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APPEARANCES
Li st of Attendees:
Kunl e Adeyenp, Assistant Attorney General, Pepco
Thomas Bart hol onew, Departnent of Energy & Environnment
Tayl or Beckham Assistant General Counsel, Pepco
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Jack Bertuzzi, Ecogy Sol ar
John Budd, Capacity Planni ng and DER Engi neeri ng
St andards G oup, Pepco Hol di ngs
Ni na Dodge, DC Climte Action
Brian Ednonds, Office of the General Counsel, Public
Servi ce Conmm ssion
Tasha Kaewnukul torn, Capacity Planning, PH
Abdul Kar gbo, Pepco
Al bert LaFrance, Comercial Technical Speciali st,
Sol ar Sol uti on
Brian Lydic, Chief Regulatory Engineer, Interstate
Renewabl e Energy Counci |
Laura Ward, Energy Innovator Fellow, Departnent of
Energy & Environnent
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PROCEEDI NGS
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- a
standardi zed -- process, and all this was shared

anongst the interconnection conmmunity versus it being
all -- an idea that they nove forward. O her than
that --

MR. ADEYEMO  Well, so two ways. So
that -- that's a systemof -- obviously -- address
residential system and | -- but that's not -- so we
have a rather large -- systemthat the primry
reservoir gets. In the process of -- the introduction
process. |If, for instance, that system should be

allowed to go online early but at a restricted

| evel -- inverter controls, and then slowly brought up
to speed as the various -- paraneters are raised, you
know, people could be getting -- right, and, you know,
can be generating sone -- whereas currently it's
generating -- so -- once -- you can interconnect
earlier with inverter -- and, again, I'mnot -- I'm
not trying to speak -- for residential systens, |

don't think --

MR. EDMONDS: Thank you very much. |
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want to pause for a second to have a host in the room
When you speak, also would you please at | east state

your first and | ast nanme, spell your |last nane for the

st enographer so she can -- I'mgoing to -- being
rai sed, and so we can -- we're going to start with
M. Warren.

MR. WARREN:. Thanks, Brian. Harry
Warren, WA-R-R-E-N, with the Center for Renewabl es
| nt egration.

Hey, |'ve actually got a -- just a
coupl e of questions. One, you -- you laid out kind of
a clear process where you go through your set of
vari ous approaches to handling the inverter setting,
the fixed power factor, then Volt-VAR, and then maybe
addi ng volt watt. Do you ever get through that
process, and -- and you're -- and you expect, |ike,
you're not going to be able to resolve the violations
just through those inverter settings, and then you
have to iterate back over to say, well, we're going to
have to do sonmething in conbination in sonme |evel of
system upgrade and nodifications. And then you

envi sion that you're going to go through sonme
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iteration between a conbination of upgrades and
I nverter settings that -- that try to reach
that -- that optimum of, you know, mnim zing upgrades
to doing the best you can with the inverter settings.
| s that anything that you've seen or that people m ght
expect ?

MR. BUDD: Yes, that is definitely
sonet hing that we do and sonet hing that can be
expect ed, where you m ght have hybrid of settings and
outreach, usually setting -- there to try and work
with whatever is the higher or greatest.

MR. WARREN:. Right. Yeah, | figured
that m ght come in, |ike when you -- when you get into
the volt watt setting, if that's sonething you want
entertain, that's where people are really starting to
wrestle, then, with the -- the level of curtail nent

that they m ght see, right, where that's going now be

a -- issue that trades off against upgrades.
And | think you were nentioning -- do |
recall from sone prior discussions that -- that your

ability at that point when you apply volt watt

settings, you recommend themif get that far, your
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ability to really say how nmuch curtailnment is going to
occur, that that's really sonmething that's outside of
your ability to nodel right now, that you're kind of
li ke, well, this -- down, but we'll eventually --

MR. BUDD: Yeah.

MR. WARREN: Yeah. So that's -- so
that's sonething that | guess there's a little bit of
squi sh in there.

Let nme ask you one other thing, then.
So, you know, going back to a coment you made a few
nmoments ago where the need for -- for any sort of
vol tage control setting on the |arger system woul d
depend on whether that particular circuit now need
then with the additional, you know -- com ng on, the
additional system comng on. There's one thing |I'm
still not clear about from our prior discussion.

Pepco has selected for its default
setting reginme volt bar settings. And | presune that
the -- the reason you selected that was that's goi ng
to provide the nost -- the best inmprovenent to hosting
capacity on your circuits if you can rely on all of

those systens to be followi ng volt markers. Yet, when
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you get to these | arger systens, your default approach
Is not to use volt bar settings. |It's to use power
factor one if there's -- if you don't see an initial

problem and then naybe set power factors are your

first -- you know, your first approach.
| guess I'"'m-- |I'"mjust wondering, are
you -- are you really -- are you satisfied that the

overall hosting capacity of your systemis being
maxi m zed t hrough your approach to these | arger
systens, like not -- not going straight to volt bar at
first. Because | thought you had nentioned at one
point, John, that this was a question of these

| arge -- a volt bar setting sort of being -- creating
nore conplications than benefits for your voltage
control at upper larger systens. So | wonder if you
can kind of review that whole issue again for us.

MR. BUDD: Sure. So there's just a |ot
of stuff there. 1'll try and unpack it. So to start,
when we're doing our site-specific settings, you know,
we're -- we're considering liability and safety system
first. Second is trying to mnimze potenti al

opportunity for curtail ment of energy, especially if
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you don't have to do it. Then secondary to all that
Is trying to -- capacity. So -- capacity is sort of
| ast on our list of priorities.

Now, to your comment about the default,
right, when that default was designed,
there -- there's sonme expectation that, okay, if al
of our custonmers theoretically adopted, or let's say
the bul k of them 60 percent of the feeder, right,
they're just naturally going to be spread over the
whol e feeder. W call that a diversified |oad.

So that -- that's kind of what we're
getting at when we -- we think of the default setting.
W -- we think it's going to be spread out over the
whol e feeder. It's not going to be lunped in one
specific area where it could cause a problem because
it's just a huge injection of nmegawatts or -- or VARs;
right? And, then, so that's where we have to take our
approach of testing all our different site-specific
settings, using our factor of -- potentially volt- VAR,
volt watt, potentially all of them potentially only a
few of them right?

And so we go through that process of
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| ooki ng at, okay, fromnot only safety, let's do our
best to try and not cause a custoner to | ose energy,
especially if it's not needed. |If we can get them
i nterconnected reliably and safely without interfering
with stuff |ike capacitors and regulators, that's the
way to go.

| think that answers your questi on,
does it not, or do you want ne to el aborate?

MR. WARREN: No, | think it does, John,

thanks. | think that's just a -- | think it's kind of
a material thing that -- that at least | feel |'ve

| earned in this -- in this process, in these

di scussions, is that -- that there's a lot of -- there

Is a lot of conplexity to which inverter settings you
want to use, depending on the |ocation and the
magni t ude of some of these |arger resources.

The fact that increasing hosting
capacity is -- is sort of relegated to, |like, the
third nmost inportant thing when you're doing this, you
know, you kind of have your -- obviously your system
reliability concerns are -- are primary. |s the thing

going to work right?
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The issue of -- of trying to mnim ze
curtailment, | nean, really, unless we're noving over
into volt watt, we're not really -- constant power
factors versus Volt-VAR curves, we're not -- we're not
really expecting that the current limtations of
the -- of the inverters are going to cone into play
that much until we go there.

So | guess maybe | would just think
It's maybe an issue for a little bit of thought as
we -- as we go into the future of, are we making sure
that we are squeezing out all the hosting capacity on
these circuits we can, you know, and that we're
not -- we're not giving anything up; right? | nmean we
know t hat we've given up a | ot of hosting capacity
t oday because we didn't have smart inverters.
Everything -- everything out there is power factor
one, and we're not getting anything out that. So just
to make sure that we do feel we're getting the nost we
can out of the approach. Thanks.

MR. EDMONDS: All right. Thank you.

Let's nove to M. Bertuzzi. And please

spell your last name and the -- identify the
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organi zation you're with for the stenographer.

Gent | emen, have you -- gentlenen, when
you answer, nmake sure that you spell your |ast nanme as
well for her. Thank you.

M. Bertuzzi?

MR. BERTUZZI: Sure, yeah. It's Jack
Bertuzzi, B-E-R-T-U-Z-Z-1. |I'mwth Ecogy Energy.
And ny question for Pepco is when Pepco is going
t hrough their feeder and sort of power flow analysis
for an application, do they -- are they just | ooking
at that application associated with that single site,
or are they considering other sites on that feeder
that may al ready have this advanced inverter settings
depl oyed, and the ability for those nultiple sites,
you know, to respond in unison together, if that
guesti on make sense.

MR. BUDD: This is John Budd, J-O-H N
B-U-D-D, from Pepco Holdings. So to respond to your
guestion, when we performthat analysis for these
site-specific converters, we do consider other sites
on the feeder as well. So if there are other

inverters, essentially large inverters that have, say,
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their owmn Volt-VAR or volt watt curves, and there is
potential that we would have to study themin order,
SO -- so who got there first with their respective
recommended site-specific settings.

MR. BERTUZZI: And | guess to follow up
wth that, if they don't have existing settings, has
there been a contenplation of retrofitting those
existing sites via a gateway or, you know, if those
existing sites actually have smart inverters already
depl oyed, to be able to, again, sort of, you know, act
across the systemin unison rather than -- than just
sort of be static as it currently is interconnected?

MR. BUDD: So it depends on our
I nterconnection agreenent with those specific
custoners. But | do believe with sonme of our |egacy
I nterconnecti on agreenents, there is a provision that
requires the custoner to allow Pepco to alter the

power factor of the custonmer's inverter,

shoul d -- yeah, should there be inpacts that are
I dentified by Pepco in -- in, | don't want to say real
time, but should we receive -- should we identify

i npacts that maybe were being caused in a diversion
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situation, we could go back and alter power factors.

And that really conmes back to the idea
of, I think, power factor's schedul e. Someti mes t hat
schedul e m ght be specified for what we call off peak
versus on peak, and those costs of the | owest peak
peri ods get shifted around, and -- and it needs to be
changed.

MR. BERTUZZI: Okay. Thank you for
t hat .

And, then, | guess just for -- for the
final question there, when we're tal king about
systemm de upgrades associated with the increasing
hosting capacity and the cost associated with it, has
there been a consideration as sort of an alternative
of doing what it -- what was just proposed instead of
upgr adi ng, you know, the -- the actual feeder system
goi ng back to the existing interconnecting systens,
retrofitting those -- those existing systens to
conply, and potentially conpensating those existing
systens if there's curtailnment as a -- you know, as a
much cheaper alternative than, you know, upgrading a

substati on, for exanple.
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MR. ADEYEMO.  Kunl e Adeyeno, | ast nane,
A-D-E-Y-E, Mas in Mary, O

| think that this is definitely a
conplicated question. It's a |egal question that
require us going back to every single custonmer that's
al ready on the system Sone parties nay agree; Ssone
parties may not. The -- the ternms that | think
M. Budd was just referencing are tal king about the
service situations where it would cause inpacts to our
system And | think that it would be conplicated,
because not everyone would -- would be confortable
with having a potential curtailnment to their system
when they -- when their system would end. And under
certain paraneters, under certain situations, and
because people want to cone on the system | ater may
not be justification for themto potentially being
subject to curtail nent.

So while -- while it's a potenti al
option, it's not one that would be easily done, and |
can't say that it would be necessarily cheaper,
because we don't really know what the up-cost going

back where we have to conpensate or give all those
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contracts woul d be.
MR. BERTUZZI: Yeah, | think
that's -- that's a very fair point. | nmean -- but
potentially with considering essentially -- and it

woul dn't necessarily need to be every single

I nt erconnecting custoner, maybe just, you know,

the -- the top ten on that feeder, for exanple. But,
yeah, appreciate that -- that insight and feedback.
Thank you.

MR. EDMONDS: AlIl right. W' re going
to turn to Ms. Ward.

We can't hear you if you're speaking.

M5. WARD: Hello. Good norning,
everyone. M nane is Laura, and ny |ast nane is Ward,
WA-R-D, with the Departnent of Energy and
Environment. And | have a question related to the
analytics. And so are you -- or planning
to -- benchmarking test for inverters on a weak grip?
| " m asking that, because | consider this is essential
for understandi ng the behavi or under chal |l engi ng
conditions, ensuring conpliance with regul ati ons, and

i mproving us with an older systemreliability. So |

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Advanced Inverter Working Group May 15, 2025

Page 16

woul d i ke to know that.

MR. BUDD: We don't have any plans to
do a benchmark test, but it's an interesting thought.
Maybe you coul d el aborate on how that woul d perform
and |'d be interested to hear how you'd performthat.

| assunme you're tal king about on the
actual grid using, you know, let's say one of our
custoners to performa benchmark test?

M5. WARD: All right. Yeah, yeah. |

can col | aborate on anything that you need related to

t his work.

MR. BERTUZZI: Well, | think -- |
t hi nk, Laura, he's asking, like, for you to el aborate
on how you could do the -- the benchmarking test, but
yeah. Do you have, like, a -- like, a nethod of how

you would do it?

M5. WARD: Yeah, yeah, yeah. | -- |
have a net hodol ogy to conduct these kind of studies.
It helps to prepare both the nmethod technol ogy and
the -- infrastructure for future denands, as we
know -- in places. So, yeah, | can support the group

with the methodol ogy to include these and --
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3

BARTHOLOVEW Yeah. And --

3

EDMONDS: Hold on -- hold on a

second.

3

BARTHOLOVEW -- do you --

3

EDMONDS: Hold on a second. Hold
on a second, M. Bartholonmew. Please identify
yourself for the stenographer. | know you've been
speaki ng, but she didn't catch who you were. So coul d
you identify yoursel f?

MR. BARTHOLOVEW Yes, Thonmms -- yeah,
"Il go ahead and do that. Thomas Bart hol omew,
B-A-R-T-H-OL-O Mas in Mary, E-W the Departnent of
Energy and -- and if -- if Pepco would want to explore
this further, we're happy to, as Laura said, offer the
nmet hodol ogy, and, you know - -

M5. WARD: Yeah, absolutely.

MR. BARTHOLOVEW -- |'IlIl figure out
how we can -- how we can actually nmake this happen.

MR. EDMONDS: All right. Thank you.

M5. WARD: Thank you.

MR. EDMONDS: |'mgoing to turn to

M. Lydic.
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MR. LYDIC. Hi, this is Brian Lydic,
B-R-1-A-N, L-Y-D-I-C, with Interstate Renewabl e Energy
Counci |, or | REC

Just going back to what Tasha presented
on the -- on the volt watt function, | noticed sone
settings. | don't knowif this was just -- | don't
know i f these were actual settings that m ght have
been used at sonme point, but | noticed there -- there
were volt watt settings going down to 1.03 per unit.
And just curious if -- if that's something that's been
actually | ooked at and/or used in the past, if you
know. | -- | think 1547 the -- the adjustable ranges
goes -- go down to 1.05, but manufacturers may offer a
greater range that m ght nake it nore usable for
sonmething akin to, like, a flexible interconnection
sol ution where voltage is the prevailing constraint.

MR. BUDD: So it's sonething we would
consider, but | don't believe we've actually had a use
case -- well, we haven't actually formally issued a
setting along those lines yet, but the rationale is
what you just said, where it's nore |ike

a -- indicative -- like it says, limted export
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flexible reduction. It's |like a voltage-type scenario
where you're trying to prevent the custoner from
causing the voltage to exceed 105 per unit, which is
the NC standard we've been tal king about for the | ast
few neetings.

MR. LYDIC. Yeah, thanks. And -- and
just one quick, unrelated question, is just how do
you -- it sounds |like you keep these settings
when -- when a site -- as site-specific settings that

those settings are reflected in your nodel or your

GS. And just -- just curious to -- to ensure that,
you know, those settings are -- are then carried
forward for -- for other studies as well, you know,

potentially for planning purposes. Just wanted to
hear if there -- if you had experienced any issues

in -- in terns of keeping those settings, or if that's
al ready kind of baked into your processes.

MR. BUDD: Tracking the settings is a
chal l enge. There's no formal repository. | sort of
touched on how they're tracked on an application-by-
application basis towards the end of the presentation.

There's not really a -- like a data -- type repository
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where the settings are stored at this tine.

MR. LYDIC. Yeah, | got you. Thanks.

MR. EDMONDS: Okay. | will acknow edge
| forgot to read this, sonmething that M. Lydic typed
in the chat during the conversation between
M. Barthol omew and M. Budd, and I'Il read it. This
is, | think, what Thomas m ght be pointing to, is the
| dea of proactive hosting capacity planning as part of
DC s part of the DSP, or distribution system planning

process. DC is operating under the current structure

of interconnection across -- were things to |look into,
but that's not about -- that's tal king about changi ng
the existing interconnection nodel. And the response,

Rosemary responded, "Agree. That |ooks like a topic
that's comng up with -- PH conference."

And then Ms. Dodge, Jack Bertuzzi's
final point -- Pepco PH response is pre-existing
agreenents suggest possible rule making going forward
about new agreenents versus retroactive."

| just wanted to make sure we had that
for the -- in the transcript.

"Il turn nowto M. Warren.
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THE REPORTER: Excuse ne.

MR. WARREN: Yeah, thanks again --

MR. EDMONDS: Well, hold on a second.
Hold on a second. Hold on a second.

What ?

THE REPORTER: | couldn't hear what you
guot ed Rosemary as sayi ng.

MR. EDMONDS: Ckay. |'Ill read again.

THE REPORTER: Yes.

MR. EDMONDS: Rosemary, "Agreed. That
| ooks like a topic that is comng up in the FC 1050
techni cal conference.”

Okay. M. VWarren?

MR. WARREN: Hey, thanks, Brian. Yeah,
again, Harry Warren, WA-R- R E-N, fromthe Center for
Renewabl es | ntegration.

Hey, | just wanted to circle back.

The -- the 250 kilowatt sort of threshold there, so do
| understand that correctly that any systemthat is
over that size, you will be going through your site-
specific setting process, but do you also use the sane

process for any smaller systemwhere there is a
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violation that's identified under the default
settings, and then you go through the sanme process to
find out how to reduce their interconnection costs?

MR. BUDD: So to the first part of your
guestion, yes. Anything above -- equals -- goes
t hrough that process.

For the second part of your question,
will these smaller interconnections, when they do

their power flow on the secondary only, they already

assunme the default; right? They -- they study
the -- default; right? And so if there is a cost
that's caused by an inpact to our system it -- the

default woul d've already been accounted for.

MR. WARREN:. So - -

M5. BECKHAM | guess put differently,
Site-specific settings are used for 250 KW and above,
and the amount of |live to systens bel ow t hat.

MR. WARREN: So if you have a smaller
system and the default settings which are somewhere in
your -- one of the variants of the Volt-VAR curve,
right, which is step 2 of the site-specific hierarchy,

you're saying that you would not as a nmatter of course
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| ook at applying volt watt settings or adjusting the
Vol t-VAR settings for those smaller systens to try to
achieve -- to try to resolve those -- to try to
resol ve the violations.

MR. BUDD: Yes.

MR. WARREN:. So | think -- | think
that's just sonething that -- you know, | don't know.
| mean | think that's sonmething that -- there may need

to be sone dialogue with the industry on that. | -- |

don't know if you have any statistics for us

that -- how many snmall er systens are being
caused -- you know, are there upgrades, and could any
of those be resolved through -- through inverter

settings or sone of these other approaches.
That -- that would be useful information to have to
find out if there's some nmissed opportunities for
using inverter settings to, you know -- to benefit
t hose systens as well.

s there sone reason technically, John,
why that would be a problem or

M5. BECKHAM  Sorry, | know -- | know

you' re asking John, but |I'm checking -- |'mjunping
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in -- oh, I"'msorry. Taylor Beckham assi stant
general counsel for Pepco Hol di ngs, B-E-C-K-H-A-M

So | think to your point, we -- we are
not -- | don't -- or |I would say we don't have that
tracking in terns of where there's been distribution
system upgrades that site-specific settings could' ve
been applied to that would've mtigated those
di stribution system s upgrades or the need, right, for
di stribution system upgrades.

Il will say kind of practically, you
know, there are -- the team gets a nunber of
I nterconnecti on applications that cone through the
door, and has a very limted tine to eval uate those
applications, based off the regulatory tinelines.

So in putting together default
settings, that's just kind of the reason why they were
default; right? Wen you are dealing with a | arge
vol unme of applications, you create the default
settings to try and facilitate application review and
techni cal review and, you know, processing of
applications. But at the sane tine, to do site-

specific settings -- a site-specific setting analysis
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for each and every application that conmes through the
door that may have distribution system upgrades, from
an ordinary course of business, Pepco has elected to

use this 250 KWthreshold for when it will go through

that site-specific -- site-specific analysis.
MR. WARREN: Yep. Well if I -- if |
could just say respectfully, you know, Taylor, | do

think that this particular working group and the

I nt erconnection working group nore broadly, two
things: A we -- | believe -- you know, | -- we're
not asking you a conditional question, but it's |like I
t hi nk Pepco should be providing us with the
information it has on how many interconnections

since -- since these -- since these -- settings have
been adopted now a year and a half ago; right? How
many systens are we seeing that are being asked to
upgrade, and what are those costs? You -- you have

all that data. We're not asking any conditional

guestions. It's just history.
In these -- you know, and then -- and
then | think people will be in a position to say is

Pepco's deci sion about its resource allocation to
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m nimze interconnection costs and maxi m ze hosting
capacity, is it an appropriate resource |ocation?

| mean if | heard you, Taylor, you
sai d, you know, Pepco has nmade a deci sion about where
that cutoff is and which systens you | ook at and which

you don't. But | think that's exactly the information

and the decision -- kind of review that should be the
grist, if you will, of -- of this working group and
this process, is to see, okay, is -- is the industry

and the Comm ssion and everybody confortable with that

approach? W can't tell if we're confortable except
anecdotally unl ess you -- you give us that
information. And | -- |'ve got to believe that's

pretty sinple information to tabul ate.

M5. BECKHAM We can get back to you
about this request in terns of data. | don't -- |
don't know that it's always as easy as hitting a
button and being able to provide it, but we can go
back and -- and | ook at that.

Regardi ng the conversations within this
work group, | certainly think that they are worthy

conversations to be had regarding resource allocation.
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But, renenber, Pepco is the operator of the system
and Pepco's primary goal is to maintain safety and
reliability of the system as well as provide
and -- and process through the solar DER applications
that are comng in. So we have a bal ance that we have
to take into account.

And so certainly hear your point,
Harry, and | think it's been -- it is a worthy
di scussion. It is sonmething that | think the working
group is a great place to have these discussion, but |
t hi nk, you know, it should be understood that Pepco
has to maintain an entire system and so our, | would
say consi derations are not just how do we get nore DER
onto system W have to consider a | ot nore factors.

MR. WARREN:. Well, | hear you, Taylor,
but I nmean | think the question |I'm asking, though, is
not -- | realize that it's your responsibility to nake
sure the systemis safely designed and operating. But
whet her -- but when you make a decision that says
you're not going to apply resources in your judgnent
to doing anal ytics on DER connections that m ght be

beneficial in terns of increasing hosting capacity or
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reduci ng i nterconnection costs, that's not really a
deci sion that's about safety and reliability. That's
a deci sion about what kind of resources are considered
prudent and reasonable by the Conmm ssion for you to
enploy to help it achieve its sol ar depl oynent goals.
| think that's kind of different.

Not -- not asking you to back off on
safety and reliability, but, you know, you're saying
that, well, in order to neet all of your regul ated
timelines and these sort of things, you only apply a
certain nunber of resources to that, and you create a
cutoff. | think we need the data to decide if we're
all confortable and the Conmm ssion's confortable wth,
li ke, is that the right cutoff, or are we |eaving too
much on the table?

M5. BECKHAM | think you nmight have
reworked my words a bit there.

MR. WARREN:  Okay.

MS. BECKHAM There are -- in terns of
the data analytics and | ooking into nunber of
di stribution system upgrades that we've had to have

since the default system-- or the default settings
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were inputted into our process, we can -- | can -- we
can take that back and see if we can provide that
| evel of data analytics to this group.

And as the |lawer here, | don't want to
speak on behalf of the teamthat would have to be
putting that together, so that's why |I'm saying we'l|l
t ake that back.

Regardi ng the default settings, |ike,
cutoff, that 250 cutoff, that is a -- it's within the
regul ations that we are allowed to establish default
settings, and we may have site-specific settings.
Based off of the technical judgnent that the team has
made, the decision has been that 250 KW and above
receives a site-specific analysis.

Now, | think -- and I"'m-- if |I'm
getting ready to twi st your words, let nme know |
t hi nk what we can tal k about is, yes, whether or not
250 is too high, if 200 -- I -- 1 don't think that
that's sonething that we would say we wouldn't want to
tal k about. But | think the fact that we have created
a -- a set, like, a border in terns of 250 and above

gets site-specific and 250 below, that is within the
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engi neeri ng judgnent, technical judgnent of Pepco as
t he operators of the system

And so, yes, there are considerations
related to if we're going to be doing site-specific
analysis for -- analyses for every single application
that conmes in, certainly that may be. That's
sonet hing we have to take into consideration. And
So -- and that's the whol e point of having default
settings and why the regul ations have |I think been
witten the way that they are in ternms of allow ng for
Pepco to set default settings and then use site-
specific settings where it -- it deens that to be
appropri at e.

MR. WARREN: Yeah, sorry, Taylor.
Maybe you didn't -- maybe | -- | didn't make nyself
clear. The fact that Pepco feels that all systens
above 250 should receive a site-specific review
perfectly makes sense to ne, if that's where you think
a reasonable cutoff is for that, and everything bigger
t han that should be reviewed at that higher |level. |
don't know that anybody has any kind of problem-- |

don't have problemw th that personally. | don't know
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why anybody woul d.

| think the question that | asked was,
If -- if systens smaller than that could benefit from
Site-specific settings, are you using these sane
analytics to offer -- offer that analysis
when -- not -- not for every systemthat cones through
t he door, but whenever a violation is identified.
Because nost of the systens that conme through your
door, as John, | think, was describing, when the
sites -- when -- when the default settings are
applied, the analysis is done, the overwhel m ng
maj ority of your systens do not require any upgrades
to be done. The site-specific settings, so | take
care of the problem everything is fine.

There's only a smaller nunber of
applications that trip over into a -- a violation
being identified. And then it's a question of, well,
when that happens, does Pepco automatically then al so
| ook at site-specific settings, or do they do that on
request? O |'malso hearing fromyou, well, no, we
don't do it at all. 1It's |like then you just go

straight to your upgrade costs and don't get the
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benefit of any further detailed review of site-
specific settings.

| think that's what | was hearing, and
that's where | think there nmay be sonme | ost
opportunities for the comunity, if you will, in
sayi ng, hey, you have this sophisticated process.
Maybe there's a hundred kil owatt system out there that
could benefit fromthat.

M5. BECKHAM  Understood. | think your
poi nt has been made. We've made our point, yeah.

MR. WARREN: Thank you.

MR. ADEYEMO It's Kunle Adeyeno, | ast
name, A-D-E-Y-E-M O, attorney, Pepco.

| -- and | think that you brought this
up, M. Warren. | think it is inportant that we do
realize that the applications that -- that we are
tal king about are a very small subset of all the
applications we receive, and | think you did point out
that in 2024. And you in a 1050 docket we do have,
and will be enforced if we do file. And obviously if
you review that and there are additional data we know,

we shoul d probably | ook at -- ook at that as well.
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VWil e we approve 4,130 applications in
2024, so | don't want us to |ose track of the fact
t hat Pepco is approving a very |arge amunt of DER
i nterconnections in a given year. And while these are
very, very worthwhile conversations to have, we are
havi ng conversati ons about a very small percentage of
I nterconnection requests in that field, the -- the
general peopl e.

MR. WARREN. -- well, and --

MR. EDMONDS: All right. All right.
Hold on a second. Hold on a second. Hold on a
second. W have Ms. Ward. She has her hand up.

Ms. Ward?

M5. WARD: Ch, yeah. So this is Laura
Ward, WA-R-D, the DOEE. And, yeah, so | just wanted
to ask if -- could you -- would you prefer that |
expl ain the met hodol ogy or provide -- nethodol ogy for
t hat benchmarking that | nentioned before the previous
guestion during this nmeeting, or should we send a
followup -- relating to the term nol ogy for that
consi deration after the neeting?

MR. EDMONDS: My preference is that you
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circulate it to the group, and then certainly Pepco
will note that it needs to respond to it. But I'd
li ke for that to be part of the record for this group,
i f you could do that, please.

M5. WARD: Ckay. Great. Thank you so
much.

MR. EDMONDS: Thank you rnuch.
Appreciate it.

M . Barthol omew?

MR. BARTHOLOVEW  Thank you.

| was just going to followup a little
bit on what the discussion that was occurring that
Harry brought up, is that a nunmber of the -- the
safety and reliability upgrades that Pepco did over
the years have al so been, | don't know, sporadic as
i nprovi ng hosting capacity and performance for DERs,
you know, the capital grid project. Tal ked about that
and -- in detail. And so | think -- in sone ways |
think what Harry and we are asking for is sort of |ike
the -- the dividend on those -- on those origina
claims fromthe projects that were inplenented. So |

think -- I think that's -- it's just, you know, okay,
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the -- the systemis said to be increasing hosting
capacity and performance, and, you know,
let's -- let's see it. So | think -- | think that's
part of it, too, is that while there may be a -- a set
of priorities, there's also nmultiple things that were
di scussed and delivered. So that's -- that's part of
what the data, | think is --

MR. EDMONDS: So let ne -- let ne
I nterject, because we've been tal king about this for a
while now, and | want to take a break after
M. LaFrance asks his question. But is it possible
that we could have a little bit nore in-depth
di scussi on about this when we tal k about hosting
capacity in the technical conference? You know, |
think we're kind of lulling back and forth, and I know
that, you know, the settings is going to be sonething
that will conme back at that point. But it seenms |ike
we -- we're struggling, and 1'd |like to see whether or
not we could land this, you know, there.

M5. BECKHAM  Yeah.

MR. EDMONDS: Wth nore in-depth

di scussi on, and have -- propose the questions that it
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wants the conpany to ask -- answer on that particular
subject. |'mnot saying that any of the subjects are

off limts, but I"'mjust trying to shuttle things
around here.

M5. BECKHAM  Yeah, | think -- | think
your point is -- is well taken, especially in terns of
all of this all kind of runs together anyway, and to
the extent that there are questions related to the
di stribution system upgrade, its -- and their inpact
on hosting capacity, overall host system that
probably woul d be better fit for that topic.

MR. EDMONDS: Yeah, I'm-- |'"m not
suggesting, and I want this to be clear to those who
have been asking questions and getting answers from
Pepco. |'mnot suggesting that -- that any of these
guestions are not valid. They just may not be
directly pertaining to the subject that we're here to
tal k about today. They may have sone indirect
connection. And what | want to do is | want to meke
sure everybody gets an opportunity to ask the specific
questions -- and |I've been kind of jotting down sone

things, but I'"m m ssing sone things al ong the
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line -- and have those questions answer ed.

And | know if you've been in the Fornal
Case 1050 Techni cal Conference, you know, the hosting
capacity analysis is one of the subjects that is on
t he agenda to be tal ked about at sonme point later in
the year. And | just want to -- | just kind of want
to nmake sure that we set aside the appropriate anpunt
of tinme to have people to answer their
questions -- ask their questions and answer them

Il will say this, though. There is a
separate proceeding, and | think this was nentioned in
M. Lydic's response in the chat that | read. There
is a separate proceeding, Formal Case 1182. For those
of you that may not be famliar, it is a case that the
Comm ssi on opened in Novenber of last year. It is
titled In the Matter of the Investigations and the
| mpl enentation of Integrated Distribution System
Pl anning for Electric Uilities.

And so sone of these things that we are
t al ki ng about today and we'll be tal king about in the
technical conference mght find thensel ves as rel evant

in that proceeding as well. The Conmm ssion had asked

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Advanced Inverter Working Group May 15, 2025

Page 38

for comrents on the notice of inquiry that it issued
I n Novenber where your coments have cone in, and |
beli eve we're going through those comments so that we
can see where next steps are.

But | want to make sure that people are
aware of that proceeding, and if you're not, you m ght
want to, you know, go to the Commi ssion's -- the e-
docket to take a look at it to see what the Conm ssion
Is thinking with respect to system pl anni ng.

So I"'mgoing to take M. LaFrance's
call -- not call, his question. [|I'msorry. And I'm
going to pause and give us all a chance to catch our
breat h, and then we have a couple questions in the

gueue. M. Barthol omew and | think M. Dodge had a

questi on.
So, M. LaFrance?
MR. LAFRANCE: Thank you. M nane is
Al bert LaFrance. That's spelled L-A-F-R-A-N-C-E. [|I'm

with Solar Solution in Washi ngton DC.
My question is regardi ng potenti al
curtail ment using -- utilizing volt watt controls.

noticed in the -- the operational requirenments
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docunment that Pepco -- the current edition that Pepco
is utilizing, there is a clause which can be activated
by -- by Pepco checking a box, and it currently -- |
haven't seen it being activated, but it's a

requi rement for the custoner to conpile and report to
Pepco the -- and | don't know the exact wording, but
it's reporting regarding the amount of curtail ment

t hat had occurred fromthe inverter settings. And

was -- was wondering if -- | guess first of all if
Pepco has actually inplenmented that in any

I nterconnecti on agreenents, and what the -- the

pur pose of that is, and also whether it's investigated
as to how advanced inverters can provide that -- that
data. So that was just a general question about

the -- the -- that particular requirenent.

MR. BUDD: W have not required it yet,

but in the other -- | don't think we've required it in
other jurisdictions as well. But in sone
jurisdictions they're a reporting requirenent. It's

just sonething that we want the custoner to track, so
if there is some high risk of losing a | ot of energy

that it's being tracked on a -- think it's a nonthly
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basis, |I'm not m staken. But we have not actually
required that yet, but it's in there as a potenti al
requirenent if that reporting is needed.

MR. LAFRANCE: Okay. Yeah, thank you.
Maybe -- and this m ght be sonething that maybe
M. Lydic or soneone else who's famliar with the
details of the advanced inverters to address, is
whet her that is a -- that data can be gathered by
the -- inherently by the inverter, or whether sone
external nonitoring, for exanple, a weather station
woul d be required to -- to determ ne what the
potential production is at any given nonent for
conparison with what is actually being produced under
curtail ment by the inverter.

So that -- that is just another aspect
to -- to | ook at.

MR. EDMONDS: All right. Thank you.

We're going to go to M. Barthol omew,
and then we are going to take a five-m nute break
after he gives his response.

M . Barthol omew?

MS. DODGE: Brian, sorry for
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i nterrupting.
MR. EDMONDS: Oh, yeah.
M5. DODGE: N na Dodge.
| heard a request for -- can we hear

fromBrian Lydic to see if he can answer the question
t hat John couldn't, just to -- to make sure we cl ose
out on -- on Al bert LaFrance's questions just now?
MR. EDMONDS: Absol utely.
M. Lydic, do you have a response?
MR. LYDIC. Yeah. Brian Lydic, |IREC
Yeah, the -- you wouldn't necessarily

know, yeah, what the actual curtail ment anount was,

energy | oss would be, because the -- the inverter just
does the -- does the curtailnment. And -- as Al bert
referred to, unless you have, |like, instrunentation on
your -- on your array to estimate what the power

avai l abl e coul d' ve been, then you don't really know
how much woul d' ve been lost. So -- and -- and npost
systens are not going to have that instrunentation.
But, yeah, the way it's been tracked in
California and Hawaii is just a -- a netric that

assunmes that the system would be at 100 percent out put
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power otherwise. So it overestimates the potenti al
| oss curtailnment. It -- it does constrain the hours
of the day, you know, at which it -- it evaluate that
potential |oss based on the voltages. So, yeah, you
can do that. |If -- if you ve got avail able voltage
data such as through the AM, then you just assune
100 percent output otherw se, and based on the volt
watt curve that would be inplenented, then you can
figure out what the summati on of energy | osses would
be throughout the day, or, you know, maxi mum ener gy
| osses, assum ng 100 percent output.

MR. EDMONDS: |Is that hel pful,
M. LaFrance?

MR. LAFRANCE: Yes, it is. Thank you.

MR. EDMONDS: Okay. Great.

Al right. M. Bartholomew, and then
we'll take a break.

MR. BARTHOLOVEW Yeah. So |I was just
goi ng to make a suggestion, which is that | think
as -- as Brian was just alluding to, a nunber of other
states have i npl enented advanced inverter technol ogies

and controls, you know, and I -- | think it mght be
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hel pful for our next discussion on this topic to sort
of focus on what's going on there, and then maybe have

Pepco respond to those types of configurations and

what -- is that an issue with -- you know,

from-- fromthe differences -- between the -- the
systemin DC and -- and those systens and what -- what
woul d have to be, you know -- or changed to -- to get

to that | evel of penetration and usage of the
technol ogy, is the suggestion for that part.

| think in some ways the tricky part
for some of these conversations is -- is tal king about

ot her things that get brought in that just have to do

with what -- currently it does in broader -- issues.
We m ght be able to | ook at -- specific exanples.

MR. EDMONDS: All right. | wasn't at
t he educati onal session when -- spoke, so | don't know

sone of what you're tal king about was di scussed there.
"1l need to kind of defer to fol ks that were present,
because | wasn't there. But was any of that -- any of
the -- sort of the best practices, was that covered in
your presentation, M. Lydic?

MR LYDIC. |I'mtrying to recal
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exactly. Mybe -- Thomas, could you restate the

guestion really quick, because | m ssed part of it.

MR. BARTHOLOVEW Well, it's not really
a-- it's not really a question. It's nore of a
suggestion. | nmean | think that Brian's presentation
did lay out, you know, a nunber of, like -- | would
say -- and, Brian, you can correct nme if |I'm w ong,

but I would describe it as sort |like, you know, policy
recommendati ons, things that you could do froma
pol i cy standpoint.

But | think that some of the
di scussi ons today has been about |ocal, you know,
| ssues or situations. And nmaybe we could tal k through
t hese exanples, like with just giving exanples of how
ot her jurisdictions handle that, and
conpare -- conpare the issues that they ..

MR. EDMONDS: AlIl right. So let ne
| ook at what he has prepared, and -- and |'mgoing to
make a note of that. |'mnot saying that it's not
sonet hing we should consider, but | just want to take
a look at it. And I wasn't here, so | don't know what

was covered, so I'll make a note of that for future
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di scussi on --

MR. BARTHOLOVEW Brian, did you want

to -- did you -- | don't know. | don't -- you can go
for it, | guess.

MR. LYDIC:. Well, yeah. | nean | do
recall, | think, going over a lot of issues and how

California has handled them and | think | addressed,
you know, Hawaii nore recently in the other -- oh, I'm
sorry. | was thinking back to the Decenber neeting,
where now we' re thinking about just the other week?

MR. BARTHOLOVEW  Yeah, | think -- |
t hink, Brian, you were -- or sonebody was tal king
about the other neeting. But, yeah, anyways, yeah,

| -- | thought that maybe we coul d go back there,

because | think that -- that would be, |ike, what
Hawai i and California have done. | think if we could
get nore of a direct discussions on, |like, what is the
I ssue with inplenmenting that and nore -- nore

di scussi on around that, that would be hel pful.
And | think that sonetines the
di scussion has gotten to stuff |ike, you know, other

policy considerations have been brought up, but -- to
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be specific.

M5. DODGE: Can | interject
again -- Nina Dodge -- Brian?

MR. EDMONDS: Yeah, go ahead.

MS5. DODGE: Yeah. One of the things
that canme up on Hawaii and CA -- and California was
their use of volt watt, and -- and apparently the
very, very small nunber of curtail nment that has
happened both in California and Hawaii in -- in their
use over time of volt watt. So it would be very good
to hear nore about that at sone point, maybe in
anot her educati onal section.

But I'"'m-- |'"meager to nove on to
Al bert LaFrance's presentation, so |I'I|l stop ny
questions for now.

MR. EDMONDS: AlIl right. Well, we need
to take a little bit of a break, if you don't m nd.
know that we're actually close to the top of the hour.
We're going to be -- we're actually running a little
bit over, and I know, Ms. Dodge, you have a hard stop
at twelve, but | just need to give us all about five

m nutes, if we can, just to catch our breath, and
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we'll circle back at 11:46, and we will take a | ook at
M. LaFrance's proposals as well as the Maryl and
regul ati ons.

So let's go back at 11:46 full tank.
Thank you.

(OFf the record.)

MR. EDMONDS: | just want to
acknow edge that there are a couple of comments in the
chat, and I will circle back to those at the end, so |
don't want you to think that |I'mnot |ooking at them
| just want to get -- so M. LaFrance has sent us sone
proposals to various provisions in the current
I nterconnection rules in chapter 40 of the Conm ssions
I nterconnection rules. And I'mgoing to pull up the
first one, and he can certainly describe what his
i ntentions are.

MR. LAFRANCE: Okay. Thanks very nuch.
Again, ny -- ny nane is Al bert LaFrance,
L-A-F-R-A-N-C-E, wth Solar Solution.

Just to -- to preface this discussion,
these -- all these proposed changes are -- | tried to

keep them specifically related to advanced inverters.
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Obviously, in the -- the technical conference, we're
dealing with broader issues, and there'll -- there'l

be nore changes, but ny hope would be that if we can
achi eve sonme agreenent on -- on these changes rel ated
to advanced inverters, that those could just roll up
I nto any changes proposed out of the -- the other
pr oceedi ng.

So that being said, the -- first going
to -- to subsection E, default required inverter

settings profile under subsections 1 and 2, those

changes are pretty nuch just matters of style or -- or
wording and -- and | think just tighten up the -- the
wording a little bit. | -- they don't -- they're not

i ntended to alter the -- the intent of -- of

t hose -- those subsecti ons.

If we go down to the -- what we are
asserting the -- the subsection F-1, again, it's just
the -- the change to that wording is just to -- to
tighten up -- it up alittle bit.

VWhere we get into actual substantive
changes are in the -- the proposed subsection 2, which

is essentially requiring that the -- the utility
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eval uate whet her site-specific settings could reduce

or elimnate system upgrade costs, and if so, that

t hose settings would be proposed to the -- the
custonmer as an alternative at the -- at the tinme that
the cost estimate is -- is provided by the utility.

MR. EDMONDS: Could you pull the
m crophone a little bit closer to you?

MR. LAFRANCE: Yeah, certainly.

MR. EDMONDS: Thank you.

MR. LAFRANCE: So that is -- that is
all we had in 40-02.

Should | just continue with the -- the
ot her sections?

MR. EDMONDS: Yeah, just give nme -- you
can go ahead and start tal king, although -- I"Il pul
up the others --

MR. LAFRANCE: Okay. The next -- the

next section where | had proposed changes is 40-05,

and this is -- pertains to level 2 interconnection
reviews. And the -- the proposed change is in
40-05.2 -- I'"'msorry, 40-05.4-D1. And there |I'm
addi ng an explicit requirenent that the -- that the

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Advanced Inverter Working Group May 15, 2025

Page 50

utility considered inplenentation of site-specific
i nverter settings profile when system upgrades are
deenmed necessary. So that -- that is a substantive
change in that it -- it nmandates that
i nverters -- site-specific inverters be considered.
So that is a -- a change fromthe -- the
current -- Pepco's current technical interconnection
requi rements that, as John di scussed previously, only
apply to systens over 250 kilowatts. So this
would -- would bring that down to -- to small systens.
And that is all | have for 40-05.
And then for 40-07, it's the exact sane
change, additional wording applying to |l evel 4
I nterconnection reviews, and, again, the sanme intent.
And then finally in 40-08.41, sinply
adding a requirenent that the utility maintain records
of site-specific settings profile set were issued, and
sinply adding that to the list of information that the
utility has to maintain and -- and report on to the
Comm ssi on.
MR. EDMONDS: Okay. Thank you.

MR. LAFRANCE: So that is all | have.
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MR. EDMONDS: Okay. Thank you.

Anybody have any comments or questions?
Cbvi ously, you're not bound by your comments if the
Comm ssion were to consider these as part of a formm
noti ce of proposal making, but anyone have any

comments or questions with regard to the proposals

that M. LaFrance has -- has provided us today?
MR. ADEYEMO:  Kunl e Adeyenpb. |'ve
got -- | ask this with a |ot of these proposals. Has

t here been any thought to the cost inplications
of -- of these? So if -- | don't knowif we conpare
DC application costs or things of that nature to the
other jurisdictions if these -- if these proposals
were adopted and that led to increased cost for each
application, would that be a better option than the
flat fee that we proposed in the small interconnection
space, or would this be | ess expensive if we have
to -- potentially hire third parties to do these
anal yses because --

MR. LAFRANCE: Okay. That's -- that's
a very good point, and I -- | think the first thing |

woul d say regarding the site-specific settings is that
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| would anticipate that they be an option
in -- regarding smaller systens, that they will not be
optional in a huge nunber of cases. So -- so that

itself is going to mtigate the overall cost.

And secondly, to your point about
conparing this potential cost versus the -- the flat
fee, | think that is a -- a really inportant point
that needs to be considered both, you know, in this
proceeding and in the -- the technical conference. |If
the -- if -- if I could frame the issue, you know,
nore broadly, there are really three potential nmeans
available to mtigating the system upgrade cost to the
custoner. The first one is the -- the flat fee that
Pepco is proposing. The second is what is inplenented
in Maryland, which is the limted export agreenent.
And then third is what we've been tal ki ng about here,
whi ch is using advanced inverter settings,
specifically volt watt, to mtigate the overvolt

condi ti ons.

And you know, one of -- one of the
factors that -- that should probably be considered in
| ooki ng at those three options -- and, again, | just
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want to keep all of those three options on the -- on
the table, so we don't get, you know, narrow -- nore

narrowmy focused to the exclusion of the other

opti ons.

One of the characteristics is where the
risk of curtailment would -- would go. So in -- in
the sense if -- if you go with the Pepco option, then
the $280 fee relieves the -- the custoner of the risk
of curtailment. Wth -- with volt watt controls, the
custonmer has sonme -- is taking on sone risk, including
things that are not under the custonmer's control, |ike

t he behavi or of other systens, other DER systens that
are on the sane secondary.

Wth the limted export agreenent, that
I's putting nore of the risk on -- on Pepco, because
Pepco will come up with a -- a nunber and say, okay,
if you limt your export to this anpunt, you can

i nterconnect. And so if that nunmber turns out to be

i ncorrect, then -- then the risk is of -- is nore on
Pepco.

So anyway, this -- that, | think, is
the way to -- to frane it overall. But in ternms of
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the cost, | think that -- and nmy feeling is of what
woul d probably come out is -- is just an additional

Itens on the screen of these applications that would

pretty quickly indicate whether or not site-specific

settings are even a viable option. So I -- | think
that would -- would go to -- to mtigating the costs,
to -- to sone extent.

MS. BECKHAM | -- | kind of just had
an adm ni strative question, but | |like your -- the way

that you characterize it as the three different
options and |looking at it fromthat perspective. | am
| ooking at it fromthe perspective of where is the
risk placed, and so | -- | do appreciate the way that
you | aid that out.

Only -- what | was just going to
comment on was in | think what was sent out for the
changes for 40-02, there was an added J about -- yeah.

MR. LAFRANCE: Yeah, yeah.

You're -- you're right. You are correct, yeah. And,
yeah, it should -- | and J, and that was to require
that -- and -- and this, by the way, is -- is borrowed

fromthe Maryl and regul ati ons that would require the
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default settings to be reviewed by the -- the
Comm ssion, with the provision that if there was no
objection fromthe Conm ssion that they would be
deened approved.

M5. BECKHAM In -- in that instance,
has there -- and maybe -- maybe Maryl and has nore of a
gui de here. Has there been any indication where that
has held up interconnections because of the -- the
need to wait for Conm ssion approval? And if -- you
know, has there been any consi deration as to, you
know, how this interplays with the kind of, | don't
want to say request, but the conpeting interest in
getting solar nore quickly added to the grid?

MR. LAFRANCE: Not that |I'm aware of,

but I -- | don't have really much invol venent or
experience with -- with Maryland interconnections. So
maybe sonmeone el se on the group could -- could address
that. But |I -- the idea would be that the -- you

know, the applications would be reviewed under the

existing -- with the existing default settings, you
know, while we -- the proposed changes were being
considered. But |I -- | tend to -- to -- your
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guestion, | don't know whether that is an issue
in -- in Maryland or not.

MR. EDMONDS: AlIl right. M. Warren?

MR. WARREN: Yeah, thanks, Brian.
Again, Harry Warren, WA-R-R-E-N, with the Center for
Renewabl es | ntegration.

| mght -- | think, M. Beckham | may
be able to shed a little bit of light on that question
for Maryland. | don't know that -- | don't think the
utilities there have gone through any revision of
their default standards that woul d' ve required, you
know, themto submt those to the Conmm ssion again
for -- for sort of adm nistrative review. But -- but
they did initially do that, you know.

That was one of the issues in -- in the
Maryl and working group a long tinme ago, was that
the -- | believe that Pepco and all the other
utilities, you know, filed their default settings
profiles with the Comm ssion, and | believe it was
just in their adm nistrative docket. And then anybody
havi ng seen those and the working group nenbers havi ng

received notice of that filing then had the
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opportunity to deci de whether they wanted to, you
know, comrent on those in the adm nistrative review,

you know, in their admnistrative neetings or not.

So we haven't -- we haven't wound up
with -- | don't think we've had a case
where -- against -- John, you m ght know. |
don't -- | don't think there's been any revisions
filed that -- that went through that adm nistrative
review, that | recall, yeah.
MS. BECKHAM | think John said none.
Okay. Thank you. | had anot her

foll owup, but | just forgot it, so if it occurs to ne
again, I will bring it back up.

MR. EDMONDS: Any ot her comments,

guestions for M. LaFrance's proposal? | think we're
goi ng to obviously note these proposals. |If possible,
we can - -

M5. BECKHAM  Sorry. Tayl or Beckham
B-E-C-K-H-A-M G ven that Pepco al ready publishes the
i nverter settings, its default inverter settings in
t he technical and interconnection requirenent already

on its website, and that this is kind of seen as just
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| i ke an adm nistrative task or ask, what would really
be the -- or the difference between what Pepco is

al ready doi ng as opposed to requiring Conm ssion

approval ?

MR. LAFRANCE: Well, one difference
woul d be that that the -- the change in the default
settings would -- would actually be a -- a fornmal

filing with the Comm ssion. So there would be nore
notice of that as opposed to changes to the -- the
technical interconnection requirenents, which
obvi ously are published, but there isn't the -- the
noti ce procedure that there would be with putting in a
formal filing.

M5. BECKHAM So the -- the key is the
noti ce of upcom ng changes to the DER? |Is that
sonet hing that --

MR. LAFRANCE: That | think is one
the -- that, to ne, would be one of the -- the
benefits of filing it. It would also provide an
opportunity for the Comm ssion's technical staff
to -- to review the changes and potentially engage

with Pepco, you know, with the differing opinions on
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what shoul d be changed, so that there woul d be
the -- there would be nore input into those changes
before they're actually inplenented and -- and
publi shed. Again, it just -- it's -- it's putting t
Comm ssi on technical staff into the -- into the |oop
on -- on that process.

MR. EDMONDS: Okay. M. Warren?

MR. WARREN: Yeah, Brian. Sorry, Har

Warren again from Center for Renewabl es |ntegration.

he

ry

Again, | think nmaybe just to give a little background

and color on the Maryland, you know, approach there.
| think it -- it was the case that just the
opportunity for notice and comment by any of the
i nterested parties was why the Maryl and process sort
of created that, sonmething akin to the | anguage
that -- that Albert's suggesting here for DC.

You know, | -- | think since |I've bee
I nvol ved with that working group since -- you know,
had hair, which you can't see here, but | didn't
anynore, a long many years -- the -- | think in the
early going inverter setting questions, |ike, it

wasn't clear to the industry, for exanple, whether

n
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volt watt settings m ght be put forward by utilities
as sort of a default type of setting, and therefore,
you know, a little nore contentious discussion as to
what the default should be.

| think since Maryland and now DC, you
know, Pepco, all the Exelon utilities, Potomac Edi son,
everyone sort of converged on Volt-VAR as |like a
default approach. | don't think it's wound up to be
too contentious. You know, | don't think that
those -- those were discussed in the working group,
and then when they were brought forward, | really
don't think there was nmuch comment there.

So at one level, where things are right
now, | don't think it invites nmuch adm nistrative, you
know -- like, | haven't seen a |lot of concern
expressed in Maryl and about anything. But | think to
ki nd of go back to Albert's point, just the
note -- the fact that there is a notice that these
t hi ngs m ght change and fol ks have the opportunity to
coment, that it's just not strictly a unil ateral
decision by the utilities. W certainly viewit as

val uable in Maryl and and may nove down that road.
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MR. EDMONDS: Thank you. | just want
to know sonething. | think it's worth noting, because

" m | ooking at the Maryland regulations as it rel ates
to smart inverters, and reading the provision with

regard to Conmmi ssion staff review and approval, and

unless I'm m ssing sonething, | don't see anything in
the current rules -- | got this thing in the m ddle of
the screen. | can't see -- that tal ks about comments.

And so maybe |I'm m ssing sonething, M. Warren. |
don't know.

MR. WARREN: Oh, yeah, Brian, if |
could chime in. | -- 1 think I'"mreading them here.
Let me scroll through and -- |'ve got themon a
slightly different platformthan you' ve got here, but
let me see if | can get the nunbers right.

MR. EDMONDS: All right.

MR. WARREN: It's down -- okay. So
smart inverters is section O right? Yeah, so I think
you're -- you're alnost there. So let's see, O it
says here nunmber 9, O-9 is kind of where this al
starts, | think.

MR. EDMONDS: Right.

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Advanced Inverter Working Group May 15, 2025

Page 62

MR. WARREN. Right? So it said, you
know, larger utilities -- | think we're ruling out the
little munis; right? So they had to file initial
default required inverse settings profiles for
approval, right, initially, and then file -- and then
file any changes through which established default
utility required profiles for approval; right? So
that's 9-A and B. All right?

So | think that's where -- where this
basic kind of filing of the initial default settings
and further default settings for approval was sort of
in the regul ations there; right?

MR. EDMONDS: Ri ght.

MR. WARREN: And then | think it
went -- | think Albert -- I'Il let himspeak, but I
t hi nk he kind of borrowed sonme of this |anguage;
right?

And then down, | think it is No. 11
where it says that utility required inverse setting
profile shall be deenmed approved unl ess otherw se
directed by the Comm ssion. So they didn't want to

hold up the approval if nobody had anything to say.

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Advanced Inverter Working Group May 15, 2025

Page 63

Does that makes sense? Does that
clarify it for you, Brian?

MR. EDMONDS: Yeah, thank you. | just
want to make sure that we're on the sane page. That's
nmy under st andi ng.

MR. WARREN: Yeah, so that's where it
is. So they just kind of put this in
the -- they -- there was an initial approval, changes
have to be filed for approval, but if nobody has
anything to say, they're just sort of deenmed approved.

MR. EDMONDS: Right. Is this alittle
bit different, though, than what you're proposing,

M. LaFrance?

MR. LAFRANCE: No. MW -- ny intention
was pretty nmuch just to require --

MR. EDMONDS: -- the Conm ssion --

MR. LAFRANCE: -- that
the -- the -- both changes be filed with the
Comm ssi on and then be deened approved if -- if there
were no objections other than the 90 days. That was
my intent.

MR. EDMONDS: So |I'mjust trying to
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make sure | understand this, and then | have to go
back to -- to your docunment again. What I'mtrying to
get at is to whether or not you believe there should
be a period where the public can weigh in. But |
guess -- no. | guess what you're saying here in | and
J, this is consistent with Maryl and.

MR. LAFRANCE: MW -- ny thinking was
that the -- that filing itself would -- would
essentially be the notice for --

MR. EDMONDS: Right. Okay. | got it.
Okay. Great, thank you. Appreciate it.

M5. BECKHAM I n Del aware, the settings
are filed, not -- and there's no requirenent -- |I'm
sorry. The -- the technical interconnection
requi rement, which includes the settings, they're just

filed, which is simlar to kind of what we do now in

ternms of that being published. | think to your point
about the need for notice, that creates -- if it's
filed, that creates the need for notice. If we did

sonething simlar for the settings, the smart inverter
settings default or site-specific, which obviously

Site-specific settings aren't -- they're site
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specific, so they're not --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: They're going to
be in that interconnection --

M5. BECKHAM  Yeah, yeah, yeah. Does
that get to where you would want in ternms of the
notice?

M5. DODGE: | have a question fromthe
audi ence. The -- the woman who was j ust speaking

Is -- comes up as A-V-O|-T PSE staff. But from what

you just said, you certainly sound like PH . So could
you just give us your nanme? |'msorry about this.
" mnot -- | probably know you --

M5. BECKHAM  Taylor -- yeah, yeah,
Tayl or Beckham assistant general counsel for PHI.
Yeah, | think it's show ng up that way because we're
in the room

MR. EDMONDS: Yeah, so everybody was
speaking --

MS. DODGE: Yeah, well,
Tayl or -- Taylor, you're also -- you're also on a
split screen, and so it's confusing, and I'msorry |

couldn't recogni ze you just fromthe profile. Thank
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you very mnuch.

MR. EDMONDS: Yeah. For those of us
who are in the roomthat actually are |ogged in, our
mcs are nmuted on our conputer, so you can't hear us
fromthe conmputer. O herw se you'd hear us tw ce.
So, yeah, it's -- it's Taylor. | promse you it's
Tayl or.

M5. DODGE: Yeah, thank you.

MR. EDMONDS: Go ahead, Tayl or.

MR. LAFRANCE: So | -- | think on that
guestion, | would sort of defer to sonmeone you has
nore expertise on -- on Conmm ssion procedures as to,
you know, whether a filing is -- is considered to
be -- you know, is considered to be notice or whether
sonmet hing -- sonmething el se needs to be published.
But that was -- just generally, the idea was to -- to
open up the -- the proposed changes for both internal
review by -- by Comm ssion's professional staff and by
other interested parties. So if -- if there is sone
better wording to that, certainly I'd defer to that.

MR. EDMONDS: Generally, if sonething

is filed, that does give notice that the filing was
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made, especially if it was nade pursuant to a rule or
a Comm ssion order. That's sort of how that works.
But | don't want to comment specifically on the
| anguage. Obviously, nmy questions were just to get
clarity, you know, to weigh in one way -- one way or
t he other, because this m ght be sonmething the
Comm ssion will take up, and | don't want to prejudge
what the Conmmi ssion will do.

Al right. M. Ward and then
M. Warren.

You're nmuted, Ms. Ward, if you're
speaki ng.

M5. WARD: Yeah, so sorry. | already
got the point with ny question. Thank you.

MR. EDMONDS: Go ahead. Go ahead. On,
you -- you're fine.

M5. WARD: Mmhmm |'mfine.

MR. EDMONDS: Okay. M. Warren?

MR. WARREN:. Yeah, again, Harry Warren,
Center for Renewabl es Integration.

Hey, Brian, | was wondering, could you

maybe help us with a little point of Conm ssion
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procedure on this one? So in Maryland when these kind
of filings are made pursuant to a regulation like
this, okay, you know, the -- the utility says we want
to file an update for these settings, the -- that kind
of filing tends to be placed on the Maryl and
Comm ssion's adm ni strative docket; right? And then
every Wednesday they have an adm nistrative neeting
where those -- those itens are sort of queued up;
right? And | think it's the -- | think it m ght be
the responsibility of the Comm ssion staff there to
get those various itenms queued up on that docket.

In -- in the district, if -- if Pepco
were to make a filing saying we're going to update
our -- our default settings, you know, and pursuant to
this provision of the regulations were filing those,
does -- does DC have a parallel kind of adm nistrative
docket process? Howis it that the Comm ssion would
then, like, kind of execute its approval of that
filing?

MR. EDMONDS: Right. So that's
a -- that's a good question. It -- my -- ny initial

reaction is that it depends, and it depends primarily
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on what ever Conm ssion order or -- or regul ation,
statute or regulation that may apply to the situation.
But | want to answer your

adm ni strative docket question. W don't have an

adm ni strative docket like in Maryland. So if -- just
by way of exanple, if we were to use the | anguage t hat
M. LaFrance proposed and sort of a self-executing
subj ect to Conm ssioner approval, but if not it's
deenmed approved, then there would be nothing that
woul d need to happen, because the rule says that if

the Comm ssion doesn't take any action, then it's

approved.

And there may be sonme current situation
where that exists. | just -- none cone to mnd as |
was t hinki ng about your question. | can't conme up

with an exanpl e of sonething, or maybe Pepco has one.
| don't know.

But -- but it really does depend on
what drives the filing. |f the conpany -- say, for
I nstance, in this instance, one of the reasons why
we're -- we're going to -- the technical conference is

t he conpany asked for a change in tariff. That
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requi res, you know, a whol e process where we

get -- you know, we notice that the -- that the tariff
proposal has been filed, and we ask for comments on
the tariff proposal, and then the Commi ssion wl |
decide how it wants to proceed. That's normally how
things are done. So if the conpany wants to do
sonething that it has to, you know, propose what it
wants to do, and normally the Conm ssion will say,

"Well, what does everybody el se think about i1t?" And

then we'll see comment and -- and go there.
So that's -- that's about as good an
answer as | can give you for now. | think -- | think

the initial would be it depends. And | don't mean to
be flippant about it, but that's --

MR. WARREN: No, no, no. It's not --

MR. EDMONDS: -- that's a good way to
address it.

MR. WARREN: Yeah, so | guess just one
maybe foll ow up thought in there, Brian, would be, you
know, again, | -- | know what, what Al bert's been
wor ki ng on here and trying to bring it into

conformance with -- with sort of the | anguage that we
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have in Maryland that's been working there. But |
don't know, maybe if there's something that if -- if
we like the -- if the general idea is acceptable to
the group and it's sonething they want to bring
forward, | don't know if maybe that's sonething that
you and the Comm ssion staff could help with, is to
say, "Exactly how should this be worded so that the
process that will ensue is clear to everyone," you
know.

It's like, you know, again, in
Maryl and, we sort know that these things will w nd up
on an adm nistrative docket. They're, you know -- |
mean it's informal that the working group is notified,
but at |east you know there's been a filing and
sonet hing's be docketed. |If -- if what -- how do we
make the thing execute in such a way that there -- you
know, people would get notified and sonet hing
would -- there'd be an opportunity to coment before
t he Comm ssion, you know, |ets the 90 days pass, you
know, w thout action. You know what | nean? So
that -- that m ght be helpful if there was -- if there

was sone -- sone clarification of what's -- what's the
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best process to -- to descri be.

MR. EDMONDS: So that's a good -- good
point. What -- this kind of leads ne to the -- sort
of the last thing that I want to talk about. W're
not going to get to the Maryl and provisions, all of
the Maryl and provisions under section O but we sort
of | ooked at it today, and we focused in on this part.

One of the things I'mlooking for this
group to do at a certain point is to say, all right,
we' ve kind of scratched the surface on nost of the
t hi ngs that we set out to do and nore. And so let's
now begin to sort of nenorialize what we've been
t al ki ng about over the last four or five nonths and
| et the Conm ssion know what we -- what we've tal king
about, what we've been thinking in the formof a
report. And these type of proposals, rule changes are
| nportant to that overall presentation, because to the
extent the working group, whether it be through a
consensus or even a non-consensus, believes that
there's certain changes that the Comm ssion shoul d
make, vis-a-vis its rules, then that woul d be

sonet hing that would be included in the report as a

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Advanced Inverter Working Group May 15, 2025

Page 73

proposal that the Comm ssion can consider and then
turn around and issue a notice of proposal making with
any if not all of the proposals that have been
suggested by the working group.

Qbviously, it's better if there's
consensus, because the presunption is that any
proposal s that have at | east reached a consensus from
the mpjority of the nmenbers of this group, if not al
of them would make the rule making a slightly easier
process, which you have to account for the fact that
there may be ot her people that haven't been part of
this process, that when they get the notice of
proposal we're making that they may, you know, object
to -- to various provisions. | don't know.

But that's kind of where |I'mtaking
this, so that what M. LaFrance has proposed is
sonething that will be part of that. W' re not going
to just talk about it today and never tal k about it
again. No, it will go into the report anong ot her
t hi ngs that have been di scussed.

And so right now, you know -- you know,

| ' ve asked Pepco to -- to at |east prepare an outline
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of the working group report that kind of goes over
everything that we've tal ked about, even
noted -- notifying -- or acknow edgi ng, sorry, that
t he educational session that we had | ast nonth. And
t hat way, even though the Comm ssion didn't ask for
the report, | think it's inportant that we provide it
so that they know exactly what we've been doing, and
they can give us directions to what they would for us
to do going forward, and whether or not they agree
t hat we ought to take up sone rul e changes per the
recommendation of if not the majority, the full body
of the working group.

So that's kind of what |I'mthinking so
t hat we don't m ss anybody's, you know, thoughts. So
It sounds |ike we have a few other areas that need to
be expl ored the DOCEE has proposed, and so we my not
quite be done yet. But what |'m going to be asking
t he conpany to do is to go ahead and begin to prepare
the outline for the report, and then we'll just have
to -- and hopefully we can have that for the next
nmeeting, and then we can begin to talk about that.

That's a | ong-w nded answer, and hopefully that's
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responsive to -- to your question.

M5. BECKHAM  Just to be clear, you
woul d want Pepco to have an outline by the next
meeting?

MR. EDMONDS: By the next neeting,
yeah. We can tal k about the outline if you can
circulate it before. That way, we can have a
conversation about it.

There are a couple other | oose itens
that | -- to be honest with you, | can't really
remenber, other -- | think DOEE was going to be
providi ng sonething. | can't renenber what it was.
We'll look at the transcript. But we'll -- we'll
identify that in the e-mail that's going out to
everyone so that we nmake sure we're clear about what
we want to do.

M5. BECKHAM  Another -- just for the
portion of this neeting that we started that was not
transcri bed --

MR. EDMONDS: It's recorded.

MS. BECKHAM But it will be recorded?

MR. EDMONDS: Yeah, it's recorded.
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Everything is recorded.
MS. BECKHAM  Okay.
MR. EDMONDS: So there probably will be
a separate Teans transcript. It's not always the
best, but there's a recording of this. W're
recording now, so -- so | think we'll all have to go

back through the recordi ng, because there were sone

t hi ngs that were asked. | didn't -- | didn't jot
everything down, so I'll have to take a | ook at that.
M. Warren, | don't know if that was

responsive to your question, so | want to make sure
we're -- that was a |long response, but | just want to
make sure you' re okay.

MR. WARREN: Yeah, yeah, yeah. Thanks,
Brian. That -- that was helpful. | know we're
headi ng towards a report, and | think -- | hope |"l
get sonme tinme to, you know, be prepared for how | can
provide input for that.

| think my -- my other question was a
little nore narrowly on sonme of this notice process,
but thanks for reviewi ng where you want to be at here.

Appreci ate that.
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MR. EDMONDS: All right. Thank you.
Appreciate it.

| want to circle back to a couple
other -- all right. | sawthat. Let nme circle back
to M. Lydic's comrent about an hour or so ago. "Does
Pepco al ready screen for protection to ensure short
circuit isn't nore than 10 percent of available fault
current near the point of common coupling or PCC? |f
so, | think that could screen out instability, which
m ght happen with stiffness ratios below four to five.
Does that align with what you' re thinking about,

Laur a?"

So | -- the question of -- exactly sure
who the question is to. Is it -- is it to Laura or is
It Pepco? Maybe you can enlighten us, M. Lydic, if
you're still on? He's not on.

Can either Pepco or Laura answer that
question? "Do you already screen to ensure short
circuit isn't nore than 10 percent avail able fault
near the point of comon coupling?”

MR. BUDD: For sone of the |arger

sites, we may performthat screening. 1'd have to go
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back and check with the teans to be sure.

whet her or not

t hi nki ng?

name i s Laura.

And | just -- okay. Sorry. | didn't read that
guestion before that. Just seeing the question in the
chat. So ...

MR. EDMONDS: Do you have anything to
add? WAas that responsive --

M5. WARD: No, no.

MR. EDMONDS: No?

MS5. WARD: Not at this nonment, but
maybe, yeah, and maybe | can -- yeah, | can
provide -- about it.

MR. EDMONDS: Okay.

M5. WARD: Thank you.

MR. EDMONDS: Thank you.

M. Warren posted a note. "Here's a

Page 78

MR. EDMONDS: Okay.

Ms. Ward, do you have a response as to

his question aligns with what you were

I f you're speaking, you're nuted.

M5. WARD: Yeah. So, yeah --

SO ny
My last nane is WA-R-D, with DCEE.
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link to Pepco's |atest interconnection report filed in
Formal Case 1050. | don't see anything in this report
br eaki ng down applications by size or regarding the
number of applications that require upgrades, per ny
earlier questions in the neeting."

| don't know if the conpany has a
response. | know that that filing is sonething you're
required to file every year.

M5. BECKHAM  Yeah, that's -- that's a
filing that's required every year, and we file it in
accordance with the -- the regulations, and
it's -- what's included in that is what is dictated by
t he regul ati ons.

| think when Kunl e was bringing that
point up, it was just to highlight how many
appl ications that Pepco has approved to install. |
don't think he was referencing it -- that it provides
that informati on about distribution system upgrades,
how many we've done. We're going to take that back
and get back about that.

MR. EDMONDS: All right. Thank you.

Ms. Ward posted, "Whenever you have a
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noment, please review these docunents.” So there's a
benchmarking file that she's supposed to -- | think

that's what she prom sed to provide. So fol ks can
take a | ook at that when they get an opportunity.

Al right. So I think we're going to
stop for the day. | apologize for -- for starting
| ate. Rem nder that the m nutes for today's neeting
are going be prepared by the District governnent.
Pepco will be responsible for the neeting m nutes for
next nonth, and then we'll come back to OPC, should we
need to have neeting in July.

| think that's all that we have. Are
there any other comments or questions? W covered a
| ot today. Appreciate everybody's patience in working
t hrough chal l enges that we had this norning, but |'m
grateful that we're at the end. Any questions,
comments? We're being done, but we are going to
conclude for today, and I'll send a followup e-nmail
in a few days to | et everyone know exactly what's in
store. Oh, we need to set our next neeting date.

(Wher eupon, at 12:29 p.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE

[, OLIVIA THOWSON, the officer before whom
the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
sai d proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of my know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

O prr g B

OLI VI A THOVMPSON

outcone of this action.

Notary Public in and for the

State of District of Colunbia
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, LAURA MORIN, do hereby certify that this
transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

LAURA MORI N
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