.
don't know the systemas well, but | see the

regul at ors.

Page 15

MR. ACKLEY: Well the baseline varies

Real |y, you can go down the -- down the

You go back. You get that hit again.

You can go over streets -- | can go

So this -- they -- there could be a | ot

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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of regulators going. There could be, you know -- and
we are finding stuff that's comng frominside
buil dings as well. So | hope that helps.

M5. ROGERS: It does. Thank you very
much. | don't have any further questions.

MR. DODGE: Not a question but -- not a
guestion, but we want to nake sure that we give the
parties tinme to pose questions to M. MacMullin from
Pi carro.

MR. CALDWELL: Onh, sorry. Does the
staff have questions?

M. Phillips, this is Brian Cal dwel |
with the Ofice of the Attorney General and
representing DOEE. You are famliar with sonme of the
findings that Washi ngton Gas has submtted to the
conm ssi on when they perfornmed a survey of the area
that you all perfornmed in the fugitive em ssion study.
Have you seen those subm ssions at | east --

MR. PHILLIPS: Yes. Yeah, yeah. MW --
you know, | haven't studied it recently, but the big
takeaway is | think that the | eak count by Washi ngton

Gas was quite a bit lower than the | eak count that we

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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obt ai ned in our study.

MR. CALDWELL: Correct. Yeah. And do
you have any sort of explanation for, you know, why
there m ght be, you know, a difference in the nunber
of | eaks that you've found versus the nunber of | eaks
t hat Washi ngton Gas found?

MR. PHILLIPS: Well | have a
specul ation. But | do -- | want to start by thanking
Washi ngton Gas for providing sone crucial initial
i nformation after having read the filing that I
submtted a few weeks ago. Because it allows us to
start elimnating possibilities that could explain the
di screpancy between our results.

And so one thing that has to be
conpared anong nmethods is what's the kind of size of
t he search wi ndow in which you average peaks in
concentration of methane, because, |ike, two peaks
that are, like, 5 feet apart, for exanple, are
probably related to the sanme | eak and not two
di fferent | eaks.

And so in our study we were clear that

we used a 30-neter averagi ng wi ndow, so around a

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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hundred feet. And | think that we heard that the
Washi ngton Gas Light study used 25 neters as an
averagi ng window. So that's -- those are

approxi mately the sanme, and that allows us to put that
factor to rest as sonething that would explain the

di screpancy.

And so | think what we're left with is
in -- in so many words, | think Washington Gas Light's
filing says that they were focused on super-emtters
and the | argest |eaks, where we were in our study
| ooki ng at | eaks of all sizes down to, you know, the
smal l er | eaks and, you know, for -- for both
greenhouse gas em ssions and | osses, but also for
saf ety because we know that small | eaks are not
necessarily safe | eaks.

So | think, you know, that that is
probably the difference is just the threshold at which
we are counting what is a deviation or not. And that
| think Washington Gas is using a higher threshold for
what they -- for their purposes for that study. They
made it clear that they're | ooking nostly for

super-enmtters, which cones back to the question of

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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why use advanced | eak detection for the biggest |eaks.

In fact, | think advanced | eak
detection, it's like taking a -- an X-ACTO knife to
sonet hing that you could use a butcher knife to -- to
find out, if -- if that anal ogy kind of hel ps.

The -- the CRDS technol ogy, as Bob
said, is fantastic. |It's so sensitive and precise,
and it's a bit of overkill to be using it only for the
super-emtters where the traditional equipnent would

do just fine.

MR. CALDWELL: | see. So it's really,
It sounds like -- it sounds -- it's a question of what
it is that you're -- the size of the |leak that you're
| ooking for? | mean if you're -- if you're out there

trying to find super-emtters, would that necessarily
I npact your ability to find smaller |leaks as well? O
Is it just what -- what you're deciding to count as a
| eak?

| guess, is that, like, nore of a
subj ective level rather than |ike, you know, sonething
that's -- the equi pnment would indicate?

MR. PHILLIPS: Yeah. You know, 1'd

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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| i ke to hear Bob's opinion on this, but I -- | think,

| i ke, the nore traditional flame ionization unit

equi pnent from years' past would do just fine to find
the super-emtters. And that the precision and
sensitivity of the CRDS technol ogy is way above what's
needed if the object of the study is -- is really
focused on those | argest | eaks. Those are not too
hard to find. You don't need to have advanced | eak
detection for | eaks that are very big.

MR. ACKLEY: We -- we used to -- we
used to find them by vegetation by | ooking at them
believe it or not. But | would be interested in
what -- is it Sean fromPicarro -- what they' re using
for their protocol now to indicate what a |leak is.

And 1'Il tell you -- 1'"ll strengthen
what Nathan -- | -- |I've showmn himw th the | eak
surveys is the big | eaks are the easiest ones to find.
It's no problem You can walk around with pretty nuch
any piece of equipnent and find a -- find these big
| eaks.

I n Massachusetts, we had, a few years

ago, we had over 20,000 outstanding gas | eaks that

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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were grade 3s nostly. So | don't know what Washi ngton
Gas has for outstanding grade 3s. | think we did see
some nunbers, but | think a |lot of these | eaks are
non- hazardous for explosion that we' ve detected on our
survey. |It's just that there's been a |lack of --
Picarro is using the sanme equi pnent.

W -- we are basically using the sane
sensitivity of having a baseline where we use a zero
air and can get zero nethane up to about 20 to 30 ppm
dependi ng on which equi pnent you're using. It's an
unbel i evabl e detection tool.

And then sone al gorithms have been
devel oped to say, oh, the longer you're getting the
| eak into the analyzer, the bigger the leak is, which
Is true. But if you just go over a -- a |leaking valve
that's really blowing pretty hard, you can ness that
up. There's always going to be exceptions to that
rul e.

But what is Picarro and WGL using to
say they have a leak? | -- | use a repeated deviation
and that's how | showed Picarro to use it with the

original chief technology officer Eric Crosson. And

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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he showed nme as well.
We agreed that it -- just about every
deviation is -- is a |l eak somewhere. Could be a
hundred -- | had one 150 feet away on a survey | did

In Acton in Massachusetts |ast year up on a neter set
off aroad. So it could have been an underground | eak
and expl osion hazard. But it -- it wasn't on that
one. So anyway, thank you.

M5. ROGERS: Jessica Rogers. | wll
jump in before Sean provides sort of his thought about
t he repeated deviation and the settings on the
equi pnent that we've been using. | do want to make a
poi nt of clarification here.

The conpany is not currently doing a
super-emtter program \Wen we -- we run the ALD on
the DOEE |ist that we have been been using going ward
by ward, we are | ooking at any |leak. And the |ack of

confirmati on of the | eaks does seemto be a bit of a

probl em

So we do the drive. W, | believe,
| ook for the repeated deviation. So we -- and Sean
can probably speak to this better than nme -- we do

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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mul ti pl e passes on the streets. W then check for

t hose places where we see repeated deviation. W go
out and ground truth it. And when we are ground
truthing these sanme routes that DOEE ran, we are not
getting hits for |eaks.

And so that's the part to ne that is
where | would like to see us refine this, use this
technology in the nost effective way possi bl e,

I ncl udi ng usi ng our ground truthing process
effectively and not sendi ng out our enployees to
ground truth phantons, because that's not a good use
of their time or the resources of the custoners.

So to me that's kind of where | -- and
| am not a technical person, so | amreally enjoying
hearing M. Phillips' and M. Ackley's thoughts on how
we can do this better. And again, Sean will provide
Picarro's side of the equation. But to ne it's honing
the technology to effectively ground truth.

Okay. Sean, it's your turn.

MR. BARTHOLOVEW Well | was just --

MR. MACMULLIN:. And -- and --

MR. BARTHOLOVEW Sorry. This is

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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Thomas Barthol onew with DOEE. So that was just a
statenent, not a -- not a question; right?

MR. MACMULLIN: That -- that's correct.
You know, Ms. Rogers is not a witness. She is, you
know, basically testifying or, you know, giving her a
version of, you know, what was perforned, you know, in
the study. But she was not actually out there, |
don't -- do not think out there perform ng the study
herself. Just want to namke that statenment clear.

MR. DODGE: \What Washi ngton Gas --
Washi ngton Gas understands this to be a technical
conference and that everybody is welcone to speak.

M5. PARSONS: This isn't a hearing so

MR. MACMULLIN: I'mjust pointing that
out .

M5. PARSONS: That's fine. Thank you.

MR. MACMULLIN: Yep. Since you know
anyone is wel come to speak

M5. PARSONS: OPC. For point of
clarity, it would be inportant to know if |awers are

claimng to make testinmony. So just please clarify
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that for the record.
M5. ROGERS: |'mnot a | awer here on
behal f of the conmpany. | amthe regulatory person,

and since our conpany person, M ke Upshaw, isn't here
but was here previously and testified to this very
thing at what | believe the second technical
conference, |I'mjust rem nding everybody what he said
in that technical conference because M. Ackley and
M. Phillips both asked from Washi ngton Gas's
perspective what we are doing and suggested that what
we're doing is a super-emtter program

M. Upshaw made it very clear that's
not what we're doing. And so | just wanted to bring
that up. Mke was actually on the signup |ist but
couldn't nmake it today,

MR. CALDWELL: WAs that -- he was
actually -- that question was actually directed to the
Picarro representative, not to --

M5. ROGERS: He said both Picarro and
Washi ngton Gas, and Picarro's position is not -- Sean
I's not here to speak to exactly what Washi ngton Gas

has been doing with the Picarro data after the run.
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That is all a Washington Gas effort.

The ground truthing is Washi ngton Gas
out there with Washi ngton Gas's people and then
Washi ngton Gas's foll ow up.

M5. RUZ: [|I'msorry. That's a -- so
l"'ma bit confused. So Picarro is not running the ALD
testing for WAashi ngton Gas?

M5. ROGERS: The ALD runs are done with
Picarro and Picarro's technology. The ground truthing
after is Washi ngton Gas enpl oyees.

M5. RU Z: So Washington Gas is ground
truthing super-emtter data that's picked up by
Picarro?

M5. ROGERS: It's not just
super-emtter data. It is |eak data, deviation,
repeat ed devi ati on dat a.

MS5. RU Z: But your answer is yes?

M5. ROGERS: Yes. W do the |eak
detection and repair. The ground truthing is a
standard practice at Washi ngton Gas, and so that is
part of our practice. Advanced |eak detection isn't

the ground truthing piece, it is the car or other

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Technical Conference March 18, 2025

Page 27

technology that's used to go out in advance of the
ground trut hing.

M5. RU Z: This is ny question and nore
So a request. So this is extrenely confusing for OPC
during the [ast conference. Washington Gas shared
that Picarro is the only entity involved that has the
capacity to test super-enmtters. So if there is sone
ot her capacity Washi ngton Gas has, it would be
I nportant for the rest of us to be aware.

M5. ROGERS: | think we're talking
about two different things then.

MR. CALDWELL: Could | just ask one
guestion for clarification because the -- the nunber
of |l eaks that are reported by Washington Gas in those
reports that map DOEE study area, are those the nunber
of leaks that the ALD itself is -- is picking up, or
are those the nunber of |eaks that have been ground
trut hed by Washi ngton Gas?

M5. ROGERS: It is both. So the study
shows the general nunber of hits from ALD and t hen
shows the ground truth hits. And then the ground

truth hits are the nunber that's conpared to the DOEE
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| ist, because the DOEE |ist was essentially the sane
front-end piece of ALD drive done slightly differently
w t hout the follow up ground truthing piece.

MR. CALDWELL: So you're conparing --
sorry -- you're conparing the ground truth to DOEE' s
ALD | eaks, sounds I|ike.

M5. ROGERS: Well | think we -- subject
to check because | haven't |ooked at one of those in
the | ast couple of weeks -- | believe what we do is
confirmto both.

MR. HENNI NG Just so | make sure that
| understand correctly, you keep using the phrase

"ground truthing,” and I want to make sure that --
that | understand correctly what that process is
because it sounds, as | understood it to be an awful
| ot |i ke what Bob described as the followup to an ALD
pass.

So when you say "ground truthing," that
I s Washi ngt on Gas personnel going out with traditional
equi pnment like the flanme ionization sensors or

handhel d equi pnent to go seek out where there m ght be

i ndications to actually locate the leak itself, which,
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as Bob said, mi ght be several hundred feet from where
the peak was in that process.

Sois -- is that what you're talking
about, that process that they described where you go
seek out and identify the actual |eak associated with
t hat peak on the ALD process?

M5. ROGERS: Yes. It's exactly |ike
Bob described. So | -- | conpletely agree with Bob.
That's how the process works. You do the ALD run, and
t hen you do that handheld on the ground effort. And
both pieces are needed in order to make the ALD
ef fective.

M5. PARSONS: So essentially someone --
personnel, they're walking the -- the route with the
handhel d equi pnent to check it?

MS. ROGERS: Yes.

MS. PARSONS: | want to nmake sure OPC
understands that's what -- what they're tal king about.
It's basically a two-step project -- process to get to
t he | eak.

M5. RU Z: | understand that, and
that's extrenely helpful. It was ny understandi ng
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from previous conference that that traditional
equi pnment or ability to pick up | eaks was not
avail able to Washington Gas for super-emtters.

So | guess there is sonme confusion
there, and OPC would | ove clarity on whether that is
the case or not because it's -- it's unclear at this
poi nt .

M5. PARSONS: That was not ny
under st andi ng, but -- but you clarify for --

M5. ROGERS: Sure. We have the
tradi tional technol ogy, and the traditional walking
approach. W continue to do that. W do it pursuant
to PHMSA's requirenments. And that is a capacity that
allows you to find super-emtters.

| think that what ALD adds, especially
on a small systemlike the District, but even on
bi gger systens, |ike our systemin Virginia, because
the technology is car nmounted, it's so nuch faster
t han wal king the system And so you can drive the
system you know.

Kevin, correct me if |I'mwong, but

isn't it every three years of the wal king survey is
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requi red, but we could do it so nmuch faster with ALD?

MR. MURPHY: The federal regulation
Is -- is five years for survey but three years for
vi sual inspection for atnospheric corrosion. So we
take the | ower that neans nore than mandated | eak
survey. We -- both activities done at the sanme tine.
Its boots on the ground.

You' re obviously not going to get a
at nospheric corrosion survey if you're driving by in a
car. But that's our -- our current practice is to use
the sanme type of equi pnment M. Ackl ey described to do
the | eak survey on a three-year cycle.

M5. BOTWNI CK: | have just a question
from DOEE; just a couple points of clarification. |
think the thing that we established -- | don't
remenber if it was the second or third | eak detection
conference -- was that WGL didn't have the equi pnent
to do flow rates, is that right, which is part of
i dentifying super-emtters; is that correct?

MR. MJURPHY: That -- that is correct.

M5. BOTW NI CK:  Okay.

MR. MJURPHY: Qur equipnent won't do a
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flowrate. And you heard M. Ackl ey describe kind of
the inferences that are used to determne a flowrate
using the ring-down spectroscopy.

MS. BOTWNICK: And then the other
point | wanted to clarify what | think Bob and Nate
were trying to tal k about when they suggested that WG
was just | ooking for super-emtters, the filing |
think that they were referring to was the one that WG
filed on January 30, 2025. This was in the response
to the Picarro settings.

There's | anguage in there that says
met hane concentrati ons greater than 20 ppm above
background or high persistence. These are the
detections that are prioritized, and there's a | ot of
ot her | anguage that just -- that suggests that the ALD
surveys are prioritizing these bigger |eaks.

So it's unclear if the smaller |eaks
are just not being counted or reported. And | think
that's what Bob and Nate were trying to get at. So
that | anguage is -- was a bit confusing.

MR. BARTHOLOVEW  And Thomas

Bart hol omew from DOEE. Just as a matter of process,
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we invited Bob and Nate to come to this conference to

answer questions. | don't think it's actually a great
use of tinme. | think one of those -- one of them has
to drop off, like, early fromthis nmeeting anyways.

| don't think it's a good use of tine
to sort of debate back and forth stuff we've tal ked
about at previous conferences. |f folks have
guestions for them that's what they're here to
answer. They're not getting paid nore to do this.
Li ke, they're off their contract.

So if we could use the tinme here to ask
t hem questi ons about the work they did and the
statenments that they' ve made, | think that would be
t he nost hel pful use of our tinme today.

MR HENNING | -- | don't have a
guestion. But | think think actually that they had a
guestion for Washington Gas and Picarro on what they
were using and the setting that they had for the
sensitivity that defined a deviation from baseline
t hat was done during the course of their ALD survey so
t hey can establish whether or not that m ni num

t hreshol d, before you constituted a deviation, m ght
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be the cause for why you have di screpanci es between
t he two.

| don't want to put words in either of
their mouths, but | believe that that was the question
that they posed. So if they can confirmthat that's
t he case, then we can pass that question back to both
Washi ngt on Gas and Pi carro.

MR. PHILLIPS: Yes. That is a --

you' ve captured it quite well. This is Nathan. Thank
you.

M5. ROGERS: |'m handing it over to
Sean.

MR. MACMULLIN: So | can speak a bit to
the -- the thresholding and sensitivity. So on the
Picarro system anything that's triggering at a
m ni mum of 35 ppb or 0.035 ppm above a background
| evel is considered as a signal. W do have an
al gorithm which automatically corrects for
fluctuations in the anbi ent background. So ambi ent
background is about 2 ppm but can fluctuate.

And so if there's areas of high

background or vari abl e background, the threshold
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automatically adjusts to that. So we're -- so the
systemis not triggering on -- on background
I ndi cati ons.

Fromthere | think it's really nostly a
matter of how the signals are prioritized in terns of
their -- of their response. So using flowrate as a
criteria is sonething that the Picarro system does
using the concentration as a criteria.

We tal ked about the repeatability of
detection. | call that signal persistence, but I
think that's another -- | -- | agree with -- with
Bob's statenent that that's an inportant
characteristic, is looking for -- for signals that
w Il detect nore than once across nultiple passes.

And also for the Picarro systemis
usi ng the sinultaneous neasurenent of the ethane and
met hane where ethane is a trace gas for -- for natura
gas. And so if we see ethane in the signal, we're
confident that that's froma natural gas source versus
no ethane in the signal would be nore likely froma
bi ogeni ¢ gas source.

So |l -- that's -- that's a bit of
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the -- the different paraneters that -- that we think
about fromthe perspective of prioritization of -- of

signals. But froma peer detection perspective,
it's -- it's a mnimum of 35 ppb above that
fluctuating background. Thank you.

MR. DODGE: Yeah. Thanks a |ot.

That's really great. That's probably simlar to using
our nodified tower approach, Nathan, about 30, 35 ppb?

MR. PHILLIPS: Yes. And also it's --
it's reassuring to hear that you are allowing for a
nmovi ng background val ue because we do know that it
shifts over the course of the day, as Bob said.

And in different regions of the city
you m ght have a -- a -- kind of |ike a noving
background. So it's really inportant to account for
that. So it's good to hear that you are accounting
for that.

One remaining thing that | -- | wonder

about is if you're correcting for tine lags fromthe

inlet of the -- of your analyzer to the machine. You
know, like, is that a matter of a few seconds or a
second or -- and how do you correct for that when
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you're -- when you drive one way down the street and
back the other way. You can get a shift in the
apparent | ocation of the -- of the spi ke because of
the time that it takes the gas peak to get into the
anal yzer.

So we corrected for that by doing tests
and, you know, correcting for that lag. And it helps
us to nore precisely |locate where the deviation is,
you know, fromnultiple passes. Just wondering if
that could be another reason for discrepancy. Thanks.

MR. MACMULLIN:. Yeah. That -- that is
part of our installation and calibration procedure is
to neasure that tinme delay fromthe inlet to the
anal yzer for every installation. And so that's
corrected for automatically in the software after the
installation and calibration has been done.

We usually see that -- that tine delay
depending on the -- the tubing length of -- in the car
bet ween three and four seconds.

MR. ACKLEY: Sean, just one | ast
gquestion fromne is | tried to solve the nystery with

Eric on, you know, getting these flux rates from
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various |l ocations and how we can get a flux rate when
we don't know where the em ssions point is, neaning a
hundred feet away fromthe inlet of the analyzer in
t he car.

So this whole idea that these small
| eaks are not -- these small deviations are not |arge
| eaks sonme di stance away or non-hazardous is really
i ncorrect in my opinion. And | don't know how we can
prioritize.

| would prioritize every deviation from

baseline fromthe |eaks that |'ve seen with slight

devi ations up on service lines and -- and far away.
But | don't know if Picarro has -- has now been able
to prioritize that. | -- I don't know if that's true.

s that true, Sean?

MR. MACMULLIN: From-- Bob, you're
asking froma -- froma flux or a flowrate
perspective?

MR. ACKLEY: From safety. Actually,
fromboth, fromsafety and from fl ux, because it
I ndicated in some witing that, you know, this is

prioritizing safety and flux. And | disagree -- |
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di sagree with that. | think that all the deviations
shoul d be investigated in what we call odor conpl aint
I nvestigation. You can call it ground truthing.

But it's the sanme as a public odor
conplaint. Sonmebody calling in on the phone and
saying, "I snmell gas" at a certain location. So you
woul d -- our protocol at Gas Safety Inc., since |'ve
been doing this, has been to do 300 feet in every
direction fromthe deviation, you know, fromthe
repeat ed deviation, try to hone in on it.

And luckily now I have a portable
backpack as well along with flanme ionization units and
rovers and all -- all kinds of stuff to find these
things. But it's really pretty basic to find the |eak
after once you get their repeated deviation.

But still, you haven't been able to do
t hat; have you?

MR. MACMULLIN:  Well, we have a -- we
have the -- the detection and an object to be
I nvestigated, which we call LISA or |eak indication
search area, which -- which prescribes which

particul ar pipelines based on the nultiple detections
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over nultiple passes should be inspected with handhel d
equi pnent in order to find the | eak. But that
pr ot ocol has been devel oped by Picarro and its

custoners and tested across the industry.

In -- in ternms of the flow rates,
we -- we do have the ability to neasure directly the
flow rate of each source. |It's based on the
concentration and the wind. It's about -- sort of the

precision of that is about one order of nagnitude.

So because | eaks can cone in so many
di fferent ranges of sizes across four or five orders
of magnitude, it gives that course prioritization. So
it's allowing the -- the systemto say this is a big
| eak or this is a small leak. And that's a relatively
di stant i ndependent quantification.

MR. PHILLIPS: If -- I"msorry to
interrupt, but | -- | think | have an idea of what
m ght be going on here, but | didn't mean to cut you
off if you were still speaking.

MR. MACMULLIN: Go ahead, Nathan. Yep.
Sounds right.

MR. PHILLIPS: Yeah. So | -- | think
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maybe | understand what's going on. So with a 35 part
per billion lower limt to your -- what you're using
as, you know, a deviation, a |lower threshold for what
counts as a deviation, we're -- we go |lower than that.
We go to, you know, 10 ppb approxi mtely.

And what that neans is that, let's say
that there's a very flat baseline of 2.00 parts per
mllion. That's the background. That neans that your
work -- you -- you have to see a 2.035 ppb elevation
in order to count.

We, when we're doing it, if we see a
2.020 or a zero point -- a -- a 2.025 or a zero
point -- a 2.030, we will count that if it's repeated
and in the sane |location. And we already know that --
and | think Picarro knows this well as well, that the
distribution -- the statistical distribution of |eaks

is along tail distribution, which neans that there's

many nore small | eaks than there are | arge | eaks.
It's not a bell-shaped curve. It's a
skewed curve. So there are lots of small | eaks and |

think that 35 ppb threshold that you're using is a

threshold that's higher than the one that we're using.
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And that may -- there nmay be a |l ot of those |eaks in
that in between range.
MR. MACMULLIN: It -- it's possible

that's the case. Ten ppb is about the noise threshold
of the systemitself. So within a -- a fluctuating
background of -- of about 2 ppmthere -- there may be
fal se positives that are generated fromusing that |ow
of a threshold based on the noise -- noise floor of
the anal yzer itself.

So that's why we -- that's why we pick
35 ppb as we go a little nore than three sigm above
the -- the noise threshol d.

MR. PHILLIPS: And | can see you're
bei ng conservative. | appreciate that with the
equi pnment, but | do want to also qualify that we don't
do that unless it shows up as a repeated signal in a
very flat background. And so the chances of having a
repeated deviation from you know, a -- a flat
background is very | ow.

So we don't just arbitrarily go with a
10 ppb. We see if it's a repeated deviation and we

are, you know, we are pushing the -- pushing the
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limts of the technol ogy, which is great technol ogy.
But yeah, | -- | think this could be where the
di screpancy may lie.

MR. HENNING  This is -- this is Bryan
Henning with the comm ssion staff.

Do you happen to recall -- and -- and
it's been a while since | read your report and -- and
it was rather detailed, so | want to make sure that
" mrenmenbering correctly and -- and you may have to
go back and verify.

Do you recall if the background
conditi ons when you did that survey would have
supported using that 10 ppb consistently through D.C.,
or were there enough variances that you had to use a
nore conservative approach just to deal with the --

t he atnosphere conditions of the city itself?

MR. PHILLIPS: Well I will -- 1"ll give
you ny recollection. Bob can chine in as well. But
what we do is that the background itself can vary
from you know, on one -- one day you can go out and
it's 2.000 as a background, flat as a pancake. You go

out the -- the next day or a different part of the
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city, and that background could be 2.5000 flat as a
pancake.

So the background | evel can shift even
though it's very, very flat, but it can shift by way
nore than, you know, 10 or 35 ppb. But within that
period of tinme that you' re doing that survey in that
space, if you have a very flat and stabl e background,
you're not seeing the noise that you're just picking
out noise. You're seeing a clean deviation froma
fl at background.

And in those cases when you see it on
repeat ed passes, even if you're down to 15 or 20 ppb,
you can see it.

MR. HENNING Yeah. | -- | appreciate
that. | think ny question was, do you happen to
recall if when you did your study in the city that it
had that nice clean flat background, or was it -- was
It subject to a little nore variance as you nove
through it, given that | know that the -- the city and
condi tions can change pretty significantly?

I'"'m-- I"mless concerned about exactly

where that |evel was, but | just want to make sure
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whet her or not the conditions at the time matched to

t hose that you've identified where you woul d use that

| ower sensitivity level since it -- it sounds |like you
believe that may be the cause of the discrepancy.

MR. ACKLEY: Nathan, | can -- | can
junp on this here and say that the -- the baseline
| evel throughout the District was really good. This
nmovi ng of the baseline occurs really in the norning.
At night the m xing |ayer shrinks, and the nethane is
conpr essed.

And then as the sun cones out, you
coul d get baselines pretty high, 3, 4 ppm at night.
And then at sunrise it'll pop up and then it'll cone
down to a -- a -- close to 2 part per mllion baseline
unl ess we have an at nospheric pressure change.

And you could get really crazy stuff
happeni ng on an -- on an atnospheric pressure change
with gas com ng out of the ground that has been held
in. It's kind of like a burping day. Sonme days we
have a | ot of gas com ng out of the ground and ot her
days you won't.

But the -- the equi pnmrent and what
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t hey' ve done, as you heard from Sean and you heard
fromus, we -- we devel oped a novi ng baseline with our
data, and it works really great.

And | will say, according to what you
asked your -- your specific question, |I'Il conpare it
to Manhattan, which |I've done, which had a | ot of
conprom sed sewers. So the baseline shifted around
from nei ghbor hood to nei ghborhood dependi ng on how bad
t he sewer systemwas. And you could snell the sewage,
especially up in the upper west side.

| ve been up and down every street in
the District twce now -- well actually four tines.
because | -- we did nmultiple passes, and there weren't
areas in the District that were really, you saw that
this baseline was corrupted by the sewage system And
that's really one thing that will -- will corrupt it
m dday as you go into an area and the sewage system
w ||l be conprom sed.

So our data, | think, was really good
and | stand behind it, and | think it's really -- |
don't know what the protocol is for Washington Gas on

a public odor conplaint at a street address. And
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that's how | would handl e every one of these
devi ati ons as you go down the street.

So sonebody woul d be dispatched to a
| ocati on, and they should be checking every direction
300 feet. And they would have a map of all the
facilities in their truck to do a flane ionization gas
det ector survey of every pipeline within 300 feet.

And typically, if they're still getting
a deviation, if they had the analyzer, it -- they --
t hey woul d be going inside houses because there m ght
be gas inside a house that's com ng out a w ndow,
which we've had before as well. So there was gas
| oading up in a basenent.

So if you're getting that repeated
devi ation, you should be able to find it. So I -- |
| ook at the equi pnent and the procedures for the
public order conplaint investigation is where | see
the problem

MS. RU Z: The conm ssion covered ny
guesti on.

M5. PARSONS: All right. Any other

guestions or should we go ahead and nove on? We'l|
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|l et the -- the people on -- on virtual step off if
they -- if they don't want to attend the rest of it.

Thank you for your tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you.
Appreciate it.

MR. CALDWELL: Thank you. For the
record, | just want to say that the fugitive em ssion
study was -- it was submtted at the end of 2021. |
think | said 2023.

M5. PARSONS: Thank you. Yes. |
believe was -- wasn't it submtted in 1154, the
matter?

MR. CALDWELL: Yes. In 1130 as well.

MS. PARSONS: Oh, also 1130. Thank
you.

MR. ACKLEY: |'Il stay if there's any
ot her questions and drop off in a bit. Thanks.

M5. PARSONS: Thank you. It's al nost
three o'clock. | know we usually power through. Does
anyone want to take a break this afternoon or are you
okay to go ahead and start the next step?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That woul d be
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fine, five m nutes.

MS. PARSONS: Yeah, that's fine. All
right. Can we take a five-m nute break?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You want a
five-m nute break? Thank you.

(OFf the record.)

M5. PARSONS: All right. | think we're
ready to get started again.

MR. WALLER: Okay. Thank you very
much. M nane is Jacob Waller. |'m Manager of Codes
and Standards at Washington Gas as we went through in
the introduction. So | really appreciate M. Ackley's
final comments there with respect to what do -- what
does the gas conpany do when they are responding to
reports of an odor or an initial claimby a |Ieak
survey technician.

And that brings us to | eak grading
protocols which, in essence, is the assignnent of a
| evel of hazard to a |eak indication.

| don't know how to advance the slides.

M5. PARSONS: Next slide, you'll say.

MR. WALLER: \Who is advanci ng? Next
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slide. |Is that -- is that you?

MR. HENNI NG No. We have our IT

support --

MR. WALLER: Ch wow. Okay. Great. W
have an -- an operations and mai nt enance manual , which
Is a set of -- a set of practices, policies, and

procedures in response to Title 49 of the Code of
Federal Regul ations part 192.

And within -- within that docunent we
have a section titled "Leak Grading, Repair, and
Monitoring Criteria.” And this forns the basis for
| eak assessnent policy at Washi ngton Gas.

So we have an indication which my be
pronpted by a -- a drive by froman -- an advanced
| eak detective vehicle. And in response to an
i ndi cation or a signal which occurs, you know, during
mul tiple passes -- | believe the phrase was "deviation
from baseline"” -- we would follow this procedure to
assess the level of hazard and assign a grade 1, 2,
or 3.

Thi s has been on the books for a nunber

of years, but the purpose of this slide was in part
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just to show that fromten years prior, we've nade
several revisions, nostly editorial. But we did make
a maj or change to the way we approach grading to align
with -- actually it is the New York Codes of Rules and
Regul ations, which is shown on the next slide.

So in 2021, we adopted an approach,
like | said, froml think it's Title 16 of the New
Yor k Code of Rules and Regul ation that -- that demands
a -- an assignnmnent of hazard a grade. They're called
types in New York, but we call them grades as a
function of |eak concentration and proximty to a
structure as well as the ground cover, which -- which
| i es above the -- above the |eak, should it be a
bel ow ground | eak.

| would be remss if | didn't nention
that any -- any indication that gets -- that gets
I nside a house, or any occupied structure would pronpt
a -- a classification of hazardous.

So this is New York's graphic. W took
it and nodified it, and the result is shown on the
next slide.

So what you had was nore of a profile
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view in New York. W took the opportunity to, you
know, at our own tactic, which is a bird's eye view,
whi ch woul d have you scope out a | eak, determ ne

the -- the extent of the leak. That is the -- the
spread of area that the | eak covers that's bound by a
reading of zero -- zero gas. So that -- that would be
a spread of -- that would be the -- the mgration
pattern, as it were.

And you have a -- you end up with a
col l ection of concentrations, proximties to
structures, and ground covers. So when you m x all
those three factors together, you end up with an
assi gnment of grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3, which is
I n order of nobst hazardous to non-hazardous, or
| mmedi ately hazardous to non-hazardous 1, 2, and 3
respectively.

So for exanple, if -- if | detect any
gas reading within 10 feet of a building wall, the
| eak grade is 1, and that receives i medi ate and
continuous treatnment until resolved.

If | am 25 feet froma -- a leak, |'m

in the yellow zone that's beyond 20, but within 30, I
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believe. Sorry, the text is a little bit small. And
if | have an unpaved area and |I'm 20 percent gas and
air as nmy peak concentration, | receive a | eak grade
of 3. And this would be, you know, the closest to the
bui |l di ng structure.

So every leak is going to have kind of
a spread, a unique fingerprint, and you know,
you're -- you're taking all of these things into
consi deration.

You're al so taking into
consideration -- into consideration whether or not a
| eak makes its way into a substructure, |ike a sewer
line, or a stormdrain, or a water -- water neter box.
And those have their own criteria as well.

| -- I would note, as | listened to the
ALD talk earlier, it occurred to nme that 1 percent gas
inair is 10,000 ppm So you know, when -- when we
assign grades to |l eaks, we're -- we're on those orders
of magni t ude.

We tal ked about 35 ppb, 0.035 ppm |
believe that's the -- if a ppb is a thousandth of a

ppm we're at a much |ower scale than -- than what we
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deal with when we're -- when we're tal king about |eak
gr ades.

Just -- that just occurred to ne, and
it -- it inpressed upon nme that the scale at which ALD

Is | ooking at |eaks is much finer than what we have
hi storically used for decades.

MR. CUMBERBATCH: Questi on.

MR. WALLER: Yes.

MR. CUMBERBATCH. So the -- the graph

here says it's visually grading for typical single

famly house. |Is this grading -- and |I'm seeing, you
know, the distances fromthe -- the structure or the
house -- is this the sane for |leaks, let's say, froma
commercial building or from-- in the mddle of the

street or froma construction site?

Just trying to understand if there's
a -- adifferent system based on where the leak is
originating from

MR. WALLER: That's a great point. And
there was a question that came in with respect to the
way the nei ghborhoods and this -- the | andscape, the

streetscapes look in -- in Washington, D.C. It's
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oftentines different froma single-famly hone.

You'll have nore rows of hones or commercial and --
and residential, you know, lining -- lining the
street.

So it's the sane anywhere you go.

You -- you have a point in space that you've, --
you've created. It's -- it's usually a -- alittle
borehole into the -- the ground. And that -- that

spot is X distance away fromthe nearest building.

So it doesn't matter if you're in, you
know, Reservoir Road where there are single-famly
homes, or out here in front of this building. You
have a spot. You have a proximty to a -- the -- the
nearest building wall that's X feet. You have a gas
concentration that's determ ned by a conbusti bl e gas
I ndi cator, and you have street cover, which out here |
noticed it was paved from sidewal k to sidewal k or
buil ding to buil ding.

So you have to mx all of those three
no matter where you are: commercial, industrial,
residential district.

MR. CUMBERBATCH. Right. But wouldn't
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that make a -- wouldn't there be a difference if the
|l eak is froma service line conpared to a main |line?

MR. WALLER: Typically, the |eak
grading criteria are pipeline type agnostic. So
oftentimes what you'll end up with when it's a | eak
along a service line is a | eak that propagates closer
to a building wall because the nains are typically out
in the street and the service lines travel to the
bui | di ng wal | s.

So -- but that's just a function of the
system design. You know, it -- at the end of the day
we're | ooking at points in space, what kind of gas
concentrations are we getting, and how cl ose are they
to structures.

M5. ROGERS: So Jacob, is it right that

when we think about |eak grading in a, |ike, heavy
urban environnment |ike ours -- high pavenent, dense
buil dings -- you're just going to see nore 1 and 2

when a | eak happens rather than in a rural environnment
where you m ght get nore 3s?
MR. WALLER: Yes. Exactly. |If you

coul d go back one prior slide, you'll notice in the
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| ocati on colum it says, "Paved area or unpaved area."
If I was out in front of this building along G Street
Northwest, I'd be in a paved area. And if | just
glance fromside to side, from conpari ng paved areas
to unpaved areas, you're generally at a higher --
meani ng | ower nunber, sorry -- grade higher level of
hazar d.

If you see the yellow, it -- it
especially sticks out, you know, 2 and 1 versus 3
and 2. It gets -- it gets near equival ent when you're
far away. That is beyond 30 feet away from a
structure. But in -- in general, that's true.

M5. RU Z: A question along the sane
lines. This is Al eksandra from OPC.

In the operations manual, do you
consi der whether the leak is by power lines, for
exanpl e, which would change the risk of different
ki nds of leaks? |Is that included?

MR. WALLER: Ch, we don't nention power

lines. |'mthinking to nyself, what would that | ook
like? And if | had a -- a gas line that's nearby a
power |ine, which happens, you know. These -- these
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utilities are crossing and they' re traveling in, you
know, in parallel at times. That's not a
consi deration.

| -- 1 would be remiss if | didn't
rem nd nyself right now that the question posed
earlier about the type of pipeline does have a
gqualifier, and we're going to get into that. That is,
we have system pressures. We have a transm ssion
system which is upstream of a distribution system
and certain pipelines that are -- just call them high
pressure, imrediately receive a higher grade.

So beyond this graphic, there's --
there is what we call "special considerations,” which
" mabout to get to. And yeah, proximty to
structures, the -- the whole risk is that we're --
we' re encroachi ng upon sources of ignition. So | just
want to highlight that.

M5. RUZ: That's -- that's very
hel pful. So do you have a list in the operations
manual of the kind of structure that could be in
proximty and increase that risk in,

specifically, D.C ?
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MR. WALLER: Let's take a | ook at the
speci al considerations, which are all listed on
subsequent slides and see -- see what -- what kind of
circunstances dictate, you know, considerations beyond
just this -- this graphic.

MR. MJURPHY: Jacob probably has it on
ot her slides, but type of -- it's -- if it's an
occupi ed structure, it gets the sane treatnent.

M5. ROGERS: Well and then there's also
the, |ike, confined substructures. So, like, if it's
an underground power line in our confined underground
space, that would sort of fall into that substructure
category, | would guess. | honestly don't know.

So --

MR. WALLER: It's -- it's possible.
This is a great discussion by the way, because you're
really getting nmy wheels churning. Think about an
el ectric duct bank. You have concrete structures.
They carry conduits that have electric lines. You
said electric line earlier -- sonebody did.

And if gas were to get in there, you

woul d be in the confined spaces, nanhol es, valve
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boxes, other substructures category. And if | -- if |
just get 3 percent or greater gas in that structure --
trapped in that structure, it -- it's a grade 1 which
demands i medi ate and conti nuous response.

So fromthat angle, you know, electric
lines -- | think, you know, it's probably a little
nore possible -- probable is the word I'm | ooking for,
that it would be a sewer line or a stormdrain.

But -- but it's possible to -- to kind of mgrate into
t hese duct banks. You just said someone said electric
earlier, so to | everage that exanple.

But yeah. Any -- any occupi ed buil ding
receives the sanme | evel of treatnment, neaning hone,
school, comercial building. If it -- if it can get
in there, we want to know how cl ose the gas is and at
what concentration it's -- it's reaching.

MR. CALDWELL: Can | ask a quick

clarifying question? W have the different colors --

red, orange, yellow, green -- and differentiated by
paved area and unpaved area. | just want to
understand, |ike, the reason for specifying whether

it's paved or unpaved, is that a function of the
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material that's on top, or is that just an indication
if it's paved, it neans it's probably closer to a
structure?

MR. WALLER: ©Ch, that's a great
guestion. To ne, when you're tal king about a paved
wall to wall atnosphere, like |I keep referring to --
it's such a great exanple out in front of this
building -- when it's paved, that gas has a harder
time of escaping through the soil.

So to us it represents -- that's an
I nherently higher |evel of hazard because the
m gration can -- can be extensive before that gas
finds the path of |east resistance and makes its way
up through the soil. That -- that barrier serves to

kind of trap the gas and then it can travel in many

areas, which, you know, demands a -- a, you know,
pretty thorough -- a very thorough | eak survey to --
to kind of figure out where -- where your perineter of
zeros is, as you kind of deduce the -- the |eak spread

or profile.
M5. ROGERS: Well -- and | think to

your point, Jacob, that it's mgrating to the place of
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| east resistance to escape. That's when you're
| ooking at, like, substructures and interior spaces.
And that's why you need to cover a broader range?

MR. WALLER: Right. Substructures

especially receive pretty strict rules. If -- if |
may, | mean, you're tal king about just 3 percent,
which is, you know, not trenendously high if -- if the

spectrum of percentages is fromO to 100. And any --
any node by which gas can m grate poses a hazard,;
substructures, paved areas. This is why we

di scrim nate between paved areas and unpaved areas.

MR. HENNING | just had a question
about the weather. Does the -- does changes in the
weat her, it can cause novenents in gas to change as
well, right? Are there sone |eak types or places
where the weat her change woul d nmake a | eak nore
dangerous than it would normally be?

MR. WALLER: We are m ndful of the
weat her. And you have to -- yeah, we recogni ze that,
let's say, we had frozen ground. It would mean that
t he inspection pattern -- when -- when we go, we want

to see where the -- where this profile or where this
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shape that the | eak plume underground occupies. W

woul d"'ve to go further. If it's wet, you know, |eaks
may -- may spread further.
So, you know, the -- the approach is

the same in dry weather as it is cold or wet weather.

You're formng a perineter of zeros if -- if that
makes -- if that nmkes sense. W call it |eak
centering.

MR. HENNI NG  Yeah. No, that -- no,
that's helpful. So I nmean, that's sonething that when
soneone's like on site, they're -- they're noting that
and they're changing their -- their approach based on
the weather, or is that just -- how would -- how does

that conme to bear?

MR. WALLER: Yes. We're tal king about
| eak grading, but there's another section that I
didn't highlight. Shane on me. | should have
included a slide. It's called "leak investigation."
And it shows that a perineter that you have to achi eve
before you can, you know, affirmatively say, "I've got
the | eak surrounded."

MR. CUMBERBATCH:. Jason from OPC agai n.
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So -- so the leak grading, is it essentially the point
where the gas escapes, and based on the distance or

t he paraneters around that escape point that's --

MR. WALLER:  Oxay.

MR. CUMBERBATCH: ~-- determ nes the
grade?

MR. WALLER: Ckay. Great question.
VWhat we're doing is we're -- we're finding any

substructures that we can find, first off. So you see
that little yellow valve box in the street. W're
checking there if -- if there's a |leak indication at
this house along the surface |ine.

But we're al so probing the ground
with -- with drills or bars and creating what's call ed
a bar hole. And we're nmeasuring the gas concentration
within that hole that extends down to our pipeline.
It's about an inch and a quarter in diameter, give or
t ake.

So we're not waiting for gas to escape.
We're -- we're actually piercing the ground so that we
can detect gas that's, you know, shifting throughout

the soil or flowng froma | eak.
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MR. MURPHY: And the -- the relative
di stance is judged fromthe highest concentration
detected. That's where you're making the grade
assi gnnment ?

MR. WALLER: Yes. That's a great

question. | really appreciate that because if |
wasn't clear on that, | -- | apol ogize. But we have
to -- we determ ne the concentration, not just from

standi ng on the surface and, you know, we have the --
they're wands. And that's hel pful because they could
be inserted into holes into the ground.

M5. BOTWNICK: | have a foll ow up
guestion. This is Katya Botwi nick from DOEE. How are
| eaks treated if they're com ng from above ground? |If
It's determned that the leak is com ng from

above-ground infrastructure, how are they treated and

gr aded?

MR. WALLER: Right. So above-ground
| eaks -- if | had a leak at a -- I'mtrying to think
how | should do this, because they -- they cone, yeah,

absolutely. They come up in further slides.

There's -- there's a -- a big one we should probably
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knock off, you know, the checklist.

If -- if the -- the person that's
novi ng these slides can advance to the -- one slide
forward, please. Ah, that's great.

Okay. So -- so what about
above-ground? |1'mgoing to kind of leap off this. So
i f you have an above-ground leak, |like a |leak at a
meter set or a riser -- neter sets are very common;
you'll see them outside of buildings or inside --
they -- they're either hazardous or non-hazardous, one
or the other. And -- and if they're hazardous, they

get treated the sane way as a grade 1 | eak.

So this shows up in our special
consi derations, which you're reading a lot. There's a
| ot of text here. But what -- what this is supposed
to do is just show an evolution over time of criteria
t hat have been, you know, listed within the O&M and
then we've -- we've refined that the -- the
descri ptor.

MS. RU Z: VWhile you' re expl aining,
could you please add what constitutes a hazardous | eak

when it's above ground? So you -- you nentioned it's
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the sanme as a grade 1 |eak, but could you explain what
constitutes hazardous, or how do you get to that
poi nt ?

MR. WALLER: Yeah. Hazardous | eaks
represent an -- an inmedi ate danger that requires
| mmedi ate action or continuous action until the
condition is no |longer hazardous. And that kind of
dovetails with the definition of a grade 1 |leak. A
grade 1 |leak is a hazardous | eak.

And so what does that nean? Well if --
If it's audi ble from above-ground, if | can hear it
hissing, it's a -- it's a hazardous |eak, which if it

results in conbustible m xtures around sources of

ignition, or could result, i.e., an inside |eak, then
it's a -- it's a hazardous leak. |If it's resulted in
a fire or explosion, that's a hazardous leak. If it's

an outside leak that's traveling under or into a
Sstructure, it's a hazardous | eak.

So we have these considerations |isted
here. They show up in the C&M as well too. We're
trying to -- I'mmatching this graphical, you know,

kind of cut and dry with these qualifiers that you
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need to consi der. But in essence, a hazardous | eak
is -- represents an emergency to us.

M5. BOTW NI CK:  Just one nore
foll owup. How many of the above-ground | eaks woul d
you say are hazardous? |If you can, like, it could be
a rough guess. |I'mjust --

MR. WALLER: That data is avail abl e.
Above-ground | eaks are -- | would be guessing.

M5. ROGERS: We can get that
i nformation for you.

MR. WALLER:  Yeabh.

M5. ROGERS: |'Il save Jacob from
guessi ng.

MR. HENNING  This is Bryan Henning
with the staff. | -- | noticed the color indicators

as you went through on this slide. Does that reflect
when the revision was added? So, i.e., the text in
the light green was added in that revision? The text
in the blue was added in that revision? Sanme for the
text in red?

MR. WALLER: Yes. It represents when

that text becanme effective.
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MR. HENNI NG  Okay. And then the giant
red box, is that because that was updated in the --
the '23 revision or just a highlight that all of that
anal ysis was replaced with the -- the graphical
approach to it?

MR. WALLER: Yeah. First off, we tried
our best to sunmmarize ten years' worth of evolution in
aslide. Sol'm-- I"mreally apol ogetic about al
the text here. But that big red box is supposed to
draw ny attention to the fact that that one statenment
was -- was an approach and the paradigmshift to the
| eak gradi ng graphic occurred in -- effective
January 1, 2021

So for exanple, back in 2012, if | were
talking to you in 2012, | would ve said -- all |
woul d've said is any CG -- that's conbusti bl e gas
I ndi cator -- reading 75 percent or greater is a -- is
a grade 1. And we've -- we've really, really added
| ayers to that. |If that --

MR. HENNING No. That answered
perfectly.

MR. CUMBERBATCH: |'m sorry. Just one

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Technical Conference March 18, 2025

Page 70

| ast followup question. Just follow ng up on DCEE s
guestion of how many hazardous | eaks are above-ground.
So in ternms of the recording of the | eaks, which is
done on the LI DARCC dat abase, how do you differentiate
between the two tabs of above-ground | eaks and

under ground | eaks?

Because ny understanding is the
above-ground | eaks are the conplaints that are nade by
either residents or that's -- that's called in or, you
know, and the underground | eaks are what is determn ned
by the technicians when they conme on the site.

M5. ROGERS: | think that subject to
Kevin and Jacob's correction, as always, you can have
a -- acall out, an odor call, for either above or
bel ow-ground leak. It's essentially just an
i ndi cation that sonebody snells sonet hing.

And then we send a crew out and they
| ook for where that leak is com ng from which again,
coul d be underground but found its way out, or from an
above-ground source. |Is that right, Jacob?

MR. WALLER: Yes. \When you call in a

| eak, we're going to do an above-ground and a
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bel ow- ground assessnment. | nean, getting -- when we
pinpoint it that -- that will be telltale. But if we
can't find it, you know, from-- on a neter set using
soap and water or sonething like that, or a Cd, it
wi Il pronmpt a bel owground investigation.

But we, you know, when we get calls,
the -- the leaks are -- they cone from both spaces.

MR. MJURPHY: So it's been a mnute

since | perused through the LI DAROCC dat abase process.

But there -- there is reporting of odor conplaints in
LI DAROC. Those are custoner calls. It's odor of gas
in the air nost comonly. And the -- the resources we

send, we colloquially refer to them as our
above-ground technician. They do nmai ntenance on
above-ground assets. They do the nmeter -- neter work,
customer prem se worKk.

So as -- as was said, if we get out
there, and that -- that first responder does the
assessnment and determ nes the |eak is bel ow ground,
they'll -- they'll go through the gradi ng process, and
if it can be scheduled for repair, a 2 or a 3, it's --

it's scheduled for repair, and that's the end of that
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visit until an underground nai ntenance crew can deal
with it.

If they get out there and it's above
ground, they nake the judgnent. |s this hazardous?
Do | need to deal with this or get sonebody out here
who can deal with it? O is it non-hazardous? Can |
schedule it for repair or not even schedule it for
repair? Gade 3s can be nonitored in the next |eak
service cycle.

So it's alittle convoluted in LI DARCC
dat abase because of the way the -- the prescriptive
way it's defined in -- in the DCMR It says give us
this, and so that we do that. And it does naeke it a
little hard to digest. But whether it's above or
below it -- it still goes to a hazard assessnent.

MR. CUMBERBATCH:. Thank you. Thank
you.

MR. HENNING | guess the followup to
t hat question then is when you are | ooking through
these in LIDAROC, is there an easy way to
differentiate whether it was an above- or bel ow ground

| eak?
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MR. MURPHY: | don't knowif it's easy
and I'm-- I'mguessing it's not. W've had multiple
techni cal conferences around LI DAROCC and we -- we
really struggled to find a comopn understanding. [|I'm
al ways up for another go. And -- and | -- | don't
think I can do it by the seat of ny pants here w thout
it in front of me. But | -- we -- we recognize that's
been a perennial topic of discussion.

MS. RU Z: Well OPC would wel cone that

for anot her LI DAROC focused conference. | al so
have -- oh, go ahead.
MR. HENNING | was just going to say,

| -- | actually believe that that is part of this
broader 1178 di scussion process, is -- is how we m ght
I nprove that. We were trying to get what we thought
m ght be the easier conponent, which is howis a grade
derived? But | -- | think we will get into that
di scussion as we go further into this process.

MS. PARSONS: That woul d probably be,
| i ke, the next stage we would focus on LI DARCC.

M5. RU Z: | have just one | ast

guestion about the first slide and the conversation
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around it. What part of the operations manual, if
any, addresses a situation where -- for exanple, it's

Georgetown. There's a row of structures that are
entirely surrounded by cenent. Does the operation
manual s direct or informhow far out you should be
testing for underground | eaks?

MR. WALLER: Yes, yes. Absolutely. So
in the |l eak investigation section of the O&M which is
section 3221 -- this is 3222; it just precedes this --
you nmust -- you nust test in a situation like that.

It's Georgetown. You said it's -- it's
all paved. So you're going to be drilling holes along
the -- the main and the service -- the area in
guestion till you forma perinmeter of zero readi ngs
t hat you know, where -- where gas is -- is not
observed. So you have the -- kind of like a |asso
around the -- the leak -- the mgration profile.

So yes. You would be -- you woul d be
doing that in Georgetown. And that's -- that's
defined in not the -- not not the grading, the
assessnent of hazard, but in the -- the kind of the --

t he nmechani cs behind the -- the assessnent.
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| wish | had that graphic right now,
but --

M5. ROGERS: | was just thinking that
woul d' ve been a good, |ike, fancy graphic that we need
to invest in.

MR. WALLER: Yes.

MS. ROGERS: Like, invest in.

MR. WALLER: It's not so fancy. But it
Is effective.

Grade 2, so what do | nmean exactly when

| say grade 27?

Because grade 1,

t hose are hazar dous

and require i nmmedi ate and conti nuous response until

r esol ved.

But the next slide defines a grade 2 |eak.

That's non- hazardous at the tinme of discovery but

requires schedul ed repair.

It used to say

we -- we felt it

t hese | eaks are cleared within

"justifies,"” but just editorially,

better to -- to say "requires."
These - -

one cal endar a year,

are nonitored every six --

downgraded. That is a --

And t hen once again,

si x mont hs unti l

not to exceed fifteen nonths and

cl eared or

a possibility.

we have these
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speci al considerations. These happen to -- to neet --
meet up pretty closely with the diagram-- the

graphi cal di agram
So you know, if |I'mreadi ng one of

these currently, and | see the term"Cd," again, I'm
going to say a conbustible gas indicator reading at
top right of less than 10 percent gas in air in a
paved area or |less than 20 percent gas in air in an
unpaved area within 20 feet of a building wall.

That's a nouthful. But those are all
kind of graphically represented in -- in the figure
we -- we showed.

M5. RU Z: | have a question around
what you just nentioned. |Is there alimt to how

often or frequently grade 2 | eaks can be downgraded?

MR. WALLER: |If you were going to

downgrade a grade 2 | eak, you can only go -- there is
alimt. It could only be downgraded as far as a
grade 3. So that's -- that is a theoretical
possibility.

And then you're going to have several

opportunities to downgrade a | eak. That is one
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during -- if there's pinpointing activity. So a grade
can be assigned by a |leak survey technician or a
service operations technician as part of a |eak survey
or a response to an odor call.

Then you're going to want to pinpoint
the | eak and get a sense for, you know, where it's
specifically comng from That's going to be assessed
by a bel ow-ground crew, a crew with those tools that |
menti oned, bore holes into the ground, especially
pavement .

When you do that, you can downgrade a
| eak if the readings you' re getting, you know,

di sagree with the original assessnment that was only
above-ground. O if you reassess the |eak six nonths
fromthe original investigation, you have an
opportunity to downgrade the | eak.

But if it remains a grade 2 after one
cal endar year not to exceed fifteen nonths, it needs
to have been resolved or repaired.

MR. CUMBERBATCH: So just to clarify,
you have up to 15 nonths or 12 to 15 nonths to repair

a grade 2 | eak?
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MR. WALLER: Yes.

MR. CUMBERBATCH. So | guess that's
probably where | think OPC needs sone clarification.
We were under the inpression that grade 2 | eaks woul d
be repaired in -- within a six-nonth period.

MR. WALLER: It should be assessed
within a six-nmonth period. But unless there's sone
sort of agreenent that |I'mnot aware of, you know,
| i ke an order or sonmething, the -- the O&M fol | ows
that they should be nonitored at |east every six
nont hs and then repaired within cal endar year, NTE
fifteen nonths.

MR. DODGE: Jacob, if I may. John
Dodge with Washi ngton Gas. These are not Washi ngton
Gas's standards. The -- the derivation of these is
federal law, is that correct?

MR. WALLER: Alnost. The -- the
derivation of this is froma federally recogni zed
group, the Gas Piping Technol ogy Commttee and their
grading criteria that is in the -- they're known as
the GPTC, and they have a -- a guide for distribution

and transm ssion and gathering operators. And they
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outline this tinmefrane.
There is no tinmeframe in -- in the
federal -- federal regulations. There was a proposed

timeframe that appeared in a proposed rule that is
call ed the Advanced Leak -- well known as the Advanced
Leak Detection Rule, but it is TBD.

MR. HENNING So | actually have -- |
have two questions. |1'mgoing to start with the
updat ed PHMSA rul emaki ng on that.

Presum ng that what was published as
the -- the Notice of Proposed Rul emaking, and then the
January 17th publication, presum ng that that actually
i's inmplemented and passed forward, do you anticipate
that there will be any changes to how you go about
grading these leaks? | -- | know that there are going
to be repair changes in tinelines, but do you -- do
you anticipate that that will change your grading
process for |eaks?

MR. WALLER: Not repairs, but grading,
yes, because we are conpelled to understand | eak fl ow
rates within ALD, which it's very inportant to

understand that, you know, currently as our technol ogy
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suite exists, we are not considering flow rate when we
assign grade. It's just, as | said, concentration,
proximty to structures, ground cover.

MR. HENNING Do you have an estimate
for when that's going to be established within the O&M
manual ?

MR. WALLER: | do not. W woul d've had
a timeline should the ALD rule, you know, not been
resci nded or w t hdrawn.

MR. HENNING Right. Published on
January 17th is an inportant conponent to that, I'm--
|'"maware. Then the -- the second question that |
have for you is, when we're discussing this
downgr adi ng process, do you know when those -- when
| eaks that are done repaired -- done repaired -- when
| eaks that are repaired are submtted to your annual
PHVSA report and they're categorized as hazardous
or -- or other, is that categorization based upon the
initial finding and categorization, or is it based
upon the grade of the leak at the time at which it is
repaired?

VWich is to say, if you downgrade it,
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does it go in as a -- a non-hazardous for the purposes
of that report, or is it hazardous because that's what

It was when you found it?

MR. WALLER: 1'd like to check. | --

MR. MURPHY: It's -- it's classified as
what -- how it was categorized at the -- at the tinme
of repair. So you know, if -- if a1l -- it's very

possi ble that a | eak survey technician with [imted
ability to do an underground m gration investigation,
gets out there and says, "This is a 1." An
under ground crew puts down bar holes really
under stands the true extent of mgration and says,
“No. Actually it's a 2. W fixit. It's -- it's
going to be reported as a nonhazard.

MR. HENNI NG  Okay. Thank you.

M5. ROGERS: And | think going back to
your question about the tabl ed, pulled, unclear,
uncl ear status of the federal rul emaking, when we had,
i n our January 30th report, tal ked about a
super-emtter program | think where that programis
useful using ALD, | ooking at the em ssions or the | eak

rates, it -- it's the grade 3s; right?
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Because the grade 3s -- and maybe a
little bit of grade 2 -- but the grade 3s in
particular, a higher |eak rate doesn't necessarily
mean that you' re getting noved up because you're out
in the mddle of the street or, you know, for other
parts of our service territory, not D.C., it could be
in the mddle of a field.

But that's a place where we see ALD, a
super-em tter program using ALD, that woul d nake a
difference in the em ssions and would really

prioritize | eaks that otherw se m ght not get the

priority.

MR. HENNING And -- and just to nake
sure that nmy intuition is correct and -- and aligns
with what it sounded |i ke Bob and -- and Nat han were

saying, that's driven by the fact that realistically a
grade 1 leak is just not open |ong enough to emt that
much gas regardl ess of the size, because it has to be
repaired or addressed immediately. So it just doesn't
have | ong enough to admt that nuch gas?

MR. MJURPHY: |'m not a hundred percent

sure I'm-- I'mfollowing you. But you know, if -- if
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a grade 1 is picked up with an ALD devi ce capabl e of
estimating flow rate, we know when we found it and how
much we think it m ght've been flow ng when we found
it.

When that started flow ng, we don't
know whether it -- the rates went up and down over
time. You -- you can't -- it's not going to be useful
for estimating em ssions. And a grade 1 if it's going
to be worked as a grade 1 is going to be continually
wor ked and |ikely resolved before the end of a shift.

M5. ROGERS: Well and it's also, |ike,
when you think about the diagram and the percentage of
gas to air, like, obviously if you have a big | eak and
in close proximty to a building, that's going to
I ncrease the grade.

So | do think that that's probably what
Bob was thinking about. | nmean he's still on the
call, so he can certainly opine. But to ne | think
t hat when | think about the use of ALD on
super-emtters, it really is targeting those things
t hat woul d be grade 3 but for the size of the |eak.

MR. WALLER: Absolutely. Yeah. Back
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to the discussion about grade 1s and repairing right
away, it's -- it's funny. You know, the ALD woul d've
had us designate a grade 2 a leak that's emtting
10 standard cubic feet per hour or nore and grade 3 --
repairable grade 3 as between 5 and 10. And then they
had a non-repairable grade 3 as |ess than 5.

So that maybe -- nmaybe the thinking

behind the code witers, if |I can presune, was that

you know, your grade 1s are -- are not going to change
as a function of flowrate. They -- the flow rate
does -- doesn't appear. You know, you have dangerous

situations in proximty to, you know, occupied
structures. Fix themright away and hone in on those
grade 2s and 3s, which we otherw se wouldn't have had
that insight, you know, with respect to flow rate.

M5. RU Z: | have a foll owup question
around when the grade is assigned or what -- what
point in tine it's based off of, the nonent of repair
versus the nonent it's called in. |Is that the sane
case for when you're providing the code in LI DAROC or
Is it different fromthe PHVSA reporting?

MR. MJURPHY: And | don't have LI DARCC
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in front of nme, but you used the word "code."” Code is
different than grade. Code is a prioritization of
the -- in the dispatch office.

M5. RUZ: Oh, that's part of ny
guestion. So I'mtrying to understand when you said
that the grading happens or is reflective of the |evel
of hazard at the nmonent of repair, is that true for
what is being inputted into LI DAROC as well as a PHVSA
reporting?

M5. ROGERS: Well | think when things
are put into LIDAROC, isn't that, |like, the call out
time? And so it's the call-out, and then once we've
got a tech on the ground, they assess the scene and
determ ne whether it's a grade 1

MR. WALLER: Ri ght.

M5. ROGERS: And they imediately
repair, or it's not a grade 1 and they need additional
-- may or may not need additional crews to help
establish the gradi ng?

MR. MURPHY: | think -- | think what's
likely in LIDAROC is, as | -- | explained to Bryan

that whatever it's graded at, at the time of repair
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is -- is what it's going to be reported at. Repaired
grade 2. W're out there with a grade 2. W repaired
the grade 2. That's reported to the database in the
PHVSA.

MR. CUMBERBATCH: | think we understand
that. But | think the question is the origination
date. Because | have the -- the LIDAROC in front of
me. | -- | play with it all the tine. So there's an
origination date and a work conpl etion date for
under ground | eaks.

And | think that we're | eaning towards
under st andi ng at the point of work conpleted, is that
when it's -- the grade is finalized, or is it the
origination date?

MR. WALLER: We have GlR' s, grade 1
repairs, G2Rs. So those reported repairs match up
with the grade at the tinme of repair, |like you're
sayi ng.

MR. MJURPHY: Yeah. | guess |'m not
under st andi ng the question very well.

M5. RUZ: So to add to Jason's

guestion, which I'Il just add is a conponent of the
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OPC questions that were submtted on Septenber 3rd

t hat Washi ngton Gas has not responded to,

15 DCVR Section 3702.12 and 13 specifically tal k about

the origination date and the grade of |eak being
necessary conponents of what's added to LI DAROC.
So our questions are trying to
under stand what -- whether that is happening. |Is
t here gradi ng happening at the point of origination?
MR. MURPHY: Yes. You have to
originate a grade as soon as you' ve detern ned that
this is a |eak.
M5. RU Z: Okay. That's helpful. 1Is
t hat being included in LI DAROCC?
MR. MJURPHY: | assune so. But
that's -- we should -- we should wal k through that.

| -- | know we're reporting grades in LI DAROC.

MR. WALLER: Yeah. | -- I'mnot sure.
| don't fill out LIDAROC. But | would be interested
to know.

MR. CUMBERBATCH. We will look into

that in report back.

M5. RU Z: W are also very interested
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i n know ng and having a witten response, preferably
around whet her you do or do not. Thank you.

MR. CUMBERBATCH. O course.

MR. WALLER: Finally, related to
grade 3s there on the next slide, there was no
descri ptor beyond -- that's why there's a bl ank box.
Because all -- all that you'll see in the O&Mis from
that yellow sh box with the dashed border.

A grade 3 leak is any |eak indication
that doesn't nmeet the criteria of grade 1 or 2. And
what that neans it's non-hazardous at the tine of
detection and we expect it to remai n non-hazardous.

And what do we do to -- to maintain
t hat expectation? We nonitor and reeval uate either at
t he next schedul ed | eak survey or 15 nonths. And
t hese | eaks can be, you know, nonitored indefinitely
should they neet -- maintain to neet grade 3 |eak
criteri a.

M5. RU Z: Sorry. | do have a question
around that. So you just nentioned that grade 3 | eaks
are not hazardous at the tinme of detection. So what

happens when a grade 2 |eak is downgraded to a grade 3
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| eak and it was -- or grade 1 | eak was downgraded to a
grade 2 | eak, and then a grade 3 leak and it was
consi dered hazardous at the tinme of detection?
MR. WALLER: If it's a grade 2 |eak

that's downgraded to a grade 3 | eak, which doesn't

happen often, but it -- it's possible, it would enter
a nonitoring cycle. If it's downgraded it would then
be -- be nonitored, you know, until either repaired or

noni t ored again.

M5. ROGERS: Not to put you on the spot
but -- not to put you on the spot, Jacob, but can you
give us an exanple of a tinme or a reason that a
grade 2 m ght get downgraded to a grade 3?

MR. WALLER: Yes. |f at the six-nonth

I nspection cycle for a grade 2 you cannot get readings

t hat woul d, you know, kick you into the -- the grade 2
zone, you're -- you're getting, you know, 10 percent,
you know, 40 feet froma building mall. You're just

not generating enough concentration or proximty to a
structure that would, you know, neet the grade 2
criteri a.

MR. HENNI NG | see -- | think Bob's
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hand went up. Bob.
MR. WALLER: In that case, Bob, did --
MR. ACKLEY: Yeah. Thanks. | have --
| have a question on your investigation. You keep
I ndi cating that you get readings of, you know,
10 percent or 30 percent. |'mjust assum ng that
these are in what we would call in the industry bar
hol e testing or plunger bar hol es?
MR. WALLER: Yes.
MR. ACKLEY: And typically, they're now
6 to 10 inches or whatever your Mss Utility or
what ever you use in your area. Typically, we do
6 inches just to be safe. So is that the only
equi pnment you use to investigate a public odor
conplaint? |Is the plunger bar and the conbusti bl e gas
i ndicator, or is it standard to have ot her equi pment
avai |l abl e?
MR. WALLER: Oh yes. W're going to
| ever age plunger bar hol es, substructures that already
exi st, you know, valve boxes, sewers, et cetera,
and --

MR. ACKLEY: Well that's not ny
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guestion. M question is what other equipnent is used
in the investigation? 1Is it just the conbustible gas

I ndi cator and the Bang [ph] bar, or is there a flane

ionization unit? |Is there a DP3? |'ve seen the Heath
units. They look like a little barrel. | can't
remenber the nodel nunmber. | don't know if you've

seen those. Those are pretty good. Bascom Turner --

| was there today -- they've got the rover and ranger.
You know, so what -- what do -- what do
you -- what does WA utilize on a public odor

conpl ai nt ?
MR. WALLER: Bascom Tur ner gas-rangers

and rovers.

MR. ACKLEY: That's what you're using
now?

MR. WALLER:  Yes.

MR. ACKLEY: Yeah?

MR. WALLER: Yes.

MR. ACKLEY: And what's their
capability? |Is their capability around 10?
MR. WALLER: Oh, | think the -- the

rover is -- is good down to, | want to say, 5 ppm
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But the Ranger is good down to 50 ppm if you're
t al ki ng about sensitivity.
MR. ACKLEY: Yeah. Right on -- on just
the gas track node?
MR. WALLER: Ri ght.

MR. ACKLEY: Yeah. Yeah. OCkay. Well

thank -- thank you for that information. | really
appreciate it. And I'm-- I'mreally amazed with
your -- your protocols. It's very good, by the way,

from an i ndependent here. Thank you very nuch.

MR. WALLER: Thank you. Thank you,
M. Ackl ey.

MR. MURPHY: | would add that when a
grade 1 -- when we're contenplating when a crew | eader
believes a grade 1 is going to be downgraded, they do
actually bring the |aser out, the Heath RMLD and j ust
as an extra -- extra layer protection, extra quality
control to make sure that we -- that that is a
justified decision. So that there is an instance
where that extra piece of equipnent is brought to bear
on -- on | eak grading.

MR. WALLER: Yes. Downgradi ng pronmpts
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anot her instrument, the renote nmethane | eak detector.

M5. BOTWNICK: | have a question about
how grade | eak -- grade 3 | eaks are recorded because
| -- | have never seen LIDAROCC. | don't think we've
ever had access to it. So | don't -- all of those
conversations are going up over ny head. | haven't
seen it.

But | have seen sone of the PHMSA
reporting and the reporting that the comm ssion does
on their website about |eaks, and it's just hazardous,
non- hazardous. |'m assum ng the hazardous is the
grade 1 |leaks. |s the hazardous just grade 2 or is
grade 3 also included in that?

| just want -- I'mtrying to understand
If grade 3 |l eaks are actually being included in sone
of those nunbers or if they're kind of being, I|ike,
|l eft off the table?

MR. WALLER: Non- hazardous woul d be
grade 2 plus grade 3.

M5. BOTWNICK: Onh, it's all inclusive
of grade 2 and 3 | eaks?

MR. MURPHY: It's inportant to read the
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definitions that cone with the PHMSA reporting form
They -- they ask that you do not report on hazardous
| eaks that are repaired by lubrication, adjustnent,
and tightening.

MR. WALLER:  Yes.

MR. MURPHY: So we -- we followthe
i nstructions on the form Those -- | think the intent
is, | don't want to call them nuisance |eaks, but
they're very mnor |eaks that are just snug the
fitting and -- and that's it. They ask in their
reporting criteria to exclude those.

MR. WALLER: And thanks so nuch, Kevin.
That's a qualifier. [If you would lubricate, adjust,
or tighten the fitting to resolve the leak, it gets
thrown out of the report.

MR. HENNING  And just to make sure
that | have been reading the fine print correctly,
it's all of the |eaks that are repaired within a given
year. So let's say you discover a grade 2 |eak on
Thanksgi ving. Nobody wants to be out there doing that
when they can have turkey. So it goes onto the

schedul e, and it beconmes scheduled for repair in
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February, a wonderful Valentine's Day present for
sonebody.

That | eak goes onto the next year. The
February report has a other non-hazardous | eak that
goes into the February report, but in the report for
t he proceeding year, it gets recorded as one of the
known | eaks schedul ed for repair; is that correct?

MR. WALLER: You got that right, yeah.

MR. HENNING. And then grade 3 | eaks
woul d not appear on the scheduled for repair category
because they're not scheduled. They're being
nmonitored. But if you then go back and do your annual
i nspection and conclude that it nust be repaired at
the time that it is repaired, it goes on that year
So it -- it my be sonme extended period of tine before
it actually goes onto the -- the period.

So it may be sonething that was
di scovered in 2021 but was stable, mnor, and so was
| eft and nonitored, and then in "24 it is repaired and
renmoved. That then goes on the '24 repair |ist;
correct?

MR. MURPHY: That does sound correct
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to ne.

MR. HENNING Ckay. | -- | wanted to
make sure | read the small print correctly, and | --
find that the exanples are hel pful to nake sure that
under stand correctly.

M5. ROGERS: Well and it's a great
poi nt, because it's sort of counterintuitive when you
| ook at, like, leak data. You're thinking that the
utility has a lot of leaks but it's actually
i ndi cative of robust |eak repair prograns.

So it -- it ends up creating this
situation where you could have a utility that has a
| ot of grade 3 | eaks but |ooks |like they have great
| eak data because they don't do a | ot of repairs. So
you can get utilities, not Washi ngton Gas certainly,
but other utilities can get big backlogs of grade 3
| eaks that never actually show up and al so don't get
repaired.

M5. RU Z: | have a foll ow up question
for you, Jessica. So is that reflective in LI DAROC?

M5. ROGERS: | -- |, too, Katya, have

not been to LI DAROC so | don't know.
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M5. RUZ: It is very inportant for OPC
t hat Washi ngton Gas di scl ose what is happening in
LIDAROC. It is required by DCMR, and it's very
confusi ng what you just stated around there being a
representati on of a perpetual anmount of repair
schedul e.

| m ght be m sphrasing, but what you
just stated isn't consistent with what OPC under st ands
the DCMR requires to be reported as a grade.

M5. ROGERS: OCh, and | definitely
wasn't saying this as to DC. | was saying it as to
PHMSA dat a.

M5. PARSONS: We're tal king about PHMSA
rules; right?

M5. ROGERS: PHMSA's reporting data is
specifically repair focused, and not | eak existence
focused. So | -- | sincerely don't know. And now I'm
going to learn about -- a | ot about LIDAROC because it
sounds |ike we're going to have a technical conference
on this, and | shoul d probably prepare nyself.

MS5. PARSONS: That we should -- that's

what we should work towards, is that having another --
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yeah.

MS. PARSONS: -- conference about
LI DAROC. But | do appreciate you all identifying your
guestions to identify to Washi ngton Gas what you think
we need to tal k about when we get there.

MR. HENNING |'ve -- Jacob, | want to
make sure you finished your presentation. |If | recal
correctly, this is the final slide?

MR. WALLER: This is it.

MR. HENNING And -- and you finished
what you wanted to present, because | had a question
that is related to this, but | didn't want to derail
this too nuch.

MR. WALLER: Yes.

MR. HENNING Okay. So you had this
revision to how the grading process was established in
2021. And I -- | happen to notice as you | ook through
t he PHMSA reporting on | eaks that have been reported
in '21, '22, and '23 there is a noticeable change in
the pattern of the percentage of hazardous | eaks
relative to other |eaks.

Do you believe that is reflective of a
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change in the | eak characteristics of the city, or do
you believe that that is a byproduct of this change to
how you' ve done your grading process? Qoviously, |
can't know for sure, but the tim ng happens to |ine up
in away that -- that | -- |I'mcurious about.

MR. WALLER: Yes. W -- we anticipated
that this paradigmshift would result in, you know,
a -- a change in reporting norns, percentage of grade
1, 2, and 3 leaks. And | think that's been reflected
in the data, but hopefully now we have a kind of a new
baseline, as it were.

MR. CALDWELL: Can | ask a quick,
qui ck, quick question. Wen you detect that there's a
| eak in using ALD, and ALD now is able -- capable of
measuring the flow rates, do you record the flowrate
along with the, you know, the -- the other informtion
that you may be taking down to, you know, report when
the leak is reported or active?

MR. WALLER: |'ve seen the data out put
from ALD runs, and |'ve seen the flow rate, you know,
determ nation. That data does exist fromthe ALD

runs. But when it makes its way into these systens of
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record that we're tal ki ng about, you know, for
reporting to PHMSA or D.C. or Maryland or Virginia,
that flow rate data does not nake its way into those
systens of record. Stops at the ALD.

MR, CALDWVELL.: Ri ght. Yeah. I --
understand. But | guess what |I'mtrying to get at is,
is it possible, like, say for, like, a grade 2 |eak
where it's not repaired right away, but you know, or
grade 3 that's nonitored, to be able to cal culate the
ampunt of em ssions that are com ng out of the -- the
| eak over tinme?

MR. WALLER: | f we have ALD data, that
gives us a snapshot of the flowrate, normally in
standard cubic feet per hour. W could understand,
you know, the ongoing |leak flow, you know, vol une
that's -- that's building at | east since the tine of
detection. There's a -- there's, of course, the --
the origin of that leak is not exactly known.

MR. MJURPHY: | -- | think if you have a
flow rate and you have a tinme, you can do
mul tiplication. You get a nunber. | -- | don't know

that the -- the ALD data represents a -- a ful
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capture of every bit of methane that's ascribed to --
to a | eak.

Again, this is, you think about that
conplex environment. You got all that pavenent.
It's -- it's com ng out of cracks here and cracks
there. ALD has given you in a -- what did we talk

about, a 30-foot buffer, you know, mnultiple matching

peaks and you -- and -- and a flow rate is determ ned.
Sol -- 1 don't -- | don't think it's

really precise to just take -- take that nunber, do

the nmultiplication on tinme, and call it a em ssion.

MR. WALLER: Yeah. The resolution is
not very fine. | think someone earlier during the ALD
di scussion tal ked about order of magnitude expectation
that, you know, if you had a 10 SCFH leak, is it 17
Is it 100? Kind of gets you in that -- ina -- in a
| arge bal | park of sorts.

MR. CALDWELL: Okay. Yeah. Because |
was curious, like, if that's, you know -- you know,
ALD s potential could be used towards, you know, naybe
calculating a local, |ike, greenhouse gas em ssions

standard or at |east reported or known or sonething
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al ong those |ines.

MR. HENNI NG And | see that, Bob,

you've still got your hand up. | don't know if that's

fromthe earlier or now, but I -- | wanted to check in

and make sure. |I'mgoing to assune it's fromearlier.
Then the -- the | ast question that |

had actually dovetails off of the -- the question from

D.C. gov. Again, |'ve spent a lot of tinme reading

these, and there's a lot of fine print and a | ot of
specificity in -- in these reports.

| noticed that there -- that Washi ngton
Gas draws a distinction between ALD indications and
| eaks whereby | -- | noticed that in a great nmany of
your reports, you -- you nmake a point to say that
there are ALD indications, but you won't call it a
| eak until it's been found and vali dated.

s that consistent with how you've done
t hese other reports and how things are -- are tracked

to go through? And am | understanding that

distinction correctly? That -- that you don't refer
toit as a leak until it's actually been found and
val i dated by the -- the grading process to go through
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and do this and until then you categorize it as an
I ndi cation, which is a separate nunber on these
reports and a separate process for howit's gone

t hr ough?

MR. MJURPHY: Yeah. And that's
accurate. So indication, | think that's actually
Picarro's term You heard himrefer to a LISA, |eak
I ndi cati on.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Sorry. | can't
hear you.

MR. MJURPHY: | -- | think indication is
actually Picarro's term You hear themrefer to
LI SAs, which is leak indication and then --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Search area.

MR. MJURPHY: Search area. On our work
managenent system their |eak conditions or
conditions -- maintenance conditions is what we call
t hem -- because again, if you ve got kind of grade 2
I ndi cations, you nmay have nmultiple grade 2 indications
on a street, and we may create a nmi ntenance condition
in two different spots on a street that are actually

t he sane | eak.
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So it's alittle -- a bit of a slippery
sl ope to conflate indications or maintenance
conditions with | eaks and -- and so once it's a
repaired | eak, we |abel it as such.

M5. ROGERS: Yeah. | guess the way |
would add to that is, you know, you could inagine a
scenari o where multiple neighbors call out for the
sane leak. It's not a leak until we find it. And
that's true whether you're using ALD or, you know,

responding to a call-out or just out there with the

nmoni t ors.

M5. RU Z: So | know we're going to get
to LIDAROC in nore detail. | do still think this is
hi ghly rel evant because y'all, as you know, nust

conply with the D.C. code. So LI DARCC does tal k about
a five-day wi ndow period fromthe nonent a leak is
called in, and when it's graded in LI DARCC.

So this distinction that you're talking
about between an ALD indication versus a |eak, are
there -- are there ALD indication call-ins that are
not being included in LI DAROCC?

M5. ROGERS: Well | can -- | can guess

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Technical Conference March 18, 2025

Page 105
at that.
MR. DODGE: Can you just -- | couldn't
hear that at the end. You got a little soft. |If you

could just repeat the question, please. Sorry.

M5. RU Z: Are there ALD indication
call-ins or leaks -- | don't knowif y'all classify it
as a call-in -- that are not being included in LI DAROC
within those first five days?

M5. ROGERS: So |I'mgoing to go out on
alinm here, and I will followup if |I amincorrect.
But because the ALD in its current use as a pilot, we
have, |ike, a structured program where we run the ALD.
Then we take the data and map it and then we have to
send peopl e out.

And so only once those people are sent
out do I think that that gets nmarked as a | eak and
shoul d be included in LI DAROC. But because there is
this data aggregation period where we have to map. We
do nultiple runs, as they described, so that you're,
| i ke, not getting background noise. That process
takes a little tinme, and we also have to, |ike, send a

bunch of people out.
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And so ny understanding is that we
drive for, like, a nonth period and then do the
followup, or it's, |ike, over a nonth period,
sonet hi ng where there's a couple of weeks invol ving
the car and then a couple of weeks involving the
peopl e on the ground.

MR. MURPHY: We can definitely | ook
into it. | suspect you're right, Jessica. But what |
think I know about LIDAROC is they've started to
automate the reporting.

And so if -- if that -- if I"'mright --
| think I"'mright -- when the order to dispatch a
technician is created, that's probably going to
trigger sonething needs to go into LIDARCC. |I'm --
"' m going out on an odor investigation, and it's just
com ng out of the conputer. | think is what's going
on. So --

M5. ROGERS: Oh, that nmakes sense.

MR. MURPHY: | doubt -- | -- | doubt
the LISA the birth of a LISAis creating an entry in
LI DARCC at all.

MR. HENNING Can -- can you look into
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that and -- and provide feedback with us on how
ALD-initiated investigations get reported into
LI DAROC?

M5. ROGERS: Yep. W can do that.

M5. RU Z: And can we have that in
witten response pl ease?

MS. ROGERS: Yep.

MR. MURPHY: We'll share it with
everyone.

M5. RU Z: Sorry. | think this is
i ncluded in the question, but just in case it isn't,
could we also have a witten response in what
M. Kevin Miurphy just tal ked about, which is what
triggers the data to be inputted into LI DAROC, whether
It is -- what point it is inputted into LI DAROC from
the nonent it's called in?

M5. ROGERS: So for all of the |eaks or
just the ALD ones?

M5. RUZ: [|If you could distinguish
bet ween what happens in both scenarios, that woul d be
hel pful .

MS. ROGERS: Sur e.
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M5. PARSONS: All right. So do we want
to go ahead and tal k about next conference on LI DARCC?
Sounds like -- | also feel like we need to point out
that we had asked for a joint final statenment at the
end of each topic. And so maybe if you'd rather
figure out how you want to do that first before you
nove on to the next one?

MR. DODGE: Just to make sure
understand it, going back in tinme or just for
techni cal ?

MS5. PARSONS: Back to the first topic
on best nethods of | eak detection, which we just
finished up today with tal king about ALD. W had
suggested that -- or we would think that -- that mybe
OPC or DOEE would like to take the |lead on -- on
drafting that statenent.

OQbvi ously, you know, you can have
consensus and non-consensus points that would include
your summari es of your positions and recomendati ons
to the conm ssion.

MR. CALDWELL: Are you -- this -- so

this is on the topic of ALD?
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MS. PARSONS: It would be on best
met hods of | eak detection. So it includes LAUF and
the -- the first -- the basically the first three

techni cal conferences, and just the beginning of this

one as well, unless we think ALD should be included in

the second one. But we -- we tal ked nostly about it
in the first --

MR. HENNI NG  Yeah.

M5. PARSONS: -- topic. So | think
it's better to be grouped there.

MR. HENNING As -- as | understood
the -- the way that this had been done, while it did
take us four neetings to get there, we -- we have
covered one topic, which was the first topic, which
was net hods of |eak detection.

MS. PARSONS: Right.

MR. HENNING  The |l ast part of the
di scussion was the first part of today's neeting on
the different set points and conponents of how to do
that type of ALD survey and the discrepancy between
Washi ngton Gas's and the one conducted and

conm ssi oned by DCEE.
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So we have now finished our first
topic, which neans that we're | ooking for the joint
report on that.

MS5. PARSONS: That's best practices,
recomendati ons on those -- those topics. And what
kind of timeframe do you think that you need for that?
And is it inportant? | think we'd probably like to
get it before we do the next technical conference;
ri ght?

But it's, you know, if you want to file
coments for the next conference, obviously, we're
going to build all that time in for you so you're not
doi ng everything at the sanme tine, you know. You've
got a little nore tine.

M5. RU Z: You know, your first
guestion was in regards to a joint report, but a
foll ow up question with what you just nentioned. So
OPCis still waiting for responses that we filed on
Septenber 3rd concerning this topic that we just
di scussed from Washi ngton Gas. |It's been nonths.

M5. PARSONS: Okay.

M5. RUZ:. W really do need clarity on
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when those answers will be filed, or we'll have to
take further action.

M5. PARSONS: Okay. So is it useful
to -- does your filing stand on its own, or do you
want to do an updated filing? Wat -- what --

M5. RUZ: It would be good to start
with just -- it can stand on its own and have any --

MS. PARSONS: Ckay.

M5. RU Z: -- response from Washi ngton
Gas and then take it fromthere.

M5. PARSONS: AlIl right. So Jessica,
can you |l ook into their Septenmber filing and
out st andi ng questions?

M5. ROGERS: Yes. Sorry. | thought
that we were going to sort of do them before each

topic, and then things got a little sideways. So yes,

we will get themto you. | nmean, depending on the
timng of other things, |I don't want to raise the fact
that there's, |ike, four rounds of testinony and three

climate filings due in the next two nonths. And I
think that up inpacts a lot of us, so --

M5. PARSONS: Agreed. | knowit's a
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| ot of these sanme people that are working on the -- on
all these different --

M5. ROGERS: We're all having this fun
adventure together. So --

M5. PARSONS: And we nmay have nore
flexibility in this case than -- than sone of the
ot her cases. So we understand that.

M5. ROGERS: But saying that, | would
think -- what's today? -- we could aimfor say April
maybe, |ike, April 22nd?

M5. PARSONS: You are tal king for what?

M5. ROGERS: The answers to OPC s
guestions on | eak gradi ng, because Jacob is going to
wite all the answers.

M5. PARSONS: Do parties want to file

addi ti onal comments, or you -- or for the next --

MR. CALDWELL: | know that one of the
things that we -- DOEE asked for in the -- that notion
that we filed was to file one, like, sort of

consol i dated set of comments at the end of the
t echni cal conferences.

MS. PARSONS: Yes. And we -- and we're
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okay to do that, but we also wanted to do them by
topic as well before we got too far away fromthem

MR. CALDWELL: Okay.

MS. PARSONS: So --

MR. CALDWELL: All right. That -- |
just wanted to nmake sure that that was in -- in
addition to.

M5. PARSONS: Yeah. | -- 1'd agree
that | think that makes sense -- at the end because
there could be sonme overlap as you -- as you pointed
out.

M5. RUZ: It would be helpful if OPC
could see a response to our comments before, |like, the
reasonabl e anount of tinme before we continue to talk
about LI DARCC and the -- the grading criteria.

MS. PARSONS: Ckay.

M5. RU Z: We have been already waiting
for nmonths, so | understand --

MS. PARSONS: Yeah.

MS. RUZ: -- there are other matters.
But | think April -- 1 think it was -- 19th was --

MS. ROGERS: The 22nd.

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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M5. RU Z: 22nd is extrenely far out.

MS. PARSONS: Yeah. It's about a -- a
nonth. Can you do it shorter for the answers only?

MR. DODGE: | need to | ook at ny
cal endar for just a second. If we could pause, and
"Il do that.

M5. ROGERS: You have all the filing --
my cal endar in Qutlook is not working right now, so
it's not very helpful. W do best efforts by the 15th
then? That's a week earlier because | nean rate case
rebuttal testinony is due seven days from today.

So --

MR. DODGE: | -- | do have another
filing on the 15th, but it's of a personal nature. So
| don't think |I should count that. And it's at the

f ederal | evel.

MR. HENNING | -- | recognize that's
still about a nonth out, but it -- it sounds I|ike
that's when the proposed date would be. Is -- is that

goi ng to cause consternation?
M5. RU Z: Wuld it work to parcel out

the questions? | just want to acknow edge that sone
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of these questions we've discussed part of the answers
today. And | assuned that Washi ngton Gas woul d know
t he responses in preparation for at least this
nmeet i ng.

So before we have our next neeting,
there is -- | nean you could | ook at even just, |ike,
the first series of questions that focus on, for
exanpl e, what requires imedi ate repair, the kind of
| eaks, the kind of grading we were di scussing sone
t oday.

So if it works to parcel themout, it
woul d be hel pful if we could get a response for those
ki nds of questions earlier, and OPC woul d under st and
I f you would need nore tine to fully address all
the --

MS5. PARSONS: Okay. Good questi on.
Could you do it on a rolling basis? |Is that possible?

M5. ROGERS: We're happy to do it on a
rolling basis.

MS. PARSONS: Ckay.

M5. ROGERS: And get you things, you

know, starting in the next, like -- well not before
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rate case testinmony is due but, like, I think by the
end of next week we could probably get you a few of
them and we'll get themall answered before -- on or
bef ore the 15th.

M5. RU Z: That works.

M5. ROGERS: | hope you weren't
pl anni ng on taking a vacation or anything --

MR. HENNI NG No.

M5. PARSONS: You're tal king about June
t hen for next conference?

MR. HENNING Well so if -- if all of
t he questions are being answered by Washi ngton Gas no
| ater than the 15th, when does DCEE think they'll be
able to circulate the -- at least a draft of the --
the summary on this first topic?

MS. PARSONS: DOCEE or OPC, you all can
wor k that out.

MR. CALDWELL: We shoul d deci de.

M5. PARSONS: O else we didn't
specify.

MR. CALDWELL: This is going to be like

a-- thisis ajoint report; right?
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MS. PARSONS: Yes.

MR. CALDWELL: W th the conpany as
wel | ?

MS5. PARSONS: Then the conpany as well,
yes. W assune that you, the parties, would prefer to
do the first draft because you had brought this
petition. So --

M5. RUZ: 1Is it possible to get back
to the conm ssion --

MS. PARSONS: Yes.

MR. CALDWELL: | think we discussed
what's feasible with all the various cases goi ng on
ri ght now.

MS. PARSONS: That's right. Right.
April, May, and June is probably pretty busy. All
right. Wuld you like to set a date for the next

conference then? O would you also |like to regroup?

| mean we can do this over email, of course.

M5. RUZ: | think OPC would prefer the
regroup, especially we're -- we're |looking forward to
sone of the responses that wll probably be inpacted

by the amount of questions Washi ngton Gas can respond.
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M5. PARSONS: That's no problem  Ckay.

So what we'll do is that once -- you have at |east by
the 15th, but if -- if it happens earlier then great.
"1l reach out to all of you, and we'll talk about

dates for the next one.

And et me know if you think that you
want to do another file -- file another round of
coments before we get to LIDAROC or if you just on a
nore informal basis just identify your questions.
There will be no weigh-in. W'Il give you all dates
for your presentation, et cetera.

MS. RU Z: Geat.

M5. ROGERS: Thank you.

MS. PARSONS: That's good. | think
that's an end; right?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Second.

MS. PARSONS: Second. Yeah, exactly.
| don't even know what tinme it is.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you.

MS. PARSONS: Thank you all.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you.
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CERTI FI CATE
I, SAMUEL PACHON, the officer before whom

the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
sai d proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of my know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the
outconme of this action. :  7 7 :;//

SAMUEL PACHON
Notary Public in and for the

State of District of Colunbia
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, SHAUNA WOOLLEY, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

Aeeas a)mé%,

SHAUNA WOOLLEY
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