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APPEARANCES
Li st of Attendees:
Emle C. Thompson, PSC Chairman
Ri chard A. Beverly, PSC Comm ssioner
Ted Trabue, PSC Comm ssioner
Cheryl Morse, OPC
Bri nda West brook, PSC
East Peterson-Trujillo, Green New Deal for DC

John Capozzi, Self

Charl es Spring, Self
Claire Mlls, Chesapeake Climate Action Network
Peter L. Weiss, Self

Carol Spring, Self

Karen Gl addi ng, Self
Deirdre Joy, Self

Lucy Arthur-Paratley, Self
Matt Sehrsweeney, Self
Harrison Pyros, Self

Juan Cuell ar Torres, Self
Jeremy Neff, Self

Max Broad, Self

Zachary |srael, Self
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A PPEARANCES (Cont'd)
List of Attendees:
Ronal d Bethaid [ph], Self
Ril ey Polka [ph], Self
Mi chael Steffes, Self
Jeremi ah Monk, Self
Ari Brown, Self
Matt hi as Paustian, Self
Paul a Y. Edwards, Self
Nei |l Sauter, Self
Deirdre Joy, Self

Marja Hilfiker, Self
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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. THOWSON: Okay. Good evening
everybody. Good evening. Good evening. W're going
to call to order this comunity hearing of the Public
Service Comm ssion of the District of Colunbia in
Formal Case Nunber 1180 in the matter of the
appl i cati on of Washi ngton Gas Li ght Conpany for
authority to increase existing rates and charges for
natural gas service.

l"mEmle C. Thonpson, the chairnman of
the Public Service Comm ssion. | amjoined by ny
fell ow conm ssioners Richard Beverly and Ted Trabue.

For the record, today is April 21,
2025. It's about 5:23 p.m at Petworth Nei ghborhood
Li brary, 4200 Kansas Avenue Nort hwest, Meeting Room 1.

This community hearing is being held to
di scuss the application filed by WGL on August 5,
2024. In that application, WGL requested rates that
are designed to collect approximately $257.2 mllion
in total revenue, representing a $45.6 mllion
I ncrease in weather normalized annual revenue.

This includes a transfer of
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$11.7 million in costs associated with the natural gas
system upgrades previously approved by the com ssion
I n PROJECTpi pes. The net increase in new revenues is
33.9 mllion, reflecting an approximate 11.9 percent
i ncrease over current rates.

If granted in full, the average bil
i ncrease for residential sales, heating and cooling
custoners based on an annual usage of 627 therns woul d
be $15.33 or 17.63 percent.

"1l try and tal k | ouder.

When you | ook at your bill, you may
wonder what rates are regulated by the conmm ssion and
are subject to this rate case. One part is what we
call a distribution rate. That's delivery. That's
what it costs WGL to deliver natural gas to custoners.
And WG is the only conpany authorized in the District
to distribute natural gas.

That rate covers neter reading, the
neters, the pipes, the custoner service people, the
repairs, the restoration, natural storns, all the
things to operate the delivery system for natural gas

in the District. The comm ssion regul ates
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di stribution rates.

There's another part of the bill that
Is for natural gas itself. The conm ssion does not
regul ate natural gas supply except for default natural
gas servi ce.

And then the third part of your bill
are taxes, surcharges, and fees that the D.C. Counci
aut hori zes and/or sets. Qur role as regulators in
this case is to ensure that central natural service --
natural gas service is avail able, adequate, provided
to all who require it, and that the services will be
priced at a reasonable |evel.

Specifically, in evaluating WGL's
application, the conm ssion nust consider the public
safety, the econony of the District, the conservation
of natural resources, and the preservation of
environmental quality, including effects on gl obal
climte change and the District's public climte
comm t ments.

Pursuant to its statutory and
constitutional rights, the utility is permtted to

fully recover the cost of providing this essenti al
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servi ce.

This community hearing is being held to
provide interested persons who wish to coment on WGL
application an opportunity to do so. Representatives
of organi zations shall be permtted a maxi num of five
m nutes for oral presentation. Individuals shall be
permtted a maxi nrum of three m nutes for ora
present ati on.

First, | would |ike to acknow edge
Comm ssi oner Beverly and Conmm ssioner Trabue for any
initial comments.

MR. BEVERLY: Thank you all for com ng
out this evening to share your thoughts. [|'m
definitely interested in hearing what everyone has to
say.

And for those of you interested in
know ng what | mght have to say, | wite it down. So
| issue statenents and dissents, and you're welcone to
read that. And | think that will tell you about as
much as you need to know and as nuch as I'mw lling to
share up to that point. Thank you.

MR. TRABUE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
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Let me echo Comm ssioner Beverly's sentinents and
wel come our guests here tonight. [It's great to see
such a big turnout for a comunity hearing |like this.
| think in ny two and a half years at the conm ssion,
this is the largest gathering |I've seen of public
W t nesses comng to testify on any of our cases.

So it's really great to see so much
I nput fromthe community and | | ook forward to heari ng
what you have to say this evening. Thank you.

MR. THOWPSON: Thank you. | would al so
| ike to recogni ze the participation of the O fice of

t he People's Council for the District of Colunbia. |If

anybody -- | see one in the back.
MS. MORSE: | am Cheryl Mrse fromthe
Office of People's Counsel. | am al so acconpani ed

by -- fromny office and --

MR. THOWPSON:. Thank you. For those
who aren't unaware, the O fice of People's Counsel for
the District of Colunbia is a statutory representative
and party in all of our cases.

We will now begin this comunity

hearing by first calling the pre-regi stered w tnesses,
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and | will call on Ms. Butler [sic] to call out those
nanmes.

M5. WESTBROOK: Matthias Paustian, John
Capozzi, Max Broad, East Peterson-Trujillo --

MS5. PETERSON- TRUJI LLO:  Check. Good
eveni ng, conm ssioners, and thank you for the
opportunity to testify. M nane is East
Peterson-Trujillo, and I'mtestifying today as the
canpai gn director for the Green New Deal for D.C. |I'm
also a Ward 4 renter, and |'ve been a D.C. resident
for four years.

Qur m ssion at the G een New Deal
for DDC. is to fight for racial justice, climte
resilience, and good jobs by bringing about a bold
green new deal for Washingtonians that creates
heal t hier, safer, and a nore just city for all.

We believe in a District where workers
are respected and paid fairly to build and retrofit
the infrastructure we need to weather the climte
crisis, frompublic transportation to housing to
school s and energy systens and | ead pipe renoval. All

resi dents deserve a high quality, safe, and climte

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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resilient city.

| care about and | oppose hi gher gas
bills for D.C. residents because |I'm concerned that
they will negatively inmpact ny neighbors' ability to
pay for energy because further investnent in nethane
gas infrastructure runs counter to the safe, healthy
homes, and the climte future that our city needs.

D.C. is already in the mdst of an
affordability crisis, not to nmention the thousands of
federal workers who have recently been laid off. Now
nore than ever, residents are struggling to pay their
bills fromrent to utilities. Washington Gas's | atest
hi ke went into effect just over a year ago, and
anot her increase com ng so soon after places undue
burden on famlies.

Per Washi ngton Gas, one in seven D.C
residents -- residential custoners are already behind
on their bills. Qur partners at Washington Interfaith
Net wor k and Beyond Gas published a report |ast year
t hat showed a whopping 77 percent of D.C. honmes wth
gas stoves, ovens, furnaces, and water heaters,

regi stered | evels of nitrogen dioxide that the EPA

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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consi ders unsafe.

Exposure to this pollutant is linked to
respiratory di seases and cardi ovascul ar issues. It's
clear that upgrading the current failing energy
infrastructure is critical, but the priority should be
to upgrade to non-polluting electric power to protect
heal th and neet our city clinmate goals.

I nvesting mllions in soon to be
outdated technology is a poor business decision and a
wast e of rate payer noney.

Al taGas, the owner of Washi ngton Gas,
has already failed to uphold their agreenents to build
out clean energy and was fined $2.1 nmillion |ast year
for failing to develop 10 negawatts of solar energy to
hel p offset WGL's greenhouse gas em ssions.

Al'l PSC actions, as you know, including
these rate increases, nust thoughtfully consider their
| npact on workers, custoners, public health, and
contributions to climte change. Specifically, D.C's
| egal |y mandated climte goals would say that the
District is commtted to becom ng carbon neutral and

climate resilient by 2045 per the Climte Comm t nment

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Meeting April 21, 2025

Page 12
Act of 2022.
Hi king rates now to build nore gas
I nfrastructure disregards the city law. |nstead of

| i ni ng corporate pockets wi th hardworking
Washi ngt oni ans' noney, the bills that we pay should go
to ensuring a just renewable energy transition from
wor kers and our communiti es.

Support for workers like job retraining
to ensure career stability in the green econony future
is a critical piece of this.

Last year | noved into a new apart nent
just a few bl ocks away to nove in with my partner.

And one of the features | was nost excited about was
that this hone is conpletely gas free. Qur only
energy utility is electricity. | was so excited
because | know that our home is now safer from gas

| eaks, fires, and interior pollution, very inportant
factors given that the two of us and one of our cats
all have ast hnmma.

It also feels good to contribute | ess
to pollution in our comunity. | feel lucky to have

happened into this new and safer honme. Every other

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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D.C. resident should have the same opportunity to
protect their famly and conmmunity from pollution,

too. The solution does not lie in charging nore for a
dying fossil fuel. Thank you.

MR. THOWPSON: Thank you for those
coment s.

MR. BEVERLY: Excuse ne. Before we go
on, | just wanted to say anybody who has witten
testinony, could you submt a copy of it so that | can
have that for the record? | know you're going to be
invited to do that at the end of the hearing, but for
those that don't stay to the end of the hearing to
hear that, I'd like to see what you have to say and
read it again. Thank you.

M5. WESTBROOK: John Capozzi --

Capozzi .

MR. CAPOZZI: Good afternoon. M nane
I's John Capozzi. |[|'ma resident of Ward 7. And since
| spoke at the last -- the -- the |last hearing, |l

just skip through that. But | did want to nention a
few other things that -- that cane up since the |ast

time | -- | spoke to you.
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| think it's very inportant to talk
about Washi ngton Gas and the nerger from 2018.

Cbvi ously, | was one of the people that worked to
oppose that. | was a stockhol der in Washi ngton Gas
for decades actually. And now |I've been stockhol der
in AltaGas.

And | can tell you that they made a
bunch of prom ses of $41 nmillion worth of commitnments,
you know, 4.2 in energy efficiency, $6 mllion for
clean energy, 5 mllion in broader energy
conservation, $15 million for solar. And they just
weren't hopeful ideas. They were supposed to be
commtments that they lived up to once they were able
to buy the conpany and neet that.

And so since that time they failed to
neet those nmmjor goals, nost notably the one that was
menti oned before about solar power. But they really
just did 24 percent of what they were supposed to so
far.

And on top of that, beyond the
$2.1 mllion fine, they're going to -- | ooking at

penalties of $10,000 a day before they neet this full

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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sol ar conm t nent .
So clearly in ternms of rate -- a rate
increase, | think it's obvious they need that to pay

their fines, much less increase the profitability of
my stock and ny dividend return. And just to let you
know, the stock hit an all-tinme high |ast week as a
matter of fact. And so | guess that just neans that
they don't really need the increase. They seemto be
doing pretty well without it. So | did want to
mention that.

From you know, from 1923 [sic] al one,
AltaGas posted a profit exceeding $9 m I lion Canadi an.
At the same tinme Vern Yu, the president of the
conpany, received a $6 mllion bonus sal aries and
equity conpensation during that tinme. Wile you know
citizens who live here in Ward 7 and 8 are stil
struggling with affordability.

And then finally on the public
rel ati ons side, Brandon Todd is the person who was
hired as their conmmunity director of external affairs.
| didn't see himat the last hearing. | don't see him

at this hearing. | don't know if he's actually here,
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but I would assune that if his job is to nonitor the

comunity, that he would be interested in these -- the
I nput fromcomunity nmenbers. And so far, | haven't
seen that.

He gets a salary of sonething in the
order of 180,000 a year with a total conpensation
whi ch has exceeded $720, 000 since he was hired. So we
must ask, if Washington Gas can afford these public
relations salaries and record | evels of executive pay,
why can't they afford to nmeet their community
obligations and not get a rate increase?

And then finally, what shoul d happen
i nstead? Require AltaGas to publish a progress report
on the $41 mllion comm tnments, including who
benefited and how the funds are spent, delay the
consideration of any rate increases until they net
their clean energy benchmarks, especially the solar
one.

And then finally, if they're having so
much trouble with solar, | think they can hold a
public forumwith D.C. civic climte and comunity

| eaders to talk directly with the | eadershi p, whet her

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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that's Donald "Bl ue" Jenkins or Vern Yu, to see what
t hey should be doing in terns of the comunity to get
this solar thing underway.

So in this nmonent, certainly demandi ng
| eaderships fromnot just the utility but fromthe
conmm ssi on and uphol ding public interest neans hol di ng
these utilities accountable, especially when they fail
to neet basic standards of services.

Thank you very much.

MS. WESTBROOK: -- Israel, Charles
Spri ng.

MR. SPRING Hello. |'m Monopoly man,
and | | ove nmonopolies |ike Washi ngton Gas. They can

get away with whatever they want and squeeze the
custoners as tight as they want. Why do they do it?
To funnel profits to their well-paid CEO and to rich
i nvestors like nme. It's billionaire economcs at its
best .

| love howit's unfolding at the
federal level recently with activities to benefit
billionaires. Now |'mexcited how -- how the sane

approach can be used here at the local level if we can
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get this 12 percent increase passed. The idea of a
12 percent increase, wow, nmusic to ny ears and noney
in nmy overflow ng pockets.

So cone on, comm ssioners. W've had a
great thing going over the years and |' m dependi ng on
you once again to stick it to the rate payers. Thank
you and have a good day.

MS5. WESTBROOK: Claire MIIs.

M5. MLLS: Good evening, Chairnan
Thonpson and Conm ssi oners Trabian and Beverly. Thank
you for holding this hearing today to hear from
community nenbers. M nane is Claire MIIls, and today
|"mtestifying on behalf of the Chesapeake Climate
Action Network. [|'malso a tenant in Ward 1, and |
pay a nonthly bill to Washi ngton Gas.

On behal f of nyself, D.C. residents
li ke me, and our climate, |I'm asking you to reject
Washi ngton Gas's proposed rate hike. Washington Gas
is asking for a 12 percent average bill increase up to
17 percent for residential custoners, while District
residents face nore uncertainty than ever before.

That proposed rate increase for

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
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residential custoners is about three tines greater
than the conmpounded rate of inflation in 2023 and
2024. It would bring in about 257 mllion in total
revenue for Washi ngton Gas, and the conpany al so asked
for a higher rate of return for its shareholders or to
be allowed to make greater profit.

Let's put it plainly. Wshington Gas
Is asking to be rewarded for just doing business as
usual . And what does business as usual mean for D.C.
residents like all of us here today?

One in seven D.C. residential rate
payers is behind on our bills. Wether we |ook at the
average over 2024 or Washi ngton Gas's nobst recent
report for March of 2025, Washington Gas has shut off
service to 606 honmes in just the first three nonths of
2025 and nearly 3,000 throughout 2024.

For many of us, our gas bills are
sinply too high to pay. But that burden isn't shared
by all of us equally. As of 2022, in Ward 8,
househol ds spent an average of 6 percent of their
I nconmes on energy bills conpared to just 1.45 percent

in Ward 3. The conm ssi on has approved rate increases
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for PEPCO and Washi ngton Gas since this study, likely
wor sening that trend even further.

Beyond stretching our wallets, business
as usual is also damagi ng our health and planet with
over a thousand hazardous gas | eaks reported in 2023,
and no new data for 2024 avail able publicly yet.

Washi ngton Gas's rate application turns
a blind eye to the District's climte commtnents the
comm ssion is commtted to inplenmenting. Washington
Gas's own witness in Formal Case 1180 stated that "The
conpany is unaware of any District climte policy that
has an inpact on the conpany's planned capital
i nvest ments. "

I n other words, Washington Gas hasn't
even considered the District's commtnent to reducing
greenhouse gases by 60 percent by 2030, a deadline
only five years away, while planning future
I nvestnments into a systemthat delivers greenhouse
gas-emtting fossil fuels into people's hones and
busi nesses.

This failure to plan is irresponsible.

It ignores the District's laws in addition to signals
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fromthe D.C. Council and the comm ssion itself that a
nore conprehensive plan i s necessary.

And it extends to Washington Gas's
multi-billion dollar parent conmpany AltaGas, whose
current strategic priorities of growth in near term
spendi ng, rate-based growth, and system expansion, are
essentially unchanged over the past five years despite
the District's growing policy commtnent to
decar boni zati on.

And this |lack of attention to the
climate is obvious in the rate case application
Itself. Washington Gas's proposed weat her
normal i zati on adj ustment woul d separate nethane gas
use from cost, discouraging energy efficiency, and
| i kely increasing the total gas used and by extension
i ncreasing our bills even further.

As a gas custoner the easiest way by
far to track how much gas |I've used is to check ny
last bill. Wen it's high, |I have literally turned
down the heat in nmy apartnent to save nobney on ny next
bill. A weather normalization adjustnment would take

away this signal and make it less likely for me to
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reduce ny gas use, leading to higher bills and nore
met hane em ssi ons.

And Washi ngton Gas knows this based on
their own nunbers. |If the weatherization norm-- if
t he weat her normalization adjustnment was in place over
the past five years, it would have cost rate payers an
addi tional $31.97 mllion.

| urge the conm ssion to reject this
new net hod, just as you previously did when Washi ngt on
Gas proposed a clinmate progress adjustnent that also
decoupl ed cost and gas use.

The proposed rate hi ke by Washi ngt on
Gas serves the conpany's desires, not the needs of
District residents. It raises our cost of living
exactly when we are all struggling to nake ends neet.
And as our clinmate deadlines rapidly approach, it
wal ks us backwards deeper into the past to fossil
fuel s.

Utimately, as the O fice of the
Peopl e's Council witness Colin Fitzhenry states, even
when conpared to sone of the worst performng

utilities in gas, safety, and reliability in the
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nort heastern United States, Washington Gas has a
hi gher than average leak rate per mle of distribution
mai ns and services. This clearly denonstrates that
Washi ngton Gas's safety and reliability performance is
worse than utilities in simlar positions.

The conpany should not be allowed to
continue to growits rate base whil e denonstrating
nei ther inprovenents in its distribution systens,
reliability, and safety, nor capital expenditure
changes tailored to neet the District's climte goals,
requiring custoners to incur additional costs while
Washi ngton Gas continues to perform bel ow average
conpared to its pure utilities, creates an
unr easonabl e burden on custoners.

| urge the comm ssion to put D.C.
residents first, not Washington Gas's corporate
I nterests. | urge the comm ssion to think of the next
50 years and not the last 5. And | urge the
conm ssion to reject this rate hike. Thank you.

MS. WESTBROOK: Peter Weiss.

MR. WEISS: Hello, conm ssion nenbers,

| ama D.C resident. Il live in Ward 4 and |'m a
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homeowner. And |I'm here because |I'm concerned about
this rate hike. | think it's a -- it's unw se and
unfair, and | also think that it's contrary to the
efforts of this -- the District of Colunbia to help
fight climte change.

And that's, | think -- so that's the
first thing | wanted to encourage you is to think
about, you know, you're the D.C. wutility regul ator.
You're not WGL. | nean, | know you regulate them but
you're not representing them You' re not representing
their parent conpany.

So, you know, D.C. has nmmde it very
clear that it has intentions of reducing fossil fuel
use. And as representatives of the District of
Colunmbia, | think it's beholden to, you know -- it
behooves you to -- to support D.C.'s goals over goals
of the conpanies that are providing this not very good
form of energy.

| also wanted to say that |I'm concerned
as a person who has gas in their honme. |'ve grown
I ncreasingly concerned about the -- the cost of gas in

terms of not only its financial cost, but the cost to
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the health of D.C residents, including nyself.

And | think that we also need to be, as
a city, supporting reductions in fossil fuel use, not
be feeling |ike we need to support conpani es' bottom
lines so that we can -- that -- that that's an
adequate reason to -- to keep using fossil fuels when
it's very apparent that it's not, you know, it's not
the future. It's -- or it -- it's a--it's a--it's
| eading to a future that we don't want.

So | hope you'll think primarily in
terms of what the D.C. residents need in terns of
avoiding the harnms of fossil fuels to the climte and
to their difficult tinme today neeting their bills,
especially with so nuch turmoil fromthe federal
governnent and the reduction in people's abilities to
pay.

VWhen | think about 24 percent increase
in two years, that's |like, you know, many wor ki ng
peopl e woul d dream of having that kind of increases in
their salaries. And they -- everything is heading the
ot her way.

So it's not consistent with the way the
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world is right nowto allow, you know, wealthy
conpanies to raise their rates, you know, so high when
they -- it's a time when the -- the community they're
serving is losing its ability to pay. And you -- and
it's putting people in jeopardy by not only affecting
their health but also making it harder for themto

| ive without having adequate funds to take care of

t hensel ves.

So | encourage you to please deny this
rate hike -- rate hike in the name of the peopl e of
the District of Colunbia. Thank you.

M5. WESTBROOK: Carol Spring.

M5. SPRI NG Good eveni ng,
comm ssioners. M nanme is Carol Spring. | live in
Ward 4. I'ma -- |'ma nother, and | have prepared ny
testinmony for you in song tonight.

Your mssion is to serve the public,

t he people of D.C. So why would you just raise our
rates? We've got famlies to feed. VWhich side are
you on? Which side are you on?

Fam lies are struggling to pay the

bills round here while the CEO of AltaGas makes
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$8 million a year. Which side are you on? \Which side
are you on?

One in seven of us can't pay our debt.
And now they're wanting nore, so they can have their
yachts and cars and vacations by the shore. Wich
side are you on? Which side are you on?

They shoul d be going around D.C. and
fixing all the |leaks. Instead they're barking "W
want nore" and begging you for treats. \Which side are
you on? Which side are you on?

To breathe clean air in good safe
homes, oh, this is what we dream while Washi ngton Gas
just lies to you and their | obbyists they schene.

VWi ch side are you on? \Wich side are you on?

We honor now our |aborers. W need
j obs with good pay, but that's no excuse to raise our
rates. There is a better way. VWhich side are you on?
Whi ch side are you on? Which side are you on? Which
side are you on?

Thank you.

M5. WESTBROOK: Karen d addi ng.

MS. GLADDI NG Is this on? Good
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eveni ng, conm ssioners. Thank you for the opportunity
to speak. 1'd hate for you to mss nmy voi ce.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak
tonight. |'mKaren Gadding. |I'ma 12-year |ong
resident of Ward 6 and a very proud resident of this
District of Col unbia.

| really thank you for open neetings
such as this where -- when a tinme where transparency
I n governnment and stakehol der engagenent creates faith
in the process that we've all conme to rely on in this
wonderfully run city.

' m here to speak today agai nst
Washi ngt on Gas' proposed rate hike for three reasons:
equity, the environnent, and accountability.

First equity. The proposed rate hikes
will hit our poorest households in the District of
Col unbi a very hard. Already 40 percent of |owincone
househol ds pay 10 percent or nore on energy bills.
This would only exacerbate this problem These are
homes with | ow efficiency appliances because of the
cost of replacenent and repairs.

Washi ngt on Gas has been billing these
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sane custonmers for a distribution charge for many
years in order to -- and this is |anguage fromtheir
own website -- "to provide, maintain and operate a
system of underground pi ping" and on top of this now
chargi ng for PROJECTpi pes. | consider this double
char gi ng.

And | et us not forget the weather
normal i zati on charge, which wll enable Washi ngton Gas
to charge custoners a further surcharge when winters
are warner than average. And guess what? Qur wi nters
are getting warnmer than average due to the nethane
t hat Washi ngton Gas provides.

And that |eads ne to the environnent.
Qur climate is changing fast, and we need to act fast.
There is nothing natural about natural gas. It is up
to 90 percent nethane. And as |'m sure you know,
met hane is the nobst potent greenhouse gas and the
| argest contributor to changes in our climte.

Washi ngton Gas is the provider -- the only provider of
met hane in our District.

We all know that D.C. has commtted to

carbon neutrality by 2045 with 90 percent of our hones
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fossil fuel free by 2040. That is only 15 years away.
And yet with PRQIECTpi pes, we are sinking billions of
rate payers' noney into an infrastructure we won't
need, and we know is behind our climte crisis.

Why are we replacing this
infrastructure in its entirety? Wy aren't we not
sinply repairing known and easily detectable | eaks?

Finally, accountability. The PSCis
the only entity that the residents of the District
have to hold WGL accountable. Questions that WG
needs to answer and only you, conm ssioners, can
require response. Hasn't WAL been charging for
i nfrastructure mai ntenance for years, yet we're asked
now to pay for a full replacenent?

| would Iike to know how nuch WGL has
banked through its distribution charges over the years
and how this noney has been used to maintain our
di stribution and pipes. Leaks have only increased
over the past years.

PRQIECTpi pes, which I will note has
been greenwashed and renaned Project Safe, is already,

per the O fice of the People's Council, has nade
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little progress and has been consistently over budget.
Thank you, OPC.

Vo will hold WGL accountable for this
failure to adequately neet its own financial and
timeline benchmarks? 1It's you, the comm ssioners.

Finally, we should all be aware that
WGEL's proposed rate increase is 70 percent -- 75
percent higher than its Maryl and charge, 67 percent
hi gher than for Virginia custoners. Wy? Wo wl
ask WAL to justify such a rate difference if it is not
you, the PSC conmm ssioners?

So today | ask you, conm ssioners, to
deny this rate increase request for the sake of those
to be certain to be deeply affected financially, for
t he sake of our climte and D.C.'s carbon neutral
pl an, and to hold WG. accountable for its expensive
m smanaged PRQIJECTpi pes.

Thank you again for this opportunity to
speak publicly.

MS. WESTBROOK: Paula Y. Edwards, Neil
Sauter, Deidre Joy.

M5. JOY: Bring that back down. So |
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just want to thank the comm ssioners for holding this
public nmeeting. This is really an inportant part of
what we do, and we appreciate the opportunity to talk.

My nane is Deirdre Joy, and |'m a
resident of Ward 1. |[|'ve lived there for 20 years.
raised ny kids there, and I'"'malso a volunteer with an
organi zation called Third Act. And what we do, we're
fol ks over the age of 60 working to safeguard the
climte and denocracy.

But |'m speaking just as a resident
t oday, but that organization definitely informs ny
views on this topic.

So you know, the Anerican Gas
Association likes to refer to natural gas as clean and
af fordabl e energy. And if | can quote here fromthe
Ameri can Gas Association Climte Change Conmi t ment
docunment, they say "Natural gas is responsible for
about a 62 percent cunul ative carbon di oxi de em ssion
savi ngs. "

But what is never nentioned in this
docunment is the fact that natural gas is, in fact,

met hane gas. And nethane gas is, in and of itself, a
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very potent greenhouse gas. Methane eni ssions, in
fact, are responsible for approximately a third of the
total warm ng of the planet that we've experienced so
far.

G ven this, CO2 reductions is perhaps
beside the point. And really the inportant thing here
Is that nmethane gas infrastructure is notoriously
| eaky. Methane gas leaks. And to illustrate this
poi nt, the EPA has not one but two prograns to address
nmet hane gas | eaks: the EPA Met hane Chal | enge Program
and the EPA Natural Gas Star program

Met hane gas | eaks are known to occur at
every step of the process from production to gathering
and processing to transm ssion and distribution.

And there was a study done, published
in Nature in 2024. They used over a mllion aerial
measurenents. It was the first study to really
attenpt to quantify nethane gas | eaks fromoil and gas
i nfrastructure. And what they found was that the EPA
Is likely underestimting the amount of | eaks by two
to three tines

The AGA and Washi ngton Gas are being
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di si ngenuous when they refer to natural gas as cl ean.
Met hane gas is enblematic of the past, not the clean
energy future we need, and that many of us are working
t owar ds.

A system that |eaks nethane throughout
I's not clean, nor is it affordable. Wshington Gas's
| ast rate hike, as others have nentioned, went into
effect in January 2024, barely a year ago. PEPCO has
al ready been approved for a 12 percent rate hi ke over
the next two years. Another 12 percent on gas bills
I S unaccept abl e.

Hi gher rates now make no sense to ne as
a consuner. For one thing, it neans |I'minvesting
nore in a systemthat is harm ng the planet when
alternatives exist. For this reason, | urge the
conm ssioners to vote agai nst the proposed rate hike.

Thank you.

M5. WESTBROOK: Lucy Arthur-Paratl ey.

MS. ARTHUR- PARATLEY: Hi. Thank you so
much for listening this evening. |'ma Ward 1
resident. M husband and | own a house in Ward 1.

And since noving here a couple of years ago, ny gas
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bills have only gotten nore expensive just as ny
famly's ability to pay those bills has decreased.

Li ke many peopl e have nentioned here,
federal turmoil is tough. Qur retirenent accounts are
in free fall it seens. The price of eggs has only
gone up, and we just can't nake it work.

And what |'ve heard this evening is
that not only does Washi ngton Gas want us to pay nore,
t hey al so want to make us pay a consi stent anount al
year round, which is nuch worse for nmy famly. It's
wor se because the only appliance in nmy house that uses
gas is our furnace. And of course, that neans we only
use gas in the winter.

And | don't want to have to pay nore
all year round when ny electricity bill is much nore
expensive in the sunmer when we're using the air
conditioning. So |I'm paying nore all sumer long in a
way that's really difficult for ny famly to budget
for, especially in a nonment when our work is |ess
certain, and general costs have been increasing.

My stepdaughter is in high school, and

as we | ook at college costs around the corner, which
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have al so gone up trenendously, and are trying to help
her figure out a career that would be financially
sust ai nabl e, helping her find a place to |ive. Maybe
she'll go to Montgonery College and continue to |ive
with us. And that just nmeans our bills are going to
keep goi ng up.

So | really appreciate you taking the
time to hear all of our concerns. M concerns are
maybe not as thoroughly researched as everyone el se's,
but | can say from personal experience that these
bills are very concerning to ne, to ny famly, and to
my neighbors. And | really urge you to say no.

Thank you.

MS. WESTBROOK: Matt Sehrsweeney.

MR. SEHRSWEENEY: All right. Good
eveni ng, and thank you so much, commi ssioners, for
your tinme. M nanme is Matt. |I'ma Ward 1 resident
and renter, and | work in environnental justice
policy.

|"ve lived in D.C. for about four
years, and |I'm an organizer with W Power D.C., a

canpaign within Metro D.C. DSA devoted to repl acing
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our investor-owned utilities with utilities managed by
the people that they serve, residents of D.C

" m speaking in opposition to the
outrageous rate hikes currently proposed by Washi ngt on
Gas. 1'd like to begin with the broader picture. W
know that to mnim ze the already catastrophic inpacts
of climate change, we need to radically reduce our
reliance on fossil fuels, like fossil gas, at an
exponentially faster rate than our current trajectory.

Washi ngton Gas's busi ness npdel
requi res exactly the opposite. They depend on
I ncreased use of fossil gas or, failing that,
I ncreased rates on the decreased use of fossil gas.
Either way, their profit notive is in direct
opposition to the needs of the people of D.C. and the
pl anet .

The nore we cook the planet, the nore
D.C. residents are forced -- are forced to pay to
breathe in a gas that causes a host of cardiovascul ar
| ssues, the nore Washington Gas profits. On that
basis alone, all advocates of a livable future shoul d

be opposed to this -- to giving this conpany any nore
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noney at all.

But now to the specific issues at hand.
First of all, the residents of D.C. absolutely cannot
afford this rate hike. According to Washi ngton Gas's
own data, nearly 15 percent of residents are already
behind on their energy bills. And 40 percent of
| ow-i ncome househol ds face severe financial strain
fromenergy costs. Another 12 percent hi ke would --
in -- in rates would only deepen this issue.

This is, of course, within the broader
context of D.C.'s cost-of-living crisis. Twelve
percent of the District is housing insecure.

Homel essness increased by 14 percent in the past year,
and rents continue to skyrocket.

The -- the details of the rate hike
are, on their face, absurd. The proposed rate hike --
the proposed increase is three tinmes greater than
conmpounded rate of inflation for 2023 and '24. It is
i npossible to argue that it is only in keeping with
I ncreased costs as a result of inflation.

Di ggi ng in deeper, the -- the so-called

weat her normalization adjustnment, as Claire discussed
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earlier, is a sneaky handout to the conpany all ow ng
them to nake nore noney when D.C. has warner than
average w nters, which we already know will becone
nmor e conmon.

To close out, | want to tie this back
to broader issues that this rate hike sits within, the
fundanmental inconpatibility between the investor-owned
utility nodel and achieving an energy just |ivable
future. If the District itself managed our utilities
as many cities do quite successfully, instead of a
coterie of mllionaires and billionaires whose sole
focus is to increase their own wealth, we would never
have fights |ike this.

A municipal utility system unbehol den
to capitalists, would prioritize the needs of D.C
resi dents above all else, and woul d provide cl ean
energy w thout putting our working-class neighbors
deeper into debt.

As the climate crisis intensifies, we
need the District in the driver's seat on energy
deci si on maki ng, not a profit-driven conpany.

So | am-- | urge you, the conm ssion,
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tasked with regulating utilities, to actually regul ate
I nstead of handi ng Washi ngton Gas everything they ask
for on a silver platter. The people of D.C. who you
wer e supposed to protect cannot afford this rate hike.
So | urge you not to grant it.

Thank you for your tine.

M5. WESTBROOK: Harrison Pyros.

MR. PYROS: H there. M nane is
Harrison Pyros. |I'ma resident of Ward 4. |'ve been
in D.C. about four years, and | live with four other
people in a house. So I'mtestifying on behalf of
nyself and them |['Il be really short and sweet.

| really oppose this rate hike for a
nunmber of reasons, many of them for the climte, which
have al ready been di scussed, but nmainly around
affordability and just straight up business practices.

|'"ve read a |lot of testinony and
reports and heard a lot tonight, as we all have, about
the failings of Washington Gas. They're a
mul tinational corporation that is failing to neet
their climate goals and their climte prom ses.

They're failing to easily fix detectable | eaks, and
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they're constantly nickel and dimng us on top of
t his.

So what is that all for? It's to
deliver an energy source that is actively detrinental
to our health and our wallets, and it's actively being
phased across -- phased out across the entire U. S.

Well fromthis rate hi ke what -- what
|"mseeing is that to give a 12 percent increase to
Washi ngton Gas is to effectively reward bad busi ness.
They are failing on all parts to deliver for the
consuner and to keep energy costs | ow and down for,
frankly, a m ddling product.

And | think personally that Washi ngton
Gas has really gotten used to comng to the conm ssion
and asking for noney and sinply getting it. If | was
in their position or if I was in your position, |
woul d ask themto stop spending so nuch noney on
| awyers and | obbyists, and instead retrofit their own
busi ness so that they can run |i ke every other
Ameri can business clean and efficient and actually
deliver their product.

Once again, | really oppose this rate
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hike. | think it's bad for our famlies and our
communities. Thank you.

MS. WESTBROOK: Juan Torres.

MR. TORRES: Good afternoon. So yes,
my nanme is Juan Cuellar Torres, and | am a resident of
Col unbia Heights. [|'ve been in living in Ward 1 for a
year and a hal f.

And over the winter ny energy bill made
up 15 percent of nmy incone. And this was probably
above average for -- for nmany residents. But for nme |
was very surprised with -- with that amunt. And --
and now with the hot sumrers ahead, | know it's not
about the gas, but I'malso worried about those --
those hikes with -- with PEPCO. So just a conbination
of, like, gas and light and electricity going up, it's
just a | ot.

So I've lived in big cities in the
US., in New York City. | lived in Los Angeles, and
this has been the npbst expensive city |I've lived in,
Iin regards to utilities. So |'ve just been amazed
with that.

Washi ngt on Gas' proposed rate increase
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woul d be devastating for residents |like nme. The

I ncrease for residential custonmers is nearly three

times the conpounded rate of inflation from 2023 to
2024. It's not tied to normal cost increases, and

it's just unjustifiable burden for rate payers |ike
mysel f.

In addition, we need to face the fact
that nmethane gas is not the future. And | know I'm
not the first one to say this. It's a polluting
fossil fuel that we need to phase out, not invest nore
noney i nto.

Fossil fuels, |like nethane gas have
created great extinctions before in the past in this
pl anet. Actually, it has been one of the main causes
of many of the extinctions in this planet. |'m not
saying that that's what is going to happen just
because Washington Gas is going to raise the rates.
But just the fact that we need to face the facts that
met hane needs to be phased out as soon as possi bl e,
especially if we want to reach carbon neutrality by
2045.

So by raising the rates, Washi ngton Gas
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is forcing residents to fund a systemthat actively
wor ks agai nst cl ean energy progress. And AltaGas, as
al so sone have nentioned, the parent conpany of
Washi ngton Gas, has failed to fulfill its conmtnents
to devel op clean energy infrastructure and conti nues
to prioritize profits over people and the pl anet.

So this is why | believe this rate hike
I s unacceptable, and | ask the comm ssion to stand
wth the D.C. residents and reject it. Thank you.

MR. TRABUE: M. Torres, can | ask you
one qui ck question?

MR. TORRES: Yes.

MR. TRABUE: You said your gas bil
| ast wi nter was extrenely high?

MR. TORRES: Yes.

MR. TRABUE: \What types of uses do you
have for gas in your home?

MR. TORRES: Just for cooking and for
warnth. That's all

MR. TRABUE: For heating your water as
wel |, or your -- you m ght have a water heater that's

separate fromthe furnace?
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MR. TORRES: The water heater is part
of electric.

MR. TRABUE: It's part of the electric.

MR. TORRES: So yes.

MR. TRABUE: So it's part of the
electric. Okay. So it's just your heat and your
cooki ng?

MR. TORRES: Exactly.

MR. TRABUE: You don't have to tell ne

i f you don't want,

but approxi mately how nuch was your

bill?

MR. TORRES: $200.

MR. TRABUE: $2007?

MR. TORRES: Yes.

MR. TRABUE: For the nonth?

MR. TORRES: For a nonth.

MR. TRABUE: Okay. Thank you.

MR. TORRES: Thank you.

M5. WESTBROOK: Marja Hilfiker, Jereny
Nef f .

MR. NEFF: Hey y'all. M nane is
Jereny. | live over on 10th Street. |[|'ve lived in
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D.C. thirteen years and owned a condo here for the
| ast four. So |'ve seen the energy prices go up over
the last 13 years or so. And |I'mnot the only one.

| have a downstairs nei ghbor, Les, who
| talked to before | cane here. He's a little ol der.
He's a veteran disabled guy. So I help himout wth,
| i ke, technol ogy and stuff usually. Like, | helped
hi m get one of those, like, digital antennas because
he cancel ed his Contast because he was tired of how
much hi s Contast rates were going up.

So | asked him and he was |ike, "Hell
no." And | was like -- then said sone nore stuff that
| probably shouldn't say here. | asked himif he
could cone, and he was basically like, "Ah, they're
not going to listen to me." Vhich I -- | think kind
of says -- says a |ot.

So | know you guys are |istening, but I
think it's less that the |listening and nore taking
action to make this possible because if he could, you
know, do the sanme thing with his gas bill, |I'msure he
woul d.

But there's no other shop in town than
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Washi ngton Gas, and it's a necessity, which is why
it's your responsibility to help people like me and --
and him keep the rates as | ow as possi ble because it's
not like we can switch to Verizon or -- or what have
you.

Rates are already going up, and anot her

12 percent is -- is sinply too nuch. As others
mentioned, that's faster than inflation. And in -- in
a broader context, it's really inportant to -- to ne.

And, you know, | think other young people, ny friends
are afraid to have kids because of climte change.

And, you know, anything we can do
| ocally for climate change | think is so inportant.
Sonmeone in the Trunp Adm nistration the other day said
they were going to drive a dagger into the heart of
the climate change religion. That's what's happening
at the federal level for the next four years. So you
are kind of the people we need to step up and -- and
t ake action here.

And Washi ngton Gas, you can't expect a
conpany with its own profit incentive, right, to phase

itself out in favor of clean electricity. So again,
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that's kind of your job to step in here as the public
control over that.

| also sometines volunteer with
We Power D.C. and in representing We Power D.C. | -- |
can say that what we need is publicly owned, publicly
account abl e, clean energy |ike they have in other
states and other communities.

And the only way for us to make
progress right nowis for hardworking public servants
| i ke you to continue working hard but in favor of
cl ean energy to make tough decisions. | knowit's
harder to change the status quo than keep the status
guo goi ng.

So | know we're asking you to do
sonething that's not easy, but it's really inportant
for us. So | want to hopefully thank you for your
work in advance to do this, though I'"'msure there's a
mllion other things going through your head. But the
time for tough decisions is now because we know t he
federal governnent isn't going to help us out. So
yeah.

Thank you very nuch.
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MS. WESTBROOK: Max Broad.

M5. BROAD: Hello. M nane is Max
Broad, and | want to thank you, our chairnmen of the
Publ i c Service Conmm ssion, Conm ssioner Beverly,
Comm ssi oner Tribue, and Chair Thonpson. Thank you
for being here.

Really, this is a time where any
measur e of uphol di ng denocracy is so inportant. And |
just want to say that | don't -- | don't know that
it's necessarily fun for you to be here right now
But it's so inportant that you all are here |istening
to the voices of the comunity. And | just really,
really val ue you, your tinme, and your attention to
this. Thank you.

It's fitting that we're here today, the
day before Earth Day. And -- and the reason why Earth
Day is so inportant is because the earth has no | obby.

Human beings, we're very notivated by profit; right?

W're -- we're just -- we're very driven by this one
thing, this lust for -- for what -- whatever it is,
you know.

But it -- the earth has -- the earth
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doesn't have that; right? The earth doesn't have this
i ncentive to -- to speak up.

And when we're tal king about protecting
the earth, we're not talking just about the trees and
the -- the birds and the -- and the earthworns. W're
tal ki ng about us. You know, you all know just as well
as anybody that we rely on these ecosystem servi ces,
on the clean air, on stopping climte change just to
survive and thrive.

And so, you know, the earth doesn't
have sonmebody to conme here and say, you know, we're
worried about a 12 percent increase on prices. W're
worried about a 17 percent increase for residenti al
custoners. W're worried about a $15 increase per
custoner per nonth.

You know, the -- these are costs that
doesn't necessarily have sonebody to speak up on
behal f of, but we're here to raise them because these
are really inportant.

"1l just finish by saying that, you
know, as you all know, we're -- we're facing off

agai nst an adm nistration that's comm tting an
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i deol ogically -- ideological war against clinmate
change and anybody working on climte change. They --
you all are probably aware that they are working --
our federal governnent is currently working to
underm ne any 501(c)(3) nonprofit that works on
climte change issues.

That neans that the -- the -- our --
our efforts to nobilize our -- as a community are
going to be really dimnished in the com ng years if,
you know, this very partisan nove is made. It's --
it's extrenely, extrenely al arm ng.

And -- and | hate to say it, but this
is where it -- the -- the burden further falls upon
you, our Public Service Conm ssion, to act in the
I nterest of sustaining our climte, sustaining our
city, and sustaining our residents in a way that
our -- our communities are currently threatened by.

So really again, thank you for your
time and attention and for being here to listen to us.
Real |y appreciate it. Thank you.

M5. WESTBROOK: Zachary |srael.

MR. | SRAEL: Thank you very nuch for
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hol ding this hearing, especially in nmy hone
nei ghbor hood of Petworth. | know it's one of just
three hearings you're hol ding.

My nane is Zach Israel. 1'ma 12-year
resident of the District of Colunbia, and | just want
to state ny opposition to the Public Service
Comm ssi on approving this rate hike.

| read through not all of the hundreds
of pages that Washington Gas submtted to y'all in
early August of 2024, but there are a couple of things
that | think are noteworthy and just worth repeating
here, that they say, "Current base rates in the
District of Colunbia are i nadequate due to a nunber of
factors including but not limted to," and the very
first thing they say is "severe underearning."
"Severe underearning."”

And so | ooking at the history of the
| ast coupl e of years, where they've asked for rate
I ncreases and you all have, on occasion, done that,
maybe not to the full scale they wanted to, but you
have done it.

The question fundanmentally is, have
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t hey done nore on the backend internally to save
them-- to be nore efficient, or are they just com ng
to you all to ask for nore noney on the backs of
Washi ngt oni ans?

And the reality is that the

overwhel m ng percent of Washingtonians -- if you did a
full poll, a scientific poll, I would imgine the
overwhelmng result -- results, a supermgjority of

D.C. residents would be opposed to this. And they're
not reflected here today. And that's -- |'m not
bl am ng that on you. That's just the reality.

But in the current political
environnent we're in, where many of ny friends and
nei ghbors in Petworth have been laid off because they
happened to work for the federal governnent, cost of
livings were -- was already going up. They have kids
to support. They have parents to support.

To allow an increase to occur for a
for-profit utility when they could maybe cut their own
sal aries, do other things to make up this difference,
especially when we want to nove away from gas, it

doesn't seemright to ne.
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And so when | saw this hearing, | was

noved to cone here and testify. You know, they --

they go on to say in their -- in their submssion to
you all that, again, the -- the rate of return, you
know, they're -- they're not making enough profit

essentially is what it cones down to.

And so, you know, WAshi ngtonians are
just trying to -- to get by, and a |lot of folks are
unable to fully swtch to electric, and they're
dependent on this to literally survive in our city.
And you all are in a extrenely inportant position to
make the cost of living just a little bit nore
af f ordabl e for people.

So | haven't talked to all 700, 000
Washi ngt oni ans about this, but | imgine the
overwhel m ng majority would be opposed to that. And
so for that reason, | ask you all to disapprove of

this. Thank you very nuch.

MR. THOMPSON: So that is the extent of

the pre-signed-up witnesses that we have, and the
W tnesses that signed in, | think, when they cane.

t here anybody el se who wi shes to speak this eveni ng?

I's
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MR. BETHAID [PH]: Yes, sir. Good
eveni ng, Conm ssioners Thomas, Trabue -- M. Thonpson.
My nane is Ronald Bethaid [ph], and | cane in from
ward 9. Now many of you know that's an inside joke.
That's Prince George's County; right? But the reason
why | cane in is because ny daughter lives in Ward 7,
and she couldn't get here.

Many of you are aware of the fact that
had it not been for Governor Shapiro of Pennsyl vania
who filed the lawsuit in 2020 -- | think it was
Decenber of 2023, we would be -- be getting hit with a
$21 billion gas rate hike through the -- the PIM
which is -- the District is one of those in the
13 states.

Bei ng that the Federal Regul atory
Comm ssi on has denied that hike, it seems that
Washi ngton Gas deci ded they would do a -- a reverse.
If playing sports, we're going to nove the ball in
anot her direction.

So when we began to | ook at these hike
rates with the cutbacks at the HHS, human resources,

whi ch many of you are aware that Colt 45 plus 2 with
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34 felony counts com ng straight at you, they've just
gutted $6.2 billion for energy assistance.

So D.C. residents can't even apply for
hel p, especially those residents that are being laid
off their jobs. So as we |ook at what's going on here
in the city, you are only -- our only safety net, the
Publ i c Service Conm ssion, you gentl enen.

| have a great deal of respect for al
three of you. | know all of you, and | know that you
do what you can do. But | beg of you, please protect
D.C. rate payers. Thank you.

M5. WESTBROOK: Riley Polka [ph].

M5. POLKA [PH]: Thank you all for
hosting this tonight, giving us an opportunity to
speak. M nane is Riley Polka [ph]. | live here in
Ward 4, just up the street. Everything has been
covered. Thank you, everyone, for speaking. But I
guess |I'll add ny voi ce.

Today it's 75 degrees outside, 6 p.m
It's been getting hotter all day, and we've been
noticing this all spring. 1t's been getting hotter

t hr oughout the day, peaking kind of in the evening.
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In 2018 the highest tenp on April 21st

was 65 degrees. In 2010 it was 57. Have there been
hi gher tenps on April 21st in that time? Yes. |It's a
warm ng trend. | think the highest ever recorded

tenperature was 80 degrees today.

But we all know over tine things are
getting hotter. And | have to ask, don't we all mss
the spring? Unpredictable tenperatures caused by gas
conpanies. Don't we all mss predictable
tenperatures? Unpredictable tenperatures |ike what we
have seen this winter with an incredi bly harsh wi nter
after many very warm wi nters that were unseasonably
warm are caused by gas conpanies |ike Washi ngton Gas.

You' ve heard it already today. You
probably hear it a | ot.

As tenperatures get warner and fires
rage nearby in North Carolina and winters get shorter
and summer gets hotter and hotter, it's no secret that
the cost of living is getting higher and higher. It's
hard enough to afford to put clean healthy foods on
the table in my house. | work in the service

i ndustry. M partner does, too.

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Meeting April 21, 2025

Page 58

We're very lucky to rent from sonebody
who is renting out an apartnent in his childhood hone.
H s father is a barber who runs the barber shop across
the street fromwhere we live. So it's very |ucky
that we have these jobs. W're probably not going to
be laid off, but at the sanme tinme | do make m ni mum
wage.

It's hard enough to keep heal thy foods
I n the house, let alone keep up with ny bills. And
gas is one bill that has ne continuously scratching ny
head because why? Wth everything that we know in
this late hour are we still entertaining climate
war m ng energy sources?

If you follow the noney, it turns out
al nost every tinme -- every tinme, that coal, oil, and
natural gas conpanies are doing pretty nuch all they
can to keep thenselves a mainstay in our society.

And so not to be, like, glib or super
nai ve, but as the nation's capital, we should be
| eadi ng by exanple. Do we get the representation?

No. Can we control what happens on Capitol H I1? No.

A lot of really scary stuff happening on that front
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where we're concer ned.

But we can be a front runner locally
for climate and people. Instead of pricing |ongtinme
residents out of the city through greedy housing
deal s, untreated public health crises, and sensel ess
gas bills, we should be enbracing a nyriad of
solutions that would not exacerbate the climte
crisis; that would not give kids, future | eaders
hopefully, if they can stay in the city, chil dhood
asthma; and set an exanple of what is possible for
cities and people in Anerica.

Thank you.

MR. THOWPSON: Thank you.

MS. WESTBROCK: M chael Steffes.

MR. STEFFES: What's going on, fellas?

Thank you for |listening to everybody here tonight.

know it's been a | ong one.

My name is Mchael Steffes. | live
here in Ward 4. | work at a | ocal business here in
Ward 4. | knowit is already hard for me and ny

partner to afford rent and our bills, and for ny

bosses even harder to afford their clinbing rent and
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their clinbing bills.

So | would just like to say that a
20 percent rate increase for residents is just not
justifiable. It seens |ike a cash grab to nme. There
are so many people in this city that need hel p paying
their bills already. And for us to add another price
i ncrease on top of a bill that seens to increase
already at an extrenely intense rate is just flat out
dunb to ne.

And on a federal level, | know that we
will not be receiving help. W all depend on you
gentl emen to do what's best, not only for us, but
what's for -- what's best for people that are |ess
privileged than us as well.

Thank you for listening to ne,
gentl emen. Have a great night. Thank you so nuch.

MR. THOWPSON: | think we have -- so we
finished a |list of people who signed up, who cane in.
| just want to do one nore check to nmake sure that
sonebody who didn't -- yes sir.

MR. MONK: Thanks for having ne talk.

This is the -- the first time |'ve --
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MR. THOWPSON: And sorry, just please
state your nanme for the record.

MR MONK: Hi. I'mJerem ah, Jerem ah
Monk.

MR. THOWPSON: Spell your |ast nane.

MR. MONK: MO NK, |like the -- the
detective on TV. Yeah. This is the first time |I've
spoken at -- at sonething like this, so thank you very
much.

So |l live in an apartnment. W' ve got a

pretty small kitchen. M brother-in-law gave ne an

air fryer. That thing is amazing. | can fry chicken
wi ngs, chicken |egs, shrinp, pot stickers. |It's
great. It's all electric.

Then | got this used induction cooker.
It's like this big. MW wife was really skeptical at
first. That thing boils water in half the time. |
can fry an egg so fast, like, it's like | just started
and then |'m done.

We haven't touched our gas range in six
nonths. It's great, you know. You know, even a

perfect pipe leaks a little bit. And there's a |ot of
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pi pes around here that are not perfect. |If | could
have no gas in ny house, | woul d.

You know, everyone has been tal king
about the asthma, nmaking asthma worse, giving kids
asthma. You know, if -- if people have to pay for
sonet hing i nstead of paying nore for getting the sane
thing we al ready have, but maybe a little bit worse,
like, let -- let's electrify this city. Let -- let's
get better than what we've got already, you know.

And | -- before | cane here tonight, |
didn't even know about the -- the normalization thing,
payi ng for gas that you don't use because the weat her
was too warm That's the biggest rip-off. [It's not
the biggest rip-off I've ever heard of, but it's on
the list. |It's pretty high up there. So thank you so
much.

MR. THOWPSON: Okay. Onh, yes, sir.

And when you cone, just please state your nane for the
record, please.

MR. BROWN:. O course, yeah. Thank
you. Hi. M nane is Ari Brown. |[|'ve been a D.C.

resident for six and a half years. | oppose this rate
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hike. | think this rate hike is unnecessary, and | do
not believe it accurately reflects the needs of the
utilities to cover their costs. And instead, it

pl aces an unfair burden on the residents of the
District.

Thank you.

MR. THOWPSON:. Okay. | would like to
say first, thank you all of you for com ng today, and
t hank you for your engagenent and your comments. |f
you wish to file witten comments -- | know we have
some from M. Capozzi -- but if anybody el se has
witten comments or statenents they would like to
file, they can be filed by sending themto the
conm ssi on secretary at
psSc- comm SssSi onsecretary@ilc. gov.

For further information on this
application and all subsequent filings in the
proceedi ng, they can be reviewed at any tinme on the
conm ssion's website at www. dcpsc.org. Once at the
website, open the E-docket tab, click on "Search
Dat abase, " and i nput "FC 1180."

Copies of this transcript of the
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community hearing will be available in that docket as
well usually within a week.

There being nothing further, this does
concl ude this hearing.

We do have one nore hearing, and that
Is on April 29th at 6 p.m in the comm ssion hearing
room at 1325 G Street Northwest, Suite 800. That wll
al so have dial-in capability or stream ng capability
for those who want to watch from other | ocations.

But there being nothing further, this
hearing is now concluded. Thank you, once again.

(Wher eupon, at 6:34 p.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE
I, SAMUEL PACHON, the officer before whom

the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
sai d proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of my know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the
outconme of this action. :  7 7 :;//

SAMUEL PACHON
Notary Public in and for the

District of Col unmhia
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, SHAUNA WOOLLEY, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

SHAUNA WOOLLEY
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