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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·(10:00 a.m.)

·3· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.· So we will

·4· ·start.· Let's introduce Washington Gas staff and

·5· ·OPC staff and then Commission staff.

·6· · · · · · ·Washington Gas, you can start.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Thank you and good morning

·8· ·again, everybody.· This is John Dodge, Associate

·9· ·General Counsel for Washington Gas, and I'll hand

10· ·it off to Lisa Gillison.

11· · · · · · ·MS. GILLISON:· Good morning.· This is

12· ·Lisa Gillison, Director of Energy Acquisition for

13· ·Washington Gas, and I'll hand it off to Victoria.

14· · · · · · ·MS. ABRAHAM:· Good morning.· My name is

15· ·Victoria Abraham Paul.· I am the manager for Energy

16· ·Planning here at Washington Gas, and I will hand

17· ·it to Andre.

18· · · · · · ·MR. IOSSO:· Good morning.· Andre Iosso,

19· ·Pricing Team, Washington Gas.· I'll give it to

20· ·Sasha.

21· · · · · · ·MS. TRAUP:· Good morning.· Sasha Traup,

22· ·Washington Gas, and I will hand it over to Alfred
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·1· ·Balow.

·2· · · · · · ·MR. BALOW:· Al Balow, Regulatory Affairs,

·3· ·and I will pass it on to Marcel Fortune.

·4· · · · · · ·MR. FORTUNE:· Marcel Fortune, Customer

·5· ·Experience, Washington Gas.· And I'll pass it on

·6· ·to Stephen.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. DRISCOLL:· Stephen Driscoll, Customer

·8· ·Experience, and I'll hand it off to Dan Whittle.

·9· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· Good morning.· Dan Whittle,

10· ·Washington Gas, Key Accounts.· And I'll hand it off

11· ·to Laura.

12· · · · · · ·MS. STORINO:· Thank you.· So, Laura

13· ·Storino, I'm Director of Federal Regulatory Policy.

14· · I'm giving the FERC update for the third quarter.

15· · · · · · ·In the last quarter, when we spoke, we had

16· ·two active rate cases and settlement negotiations,

17· ·so I'm starting from the bottom of the slide there.

18· · · · · · ·(Simultaneous speaking.)

19· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Wait a second.

20· ·We're not on that.

21· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Just to be --

22· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Can we go to OPC now
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·1· ·if everyone is done with Washington Gas?

·2· · · · · · ·MS. STORINO:· I'm so sorry.· I'm so

·3· ·excited to talk to you guys.· So sorry.· I will mute

·4· ·myself.

·5· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Any other Washington Gas team

·6· ·members?

·7· · · · · · ·MR. ZOMBRON:· I'm Justin Zombron,

·8· ·Regulatory Affairs.

·9· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Last call for Washington Gas.

10· · · · · · ·MR. TUNG:· Alvin.· Hi, my name is Alvin,

11· ·Pricing Team at Washington Gas.

12· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Thank you.· Adam, sorry to

13· ·interrupt.

14· · · · · · ·MR. CARLESCO:· No, that's fine.· Adam

15· ·Carlesco, Assistant People's Counsel with OPC.

16· · · · · · ·MR. MARIAM:· Yohannes Mariam, Economist

17· ·with OPC.

18· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· For Commission

19· ·staff, I'll start.· Kimberly Lincoln-Stewart,

20· ·Office of the General Counsel, Public Service

21· ·Commission.· Roger?

22· · · · · · ·MR. FUJIHARA:· Roger Fujihara, Economist,
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·1· ·Commission.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. MARIME:· Good morning.· My name is

·3· ·Gillian Marime, Office of Technical and Regulatory

·4· ·Analysis at the Commission.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. WALT:· Good morning.· Lara Walt,

·6· ·Office of the General Counsel.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. HENNING:· Good morning.· Bryan

·8· ·Henning, I'm with the Office of Technical and

·9· ·Regulatory Analysis.

10· · · · · · ·MR. SHETTY:· Good morning.· Tom Shetty,

11· ·Commission staff.

12· · · · · · ·MR. LUNDT:· Good morning.· Christopher

13· ·Lundt, Commission staff, as well.

14· · · · · · ·MR. BELFON:· Good morning.· Akeil Belfon,

15· ·Office of --

16· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Akeil, can you

17· ·speak up?

18· · · · · · ·MR. BELFON:· Good morning.· Can you hear

19· ·me better now?

20· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· No, not really.

21· · · · · · ·MR. BELFON:· Okay.· What about now?

22· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Very good.
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·1· · · · · · ·MR. BELFON:· Okay.· Akil Belfon, Office

·2· ·of Technical and Regulatory Analysis.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· I believe that's

·4· ·it, and we can start off with the agenda for today.

·5· · We're going to start off with the FERC update.

·6· ·And so, I will pass it off to Washington Gas.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Thank you.· Now, Laura, you

·8· ·get to share your news.

·9· · · · · · ·Is somebody from Washington Gas going to

10· ·share their screen with the slides, please?

11· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· And can you all make

12· ·the slides -- are they available?· I don't remember

13· ·seeing them.

14· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Yeah, we will definitely

15· ·circulate them.

16· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.· Thank you.

17· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Lisa, or somebody, do you have

18· ·the slides?

19· · · · · · ·MS. GILLISON:· Yeah, I can share.

20· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Thank you, Lisa.· Can

21· ·everyone see the slides?

22· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· They could be a
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·1· ·little bigger.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. GILLISON:· How's that?

·3· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Oh, that's great.· Thank you.

·4· · · · · · ·MS. STORINO:· Okay.· Thank you, Lisa.

·5· ·And I apologize for getting ahead of everybody.

·6· ·It's the second time I'm doing this.

·7· · · · · · ·So, the last time we spoke, FERC was --

·8· ·we were engaged pretty heavily in negotiations and

·9· ·settlement conferences in two Section 4 Natural Gas

10· ·Pipeline rate cases with Columbia, our biggest

11· ·pipeline cost to Washington Gas, and Transco.

12· · · · · · ·So, since then, FERC has been very busy,

13· ·and, personnel-wise, they have been changing.· The

14· ·chair has left.· That's Mark Christie.· And then

15· ·came in as chair is David Rosner.

16· · · · · · ·And then what's also happened is the two

17· ·empty seats have been at the Senate for committee

18· ·hearings.· And those two people, Laura Swett and

19· ·David LaCerte, they are now on their way.· They were

20· ·voted out of committee.· So, perhaps, by the end

21· ·of the year, they could get Senate approval.

22· · · · · · ·In the rate cases, FERC has accepted one
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·1· ·of the settlements that we've made.· They have

·2· ·accepted this.· They have then certified the

·3· ·stipulation and agreement in the Columbia rate case.

·4· · And in that rate case, we submitted, the joint

·5· ·parties and the pipeline and staff, submitted for

·6· ·certification August 13th, and by September 15th,

·7· ·FERC had approved that.· So they had been moving

·8· ·very quickly, not just on rate case issues, but other

·9· ·issues as well.

10· · · · · · ·So, for us, the Columbia certification

11· ·means that we have some rate certainty and that we

12· ·are able to -- we have implemented interim rates,

13· ·which began in June.· And so, we only had two months

14· ·for which rates were subject to refund.· And we

15· ·expect that the refund and the finalization of that

16· ·settlement will come within 60 to 90 days.· So

17· ·that's the Columbia settlement, and that is an

18· ·estimated refund of about $19 million to ratepayers.

19· · · · · · ·In the Transco case, we are at the point

20· ·where, by the end of October, Transco staff and the

21· ·customers will be submitting the final stipulation

22· ·and agreement.· So we would expect, if FERC acts
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·1· ·just as quickly, that they would certify the

·2· ·agreement by December.

·3· · · · · · ·And then, the final FERC activity for

·4· ·Washington Gas right now, in terms of rate cases,

·5· ·is the East Tennessee case, which was just beginning

·6· ·the last time we had spoken, and now we are in

·7· ·settlement negotiations.· So not much to say there.

·8· · That's one that doesn't impact our rates, if you

·9· ·recall, until 2027.· So it's just a matter of

10· ·diligence and fighting against unjust and

11· ·unreasonable rates after 2027 in that case.

12· · · · · · ·Any questions?

13· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Thank you, Laura.· Can we move

14· ·on to the next item, please?

15· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· The next item is

16· ·energy planning updates.

17· · · · · · ·MS. ABRAHAM:· Hi, good morning, everyone.

18· · My name is --

19· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Does this need to

20· ·go in a closed session?

21· · · · · · ·MS. ABRAHAM:· Yes.· This can be marked

22· ·confidential.
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. ABRAHAM:· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

·4· ·went off the record at 10:09 a.m. and resumed at

·5· ·10:20 a.m.)

·6· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· You can come out of

·7· ·confidential.· And now, the interruptible update.

·8· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· Good morning, everyone.

·9· ·Dan Whittle and I'll be giving the interruptible

10· ·updates today.

11· · · · · · ·So we're going to go into the heating

12· ·season with 95 active D.C. interruptible accounts.

13· · We had seven interruptible to firm rate conversions

14· ·in D.C. this year.

15· · · · · · ·And we will be holding our annual

16· ·interruptible open house this year on Thursday,

17· ·October 16th, from 10:00 a.m. until noon.· And

18· ·that'll be via Microsoft Teams.

19· · · · · · ·We've been sending out our winter

20· ·preparedness packages to all interruptible

21· ·customers, and those should be finalized or finished

22· ·this week to send out.
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·1· · · · · · ·Also, we've confirmed our test

·2· ·interruption date for this year.· It's going to be

·3· ·on Tuesday, December 9th, at 10:00 a.m., until

·4· ·Wednesday, December 10th, at 10:00 a.m.

·5· · · · · · ·Those are all the updates I have today,

·6· ·but I'm ready for any questions.

·7· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Of course, I have

·8· ·a couple questions.· So there are 95 live accounts

·9· ·now interruptible.

10· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· Yes.· We'll have 95 heading

11· ·into the heating season.

12· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· So, the seven that

13· ·converted from interruptible to firm, what type of

14· ·customers were they?

15· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· I'd have to get those stats

16· ·for you.· I can respond after the meeting.· We can

17· ·provide that.

18· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Did any of the ones

19· ·who didn't come off last winter change over to firm?

20· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· I believe we did have a few,

21· ·but I can also confirm those in my notes.

22· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Did Washington Gas
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·1· ·have a plan for those customers that didn't come

·2· ·off?

·3· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· So, I mean, any customers

·4· ·that didn't come off were fined.· You know, we let

·5· ·them know that they were in violation, and they

·6· ·received that bill with the fines.

·7· · · · · · ·And again, we are expanding our equipment

·8· ·inspections this year.· We're going to 10 percent

·9· ·of the total D.C. customer base, and we're going

10· ·to complete those equipment inspections in late

11· ·October, early December timeframe.

12· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Well, did you find

13· ·out why those customers did not come off?

14· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· So, some customers, we had

15· ·some feedback on some customers that, you know, it

16· ·might've been equipment related.· It was also on

17· ·a holiday, so that caused some issues for some other

18· ·customers.· But you know, some customers decide not

19· ·to come off, and you know, they get penalized for

20· ·that.

21· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· And did you go see

22· ·their systems afterwards?
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·1· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· So we have done some

·2· ·inspections, and we're going to increase that amount

·3· ·to, again, 10 percent of the D.C. customer base for

·4· ·interruptibles, and we'll complete those by the end

·5· ·of the year.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· How many didn't

·7· ·come off the system?

·8· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· I don't have those stats in

·9· ·front of me.· I think it was covered in one of our

10· ·previous meetings.· Again, I can respond to you with

11· ·notes on those numbers.

12· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Yeah.· So, when we

13· ·get to these meetings when we're going into the next

14· ·winter season, it's important, at least for me, I

15· ·want to know kind of some of the same things.· Even

16· ·though we may have discussed it before, that was

17· ·months ago, at the end of the season.

18· · · · · · ·I just want to know what Washington Gas's

19· ·plan is or what contact they've made with those other

20· ·customers that didn't come off.· I want to know why

21· ·they didn't come off.· I want to know what are they

22· ·doing to -- you know, what their plan is to you,
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·1· ·Washington Gas, so that it doesn't happen the next

·2· ·year, or are they really viable interruptible

·3· ·customers, or should they be converted to firm.

·4· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· Understood.· And I can get

·5· ·those items to you in notes after the meeting.

·6· · · · · · ·(Simultaneous speaking.)

·7· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· -- circulate to the entire

·8· ·group, Kim, I can tell you I have personal knowledge

·9· ·of one large interruptible customer who failed and

10· ·that, to interrupt, in January, and that was the

11· ·Architect of the Capitol, and they made that

12· ·decision based on the inauguration ongoing and it

13· ·been moved inside, as you'll recall, because of the

14· ·severe cold weather.

15· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Yeah.

16· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· And their backup is diesel,

17· ·and I was told that they did not interrupt because

18· ·they did not want the inauguration smelling like

19· ·diesel fuel.· So that's one anecdote, obviously,

20· ·but we will got you a full report on those who didn't

21· ·interrupt.

22· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· And the Architect
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·1· ·of the Capitol is -- a fifth of the supply goes to

·2· ·the Architect of the Capitol, right?

·3· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Yes.

·4· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.· Any other

·5· ·questions on interruptibles?

·6· · · · · · ·(No audible response.)

·7· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· You can move on to

·8· ·PGC update.

·9· · · · · · ·(No audible response.)

10· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Hello?· Hello?

11· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· I think that's Al Balow.· He

12· ·may be having trouble coming off mute.

13· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.

14· · · · · · ·MR. BALOW:· I'm sorry.· Kimberley, you're

15· ·talking about the PGC audit, and we are continuing

16· ·the process with Silverpoint.· We just conducted

17· ·two additional days of in-person interview sessions

18· ·with Silverpoint and our team.

19· · · · · · ·We are right now working through this last

20· ·tranche of data requests.· To date, the company has

21· ·received 54 DRs, and we are currently working

22· ·through this last group.· And that's where we're
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·1· ·at right now.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· So does it look like

·3· ·we're going to be on time with getting a report by,

·4· ·what was it, October 31st?

·5· · · · · · ·MR. BALOW:· I believe so.· You know, we've

·6· ·gone through, pretty much, much of what was in the

·7· ·SOW.· I'm sure we'll have some further discussions

·8· ·to close any potential loops, open loops that they

·9· ·have, and then also to make sure that we were

10· ·responsive as we needed to be with Silverpoint with

11· ·their questions.

12· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.

13· · · · · · ·MR. BALOW:· That's all I have, Kim.

14· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Does anyone else

15· ·have any questions?

16· · · · · · ·(No audible response.)

17· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.· No

18· ·questions.· I don't believe there were any

19· ·outstanding issues, but give me one second to go

20· ·back through some notes.

21· · · · · · ·(Pause.)

22· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· I'm not seeing any.
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·1· · No, I don't see any from our last meeting, so we

·2· ·should be good.· The only thing I expect is to get

·3· ·some answers on interruptibles at some point.· If

·4· ·you all could just circulate it to the group, that'd

·5· ·be helpful.

·6· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Yes, of course.

·7· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· I do have -- no, no,

·8· ·no.· No, we're good.· Yeah, I don't think I have

·9· ·any other.· So can we set the next date?

10· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Sure.· What works for you and

11· ·staff, Kim?

12· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· So this is the third

13· ·quarter, so fourth quarter should be -- let's see.

14· · Give me a second, and let's take a look.· We're

15· ·talking December, the first week of December.

16· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Let me bring up my calendar.

17· · Tuesday the 2nd?

18· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Yeah, that's fine.

19· · Other staff, can you guys look at your calendars,

20· ·and does Tuesday, December 2nd, look good?

21· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· And I would ask the Washington

22· ·Gas team to do the same, please.
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·1· · · · · · ·MR. BALOW:· That seems fine for me.

·2· · · · · · ·MR. WHITTLE:· That's fine with me, too.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.

·4· · · · · · ·MS. WALT:· Kim, this is Lara.· It's fine.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.

·6· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Hearing no opposition from my

·7· ·teammates, we'll say it's fine for Washington Gas,

·8· ·too.

·9· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.· Wonderful.

10· · OPC?

11· · · · · · ·MR. CARLESCO:· I have no conflicts.

12· · · · · · ·MR. MARIAM:· I have no conflicts.· That's

13· ·fine.

14· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.· Wonderful.

15· · So we're doing it December 2nd at 10 o'clock a.m.,

16· ·virtual.· And I think that completes this for today.

17· · · · · · ·Can you make sure that -- I didn't mark

18· ·anything as exhibits, but make sure that they go

19· ·under each section that they belong to, such as the

20

21· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Yes, we'll mark them

22· ·individually.
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Yeah.· So,

·2· ·whatever· · FERC is 1, energy planning documents

·3· ·were 2, energy supply 3, interruptible 4 -- just

·4· ·do it just straight down the agenda.

·5· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Will do.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· And just everything

·7· ·under the first one is 1A, B, C, or just collectively

·8· ·1, and everything under energy planning then

·9· ·collectively 2, and so forth, and so on.

10· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Got you.· Yep, makes perfect

11· ·sense.

12· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.· And that was

13· ·my missing me doing my responsibilities.· I wasn't

14· ·thinking about -- Sorry.

15· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· No, that's okay.

16· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· So, see everybody

17· ·on the 10th, and have a great Thanksgiving holiday,

18· ·since we'll be coming back after that.

19· · · · · · ·MR. DODGE:· Sure.· Thank you, Kim.· Thank

20· ·you, staff, and OPC.

21· · · · · · ·MS. LINCOLN-STEWART:· Okay.· On the 2nd.

22· · Bye-bye.

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

·2· ·went off the record at 10:35 a.m.)
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·1· · · · · · · · · C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under

·4· ·my direction; further, that said transcript is a

·5· ·true and accurate record of the proceedings; and

·6· ·that I am neither counsel for, related to, nor

·7· ·employed by any of the parties to this action in

·8· ·which this matter was taken; and further that I am

·9· ·not a relative nor an employee of any of the parties

10· ·nor counsel employed by the parties, and I am not

11· ·financially or otherwise interested in the outcome

12· ·of the action.

13

14

15

16

17

18· ·_______________________

19· ·Zach Edwards

20

21

22
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